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POPE LECTURES FOR 1903... . 


THE COLE LECTURES. 


THE late Colonel E. W. Cole, of Nashville, Tenn., do- 
nated to Vanderbilt University the sum of five thousand 
dollars, afterwards increased by his widow to ten thou- 
sand, the design and conditions of which gift are stated 
as follows: 

“The object of this fund is to establish a foundation — 
for a perpetual lectureship in connection with the Bib- 
lical Department of the University, to be restricted in 
its scope to a defense and advocacy of the Christian re- 
ligion. The lectures shall be delivered at such inter- 
vals, from time to time, as shall be deemed best by the 
Board of Trust; and the particular theme and lecturer 
shall be determined by nomination of the Theological 
Faculty and confirmation of the College of Bishops of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Said lectures 
shall always be reduced to writing in full, and the man- 
uscript of the same shall be the property of the Univer- 
sity, to be published or disposed of by the Board of 
Trust at its discretion, the net proceeds arising there- 
from to be added to the foundation fund or otherwise 
used for the benefit of the Biblical Department.” 
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FOREWORD. 


WHEN John saw the heavens opened to him: 
on Patmos he beheld in the center the great 
white throne, and, while lightnings and thun- 
derings were round about it, in the center stood 
the Lamb that had been slain from the founda- 
tion ef the world. This is ever the place of the 
Christ of God and of man in the worship of 


adoring hearts, who cry, “Worthy is the Lamb _ 


that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, 
and blessing.” If theology has been Theocen- 
tric, religion is always Christocentric. All intel- 
ligences, angelic and human, in the white light 
of that throne will unite in saying, “Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God Almighty,” but to all intelli- 
gences in that city which hath no need of the 
sun or of the moon, the Lamb is the light there- 
of. Our worship of the Triune God will be 
through the Divine Son. He may be nameless 
in our worship, but the universe cannot mistake 
our doxology as we sing, “Unto him that loveth 
us and loosed us from our sins in his own blood, 


(ix) 


x Foreword. 


and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and his Father: to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever.” 

Christ hath not only made us capable of the 
highest worship by appealing to what is best 
and noblest in us, renewing us and strengthen- 
ing us by his Spirit in the inner man, but he 
gives permanence to our humanity which he has 
assumed both for us and with us. He hath set 
his throne in the heavens. His worship abides 
as the worship of a redeemed race. He who 
hath redeemed us hath made us to be a king- 
dom, a kingdom that has power of cohesion 
and that shall endure forever. The throne of 
Christ represents the constitutional character of 
his government in contrast with the purely per- 
sonal governments which obtained on earth dur- 
ing the period of his incarnation. Heaven and 
earth can sooner pass away than the settled, 
eternal, and revealed principles of order and 
righteousness be disturbed or shaken. Let other 
kingdoms boast their shaking scepters and dia- 
dems, ours is the established throne which shall 
endure forever. And redeemed humanity shall 
share that throne of our Christ and reign with 
him forever. The religion of the Incarnation is 
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- the religion of Humanity, for réligion is bring- 
ing to its utmost best the best that is in us. 
Does not the tendency to a religion of human- 
ity which has now and then appeared, especially 
in our own day, need direction rather than sup- 
pression? Christ is the true realized religion of 
humanity, as it is he alone who can turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children and the 
hearts of the children to their fathers with all 
the highest affections of our nature. He alone 
can solve all the perplexing questions as to the 
possibilities or even permanence of our race. 
Faith in humanity can never rise higher than 
faith in its Head. He who assumed our nature 
is our Spokesman, our Advocate with God and 
man. He ever liveth to make intercession for 
us. A clearer vision of what Christ is can 
alone give us the needed vision of man as God 
intends him to be. “Because as He is, even so 
are we in this world.” (1 John iv. 7.) Less 
than a divine Christ means less than a redeemed 
race. Only the Saviour of men can become 
their Exemplar. To this end was the Son of 
God manifested that he might destroy the works 
of the Devil. Without that manifestation or in- 
carnation, both true religion and true ethics were 


oxi Foreword. 


impossible. Moses’ prayer, “I beseech thee show 
me thy glory,’ found the same answer on Horeb 
and on Hermon. It was the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God shining in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 


NorLEDGE PLACE, Kansas City, Mo. 


| 1, 
ion CHRIST THE HISTOR] (40°) 


With Zeus begin we. Let no mortal voice 

Leave Zeus unpraised. Zeus fills the haunts of men, 

The streets, the marts. Zeus fills the sea, the shores, 

The harbors,—everywhere we live in Zeus. 

Weare his offspring too. 

Men worship him, the first, the last. 

Their Father—Wonderful—their Help and Shield. 
—Aratus. 


For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I 
found an altar with this inscription, To THE UNKNOWN 
Gop. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him de- 
clare I unto you.—PauI. 


For the King knoweth of these things, unto whom 
also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that none of 
these things is hidden from him; for this hath not been 
done in a corner.—Acts revi. 26. 


(2) 


I. 


THE FACT OF CHRISI—THE HISTOR- 
ICAL BASIS: 


A GREAT religion, even more than a great 
man, must combine commanding ideas and a 
strong personality. Inspiration is as vital as in- 
struction, and truth inspires as it is vitalized by 
the life blood of a person. God ever speaks to 
us in holy men, the prophets, or his Son. The 
finite is everywhere full of the Infinite, because 
the Infinite is both immanent and transcendent. 
Beyond the fullness of God received and mani- 
fested in a perfect finite man must be the tran- 
scendence of God filling all the universe. To 
forget that God can be immanent in man as 
well as in nature, and immanent just so far as 
man’s powers have been awakened to receive 
him and to respond to him, is to make of God 


an absentee God, one who having made the. 


earth and its multiform life has turned over its 
management wholly to man. Out of this idea 
of God’s transcendence came the development 


of the great ecclesiastical system wherein one 


(3) 
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4 The Fact of Christ: 


was appointed vicar to rule in God’s name. 
Such a ruler must be infallible properly to rep- 
resent God, and he must control the very wor- 
ship of God, a mightier empire than the great 
Roman Empire itself on whose ruins it was 
founded. Men ultimately broke loose from the 
thraldom of a human government, full of vile 
abuses, all carried on in the name of a tran- 
scendent, absentee God, and recovering the Bible 
as the word of God declared, “The Bible, the Bi- 
ble, is the religion of Protestants.” But bondage 
to the printed page made devout men lose sight 
of the glowing presence of which the page was 
but the setting. What was needed was a fresh 
realization of the immanence of God, a new and 
blessed vision of the person of the Son of God. 
And thus the circle was completed: a Person, a 
Church, a Holy Book, and now once more a 
Person. This was God’s thought from the be- 
ginning, as when Moses and Elijah, the repre- 
sentatives of the greatest ritual and temple wor- 
ship of the world, bore their testimony to Christ 
and disappeared, and the Father was heard say- 
ing, “This is my beloved Son; hear ye him.” 
Faith in God’s Son has ever brought a blessing 
to our race despite the differing views about his 
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person. While the doctrine of the Incarnation 
depends on the doctrine of the Trinity, it is it- 
self the key of interpretation to the Holy Trin- 
ity, and was first known to men. Only he who 
knoweth the Son can know the Father also. 
Only thus can we know the self-sacrificing 
love of God, his moral leadership, his ethical 
perfections. Were God less than the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, he would 
long since have abandoned the purpose of our 


redemption as a race, or would never have 


formed it. 

J@@ms Christ is the only man of our race who 
ever Chose to be born into it. His assumption 
of humanity was a stupendous event in the life 
of God not less than in the history of man. -He 
was born into the world willingly and with a 
purpose. “For this cause was I born, and to 
this end Mh into the world, that I should 
: ey truth: ae one that is 


of the tr eth my voice.” He came not 
only to RB ie the truth, but to live the truth, 
because he was the Truth. “The truth as it 
is in Jesus is Jesus as truth.” It is this truth 
that is worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Un- 


Jesus Christ 
the only man 
of our race 
who chose to 


be born into it. 


6 The Fact of Christ: 


til the reign of Justinian, whose celebrated code 
of laws opens with the imperial creed on the 
Trinity, Christians among themselves had reck- 
oned time not from the birth of our Lord, but 
from his death, while the nation at large reck- 
oned from the founding of the imperial city of 
Rome. Then the scholarly Dionysius began to 
reckon from the birth of Christ to commemorate 
the Incarnation, and thus in the sixth century 
of the Christian era men sought to approximate 
as a starting point for human history not the 
death of Christ, but his birth, The Emperor 
Charlemagne gave his influence to the extension 
of the new calendar until by the eighth century 
it was established as the fixed point in the world’s 
chronology when “the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.” Imperial Rome that would 
not have been willing to reckon time from a’ 
crucifixion now reckoned it from a birth. The 
crucifixion emphasized the priest} and the cru- 
cifix was held before the eyes of living and 
dying, the badge of Christ’s humiliation and 
death and the symbol of our shame. But Chris- 
tianity is more than the mass, and. the crucifix 
and its representative are more than the robed 
and bowing priest. Christianity means the liv- 
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ing and reigning Christ, the perpetual incarna- 


tion of the Son of God, the redemption of our| 


race by his gospel of truth and sacrifice, the be- \ 


\ 


ing loosed from our sins by his precious blood, | 


and being made kings and priests unto God and | 


the Father in an eternal kingdom. There our | 


redeemed humanity shall be enthroned with our 
Elder Brother, as our vile bodies ‘are made like 
unto his glorious body according to the mighty 
power whereby he is able to subdue all things 
unto himself. His incarnation dates our eter- 
nal life. Only he that hath the Son of God 
hath life. For this is eternal life, “to know thee 
the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent.” 

This new emphasis upon the incarnation of 
Christ, rather than any diminished emphasis 
among thinking men upon the all-important 
meaning of his sacrificial death, has led hap- 
pily in our day to a fresh study of Christ as a 
Person and a Teacher, and not alone as a Sac- 
rifice. While the Greek word for Teacher, 
Didaskalos, is used nearly fifty times in the Gos- 
pels, it is usually translated Master, and only 
twice is translated Teacher, as when Jesus said 
“One is your Teacher,” and when Nicodemus calls 


A new empha- 
Sis now piven 
to the life of 
Christ. 


8 The Fact of Christ: 

Christ a Teacher sent from God. But “Master” 
was used to denote the chief or head teacher, 
as among the English. In our Revised Version 
what was before rendered “doctrine” is now 
called the teaching of Christ. How busily was 
our Lord employed during all his ministry in 
teaching, nor was he ready to say, “Father, the 
hour is come; glorify thy Son that thy Son may 
also glorify thee,” until he could say, “The words 
which thou gavest me I have given unto them; 
and they received them, and knew of a truth 
that I came forth from thee, and they believed 
that thou didst send me. Sanctify them in the 
truth: thy word is truth. Neither for these only 
do I pray, but for them also that believe on me 
through their word; that they may all be one; 
even as thou, Father, art in me and I in thee, 
that they also may be in us: that the world may 
believe that thou didst send me.” Belief in his in- 
carnation was a prerequisite to any availing be- 
lief in his passion. There was no surer proof 
to John of a false prophet than that he should 
fail to confess that Jesus Christ had come in the 
flesh. That Jesus Christ belongs to this world 
of our human pilgrimage is a vital article of 
faith to all who are journeying in confidence 
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to that world where he has gone to prepare a 
place for us. Only he who first came can come 
again to receive us unto himself, that where he 
is there we may be also. The life of Jesus Christ 
was the human life of God. 

The demand of the Greeks who came up to 
the feast is the demand of our race to-day: “We 
would see Jesus.” It is not the priest but the 
teacher that can show us Christ. It is not the 
uplifted mass, it is the exalted and living Christ 
that the world must see to be saved. It is not 
less of the real meaning of the cross, it is more 
of the light that shines from the open heavens 
above Bethichem and from Christ’s empty tomb 
that we must know if we would know our Lord, 
the Alpha and Omega, which is and was and is 
to come. He must stand revealed to the Church- 
es of to-day as to the seven Churches of Asia 
as Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first 
born of the dead, and the Ruler of the kings of 
the earth. 

“T came out from the Father and came into 
the world; again I leave the world, and go unto 
the Father”: so spake Jesus, whom God hath 
made or declared both Lord and Christ. That 
the birth of Jesus was a true incarnation is the 


The living 
Christ de- 
manded. 


The birth of 
Jesus a true 


incarnation. 


10 The Fact of Christ: 


vast and amazing premise with which the reli- 
gion God has given us starts. Only on such a 
basis could the great superstructure of truth and 
grace’ given us in Christianity be built. Only 
such a corner stone could uphold such a build- 
ing. Other foundation can no man lay than 
that which is laid, Jesus Christ himself being 
the chief corner stone. Men have erected lad- 
lers to reach to the heavens, but they have only 
ended in mid-air. The only ladder which reaches 
to heaven is that which came down from heaven, 
and which is in heaven while it is on earth, with 
the angels of God ascending and descending on 
it. The harder our human pillow the greater 
our need of that ladder, and the more real the 
ladder. Christ is never so real as when most 
necessary. The Incarnation is the most stupen- 
dous fact known to man, possibly known to the 
angels. It is the most inspiriting fact and the 
most comforting. These keep it most real. 
With all that it implies and sustains, the religion 
of the Incarnation in order to redemption is the 
religion of man. His moral as well as his re- 
ligious growth is inseparable from it. Every 
moral quality which distinguishes the modern 
world from the ancient is due to the Person 
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and work of Christ. The twentieth century is 

the true commentary on the first, as it fulfills 

its prophecies. | 
The Christian doctrine of the Incarnation is T%e Incarna- 


tion the coun- 
terpart in the 
The Incarnation is at the same time the cen- eof tistory 


tral fact of Christian history and the central “4 G¢ 
: NE F head in the 
doctrine of Christian faith. Unless God were jeld of 


the article of a standing or a falling Church. 


in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, we Aougée. 
have no genuine revelation of the Father. As 
Dr. Fairbairn admirably puts it: “The Incarna- 
tion may be said to be the counterpart in the 
field of history of the Godhead in the field of 
thought. Through the Godhead we conceive 
the Deity as so existing and conditioned that the 
Incarnation is possible; through the Incarnation 
we conceive an historical Person as so placed 
that he realizes the affinities of God and man, 
and so constituted that he brings them into or- 
ganic relations. God conceived as Godhead is 
a Being with life in himself, communicable and 
ever in process of communication; Christ con- 
ceived as the incarnate Son is a Person so pos- 
sessed of the communicable life of God as to be 
the inexhaustible medium of communication to 


39 


man.” Only through the incarnate Christ as 


Our religion 
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centric. 
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God do we know God as Father and the true 
Godhead. 

The Incarnation in order to redemption has 
the same place in revealed theology that the 
Creation has in natural theology. It is the very 
center of our system about which our lives re- 
volve. Grant that this mighty scheme of re- 
demption is part of a yet larger system when 
the all-conquering Christ shall deliver up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father, that God may 
be all in all, yet it is our system, our religion, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
unto himself. When the glad consummation 
shall be effected, doubtless there shall be given 
fuller visions of the eternal Godhead. What is 
now Christocentric may itself be seen moving in 
a larger orbit, a Theocentric orbit. And when 
all things have been subjected unto him, then 
shall the Son also himself be subjected unto him 
that did subject all things unto him, that God, 
the Triune God, may be all in all. 

Nothing could recover this wandering planet, 
this lost world, save an incarnate Redeemer who 
should come to seek and to save that which was 
lost. Who more naturally should undertake to 
rescue fallen man than his Creator, whose de- 
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sire is ever unto the works of his hands? To 
his essential Lordship, that which he had* from 
all eternity as the eternal Son of the Father, was 
to be added the Lordship by conquest, the con- 
quest effected by dying love. So that being in 
the existence form or nature of God, Christ 
Jesus counted it not a prize to be grasped and 
held on to at all hazards, to be on an equality 
with God, but emptied himself, taking the ex- 
istence form or nature of a servant, being made 
in the likeness of men; and being found in fash- 
ion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient unto death, yea the death of the cross. 
Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and 
gave unto him a name that is above every name; 
that in the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven and things on earth 
and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

The Incarnation properly understood is the 
key to the structure of the moral and intellec- 
tual universe. The history of mankind is the 
history of redemption, and Christ’s place is cen- 
tral in each. All history, it has been said, is 
summed up in three sentences: “He is coming; 


“Fe is com- 
ing ; tHe has 
come ¢ Hewill 


come again.” 
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He has come; He will come.” Until He came, 
men were saved by hope; since He came, men 
have been saved by faith; when He shall come. 
again, and through all eternity, men shall be 
saved by love. Now abideth these three, hope, 
faith, and love, and the greatest of these is love. 
The beginning of history was in the purpose of 
creation and redemption; the substance of his- 
tory is the life and influence of Jesus Christ in 
the world; the goal of history is when redeemed 
humanity shall see the new heavens and the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. Both the 
beginning and the end of man are made known 
by Revelation. Twice in his history man ap- 
pears perfect, at the beginning and at the end. 
The parable leaves the prodigal son where it 
found him, in his own home; but what sad, 
what terrible experiences separate the twa 
scenes! Man once deemed himself at the very 
center of the spatial universe. He has long 
since discovered his mistake, and he is tempted 
now to despair by his conscious littleness. But 
the God-man, Christ Jesus, is there—he by 
whom all things were made, and for whom all 
things were made, and in whom all things con- 
sist. Communion with him who is both God 
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and man leads to faith in both God and man. 
' He that hath the Son hath the life. The Re- 
vealer and the Redeemer are one. Through him 
the whole history of the race whose beginning 
is outlined in the Scriptures is the story of 
man’s growing intimacy with God. To deny 
the Incarnation is to deny the fact of Revela- 
tion. His fellowship with us is the foundation 
of our fellowship with him. Manhood was cre- 
ated not only by Christ, but for Christ. 

In considering the Fact of Christ, or Christ’s 
Place in History, we see how much larger his- 
tory is than the annals of man. It is the annals 
of God and man, as when God said, “Let us 
make man in our image and after our likeness.” 
It is the history of redemption itself that we 
need to know if we would know the history of 
man. “History is the sum of what has hap- 
pened, or, more precisely, of all that pertains 
to the outward or inward life of humanity, and 
enters essentially into its social, political, intel- 
lectual, moral, and religious progress and devel- 
opment. It comprehends the thoughts, words, 
and deeds, and the prosperous and adverse 
events, which constitute the past, and which 
have produced the existing state of civilized so- 


fTistory the 
annals of God 


and man. 
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ciety.” Mere secular history, as ordinarily con- 
ceived, relates to the natural life of humanity. 
For its completion it needs sacred history, which 
has to do with the special revelation of the Tri- 
une God for the salvation of men, with the 
process of redemption, and the fortunes of re- 
generate humanity. God and man are the es- 


“sential factors in history. History is really a 


self-evolution of God in time, as nature is a rev- 
elation of God in space. God is not an idle 
spectator; he is an active agent, revealing not 
only his power and wisdom, but especially his 
moral attributes. He is the Power, not our- 
selves, that maketh for righteousness, working 
through living persons, ruling or overruling in 
human lives. Religion is so vital a part of his- 
tory that history cannot be written any more 
than it can be enacted without recognizing its 
presence and authority. It is the very atmos- 
phere of history, its morning, noon, and night. 

Christ did not come to found a religion so 
much as to reveal one, with himself less the 
Founder than the Foundation. Faith in his per- 
son is the essence of Christianity, and has ever 
been. He came to reveal God as both immanent 
and transcendent, since nature is finite and cannot 


The Historical Basis. 17 


contain him. We do not accept the Incarnation 
because we can explain it, but because it ex- 
plains everything else. Without the natural the 
supernatural world has no foothold in history. 
When it appears it is like the sun, which is the 
light of all our seeing, though we need to veil 
our eyes from its excess of brightness. The 
surest thing in nature is the thought which ex- 
plains nature, but which nature is powerless to 
explain. Christianity is Christ. Christ’s great- 
est gift was himself. The person of Jesus was 
realized Christianity. 

Christianity is not merely the result of the 
teachings of Jesus, it is the outcome of the per- 
son of the Son of God. It is not Jesus of Naz- 
areth who has so wonderfully entered into his- 
tory and mclded it, it is the divine Christ who 
has been believed, loved, and obeyed as the Sav- 
jour of men. The world might still remember 
the words of Jesus, but should men forget his 
person his very Church would be blotted out. 
Our Lord’s words are indeed the crown of reve- 


lation, but his person is the very substance of it. 


He was not a voice crying in the wilderness, 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” He was the 


Lord himself, who became flesh and dwelt among 
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us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth. His coming as the very Head of the race 
widens the boundaries of history so that we may 
see whence he came and whither he has gone, 
when he came as man’s Creator and Redeemer, 
and has ascended to be his universal Lord and to 
prepare a place where humanity can be colonized 
in heaven. 

John’s Gospel is preéminently the Gospel of 
the Incarnation. It tells us first what Christ is, 
and then how he came to be recognized as such. 
It is not the life of Jesus, it is the life of the 
Christ. It begins not with the Annunciation 
and the Magnificat, but with the “dateless date,” 
as it declares, “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. The same was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made by him, and without 
him was nothing made that was made. In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. And 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
The same voice that in the successive acts of cre- 
ation in the beginning said, “It is good,” is later 
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heard saying, “It is finished.” The work of cre- 
ation was no more approved than the work of 
redemption. John alone records the fatigue of 
Christ, and the blood and water coming from 
his pierced side, and the challenge to Thomas 
to reach hither his finger to put in the print of 
the nails, and his hand to put it in his side. Only 
Luke besides records the tears of the Son of God. 
The idealistic Gospel is most realistic, as it not 
only tells of the eternal Word but of him whom 
we handled, of the Word of life. With all the 
incidents narrated of the historic Christ, John 
declares: “Many other signs therefore did Jesus, 
which are not written in this book: but these are 
written that ye may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and believing that ye 
might have life in his name.” Throughout its 
detailed private conversations, whether with Nic- 
odemus or Nathanael, with the woman of Sama- 
ria or the nameless woman, whose accusers left 
her alone with her final Judge and themselves 
fled from his piercing eye, in all the wonderful 
table-talk recorded in the fourth Gospel, as the 
Son of God at one moment converses with his 
disciples and the next with his Father, the in- 
creasing and abiding impression is that it is not 
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Jesus only who speaks, but the Christ; not the 
son of Mary, but the eternal Son of the Father. 
It is not the prophet of Nazareth “whose mother 
and whose brethren are here with us” that men 
heard, but the eternal Word which dwelt in the 
bosom of the Father, the very mouthpiece of 
God. Not more closely connected is thought 
with speech than was the Word with the Mind 
of God. It was the last supreme effort of God 
to reach the dull ear of man. “God having of 
old time spoken unto the fathers in the proph- 
ets, by divers portions and in divers manners, 
hath at the end of the days spoken unto us in 
his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also he made the worlds; who 
being the effulgence of his glory and the very 
image of his substance, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he had made 
purification of sins sat down on the right hand 
of the Majesty on high.” 

It is not the fact of Jesus that concerns us, 
but the fact of Christ. The humanity no one 
questions; for no human life has been so read 
and studied, and that too every year by count- 
less millions who read the fourfold biography 
with devout wonder and delight. One city alone, 
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Chicago, reports the sale of one million Bibles 
a year, exceeding the combined circulation of 
the ten most popular works of fiction. No words 
that ever fell from human lips have been so 
memorized by childhood, and so served as the 
motto and inspiration of manhood, and so com- 
forted old age as have the words of Jesus for 
the past twenty centuries. He who never wrote 
a line has by his matchless words been the in- 
spiration of vast libraries. He who never placed 
one stone on top of another has become the 
world’s greatest architect and builder, as count- 
less temples and well-appointed cathedrals and 
churches and colleges and asylums bear his name 
the wide world round. His interpretation of life 
has given to all civilized nations new standards 
of ethics and a perfect example of right living. 
His perfect life of only three years before one 
small nation has revolutionized the morals of all 
European nations as could not all the teachings 
of philosophers and moralists since the world be- 
gan. He ushered in the age of humanity when 
the hearts of the parents are turned to the chil- 
dren and the hearts of the children are turned 
toward the parents; nay, when the hearts of all 
men turn toward all the rest of the race, because 
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men now believe that God hath made of one 
blood all nations of men to dwell on all the face 
of the earth. Out of his loving heart has flowed 
the gulf stream of history, giving out its genial 
warmth, conquering by means of a Christian cli- 
mate which is evermore given to the race, gen- 
tling men, teaching them in honor to prefer one 
another, and each to look not on his own things 
but on the things of others, and to bear one an- 
other’s burdens, and so fulfill the Jaw of Christ. 
This was the law of Jesus, but because it was 
the law of Christ. It was the divine law brought 
by the eternal Son into the world when the Son 
of God was manifested that he might destroy the 
works of the Devil. 

It is belief that makes character, and Chris- 
tianity not only offered great facts and truths 
as the basis of belief, but, much more, a great 
Person. None have more fully conceded this 
than Renan, despite his sentimentalism. He well 
says: “The faith, the constancy, the enthusiasm 
of the first generation of Christians can be ex- 
plained only by supposing at the origin of the 
movement a man of colossal proportions.” “The 
great event of the history of the world is the 
revolution by which the noblest portions of hu- 
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manity have passed from the ancient religions, 
comprised under the vague name of Paganism, 
to a religion founded on the Divine Unity, the 
Trinity, and the Incarnation of the Son of God. 
It has taken nearly a thousand years to accom- 
plish this conversion. The new religion had it- 
self taken at least three hundred years in its for- 
formation. But the origin of the revolution in 
question took place under the reigns of Augus- 
tus and Tiberius. At that time there lived a su- 
perior personage, who, by his bold originality, 
and by the love which he was able to inspire, 
became the object and fixed the starting point 
of the future faith of humanity.” “Whatever 
may be the unexpected phenomena of the future, 
Jesus will not be surpassed. His worship will 
constantly renew its youth, the tale of his life 
will cause ceaseless tears, his sufferings will 
soften the best hearts; and all the ages will pro- 
claim that, among the sons of men, there is none 
born who is greater than Jesus.” Let Dr. Schaff 
in one luminous sentence show his true place in 
history: “Jesus of Nazareth, without money and 
arms, conquered more millions than Alexander, 
Czsar, Mohammed, and Napoleon; without sci- 
ence and learning, he shed more light on things 
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human and divine than all philosophers and schol- 
ars combined; without the eloquence of schools, 
he spoke such words of life as were never spo- 
ken before or since, and produced effects which 
lie beyond the reach of any orator or poet; with- 
out writing a single line, he set more pens in mo- 
tion, and furnished themes for more sermons, 
orations, discussions, learned volumes, works of 
art, and sweet songs of praise, than the whole 
army of great men of ancient and modern times. 
Born in a manger and crucified as a malefactor, 
he now controls the destinies of the civilized 
world, and rules a spiritual empire which em- 
braces one-third of the inhabitants of the globe.” 

“Christ’s person is even more intellectually 
real, if possible, than historically actual. It 
stands for a whole order of thought, a way of 
regarding the universe, of teaching regarding 


God and man in themselves and in their mutual - 


relations. Its interpretation touches at once 
facts of history and the ultimate mysteries of 
being.” It is conceded that of all the spiritual 
truth existing in the world to-day not only is 
there not a single important idea which is not 
found in the words of Christ, but all the most 
important ideas can be found nowhere else and 
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have their sole fountain in his mind. Men in 
his day and in ours wondered at the marvelous 
words which came from his lips. His sentences 
were sunbeams. He gave out light like the sun, 
the very center and source of light. He never 
hesitated, whether friend or foe were his ques- 
tioner. He spake as one having authority. His 
words were final and authoritative. And they have 
_been to men as the judgment of a court of last 
resort. ‘These sayings of mine,” the touchstone 
of human life and destiny, gave the world an 
intellectual re-birth as life and immortality were 
brought to light by the gospel. Man’s true place 
in God’s plan was taught by Christ alone. If 
man were capable of such instruction and of 
profiting by such love, he was not made in vain. 
It was Christ’s doctrine of a future life and all 
that it implied that gave a new life to decaying 
Rome and compelled even Gibbon to concede its 
immense importance as an historical fact. The 
study of history has developed, amplified, and 
justified the conception of Christ. It was he 
who came out from God who thus shows us the 
way back to God. He who is the Truth is also 
the Life and the Way. His whole teaching was 
vitally connected with his person. He moralized 
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Deity, and therefore religion; and so made it 
possible, nay obligatory and imperative, to mor- 
alize the whole life of man, individual and col- 
lective. Did he teach the necessity of the atone- 
ment? It was himself who was the Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world. Did he re- 
quire faith? It was “Whosoever believeth on me 
hath eternal life.’ Did he teach the resurrection 
of the body? It was because he himself should 
first be raised from the dead. Was there to be 
a final judgment? It was because the Son of 
Man sat on the judgment seat, and that because 
he was the Son of Man. Was there a continu- 
ity of life beyond the grave? “Because I live, ye 
shall live also.” 

Doubtless one aim of the Incarnation was to 
serve as a basal fact, whatever else be doubted— 
that from which we can reconstruct the past and 


determine man’s true place in God’s plan. The 


fact of Jesus which the world so fully accepts 
in its chronology, its art, its architecture, its 
songs, its literature, its ethics, its legislation, 
must not be limited to a single generation and to 
the influence of the most gifted and pious among 
the sons of men. It is the birth of our Lord that 
men reckon from, and not the birth of Jesus. 
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In that startling reversal of human judgment 
which now and then anticipates Christ’s estimate 
of men from the judgment throne, even the 
kinsmen of Jesus after the flesh are now claim- 
ing him and praising him, as “Jesus the Jew,” 
ranking him as chiefest of all the great men of 
that wonderful people, and so the greatest among 
the sons of men. They would proudly claim any 
glory which Jesus has reflected upon the seed of 
Abraham and of David, condemning the night 
session of the Sanhedrin where Jesus was ille- 
gally tried without an accuser and without a wit- 
ness for his defense, and the irregularities where- 
by a base and illegally appointed high priest sat 
in Aaron’s seat. They find him their greatest 
teacher and prophet who could have saved the 
nation and the holy city from destruction had 
they but have listened to his wise and faithful 
message from the Father. Good Jesus, noble Je- 
sus, patient Jesus, brave Jesus, wise Jesus, what 
a pity that one like Paul should afterwards put 
an interpretation on his words that he never 
dreamed of, and so lead astray all the rest of the 
followers of Jesus! These would make Paul the 
author of Christianity. But who was it that Saul 
of Tarsus received authority to destroy. Those 
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“who called upon the name of the Lord,” as he 
had heard dying Stephen call upon it, saying, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” It was Saul, 
breathing out threatening and slaughter against 
the disciples of the Lord, because they worshiped 
Jesus Christ as Lord, who serves to fix. the place 
of Christ as well as the place of Jesus in the his- 
tory of the world. John and Paul, mightiest of 
the mighty among the apostles, became inter- 
preters, not creators, as did John the Baptist be- 
fore them who cried, “He that cometh after me 
is preferred before me, for he was before me.” 
John’s successor was his predecessor. Christ’s 
biography was written before he was born. Beth- 
lehem, Egypt, Galilee of the Gentiles, Jerusalem, 
the temple, a!l derive their chief historic interest 
from the place which they have in that biogra- 
phy in Old and New Testament, which holy men 
of old wrote as they were moved or borne along 
by the Holy Ghost. Whether before or after 
his incarnation, the Holy Spirit is the biographer 
of Christ. This fact unifies the writings of proph- 
ets, psalmists, apostles, and evangelists. The tes- 
timony of Jesus is everywhere the spirit of proph- 
ecy. The portrait of Christ is too large for the 
frame of the Gospel narratives. 
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The basal fact of the preéxistence of Christ, 
his eternity, his divine nature, is never argued 
in the New Testament. It is revealed. Paul, 
however, makes a strong argument for the doc- 
trine of justification by faith, and also for Chris- 
tian freedom from the law. Men might have 
some question about these latter, and so need to 
be convinced. The person of Christ, the very 
citadel of Christianity, needed no outworks for 
its defense. Three had borne witness: the Fa- 
ther declaring, “This is my beloved Son”; the 
Son ainouncing, ‘Before Abraham was I am,” 
“T and my Father are one”; and the Holy Spirit 
abiding upon him as the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. The Holy Spirit 
now becomes the great agent in thoroughly iden- 
tifying the preéxistent and divine Christ with 
the Son of Man, the chosen of God. He who 
was to guide us into all truth became the witness 
to Jesus as the Truth, who could not but speak 
the truth, for he was the Truth. Grant that 
prior to his resurrection the immediate disciples 
of Jesus saw mostly his perfect humanity, though 
trusting that it might be he that should redeem 
Israel. One even ventured to confess Jesus as 
the Christ, the Son of the living God. To three 
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chosen to be with him on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration was given a vision of his divine glory 
as Saul beheld it near Damascus when the face 
of Jesus outshone the sun. But they were not 
permitted to deciare it until the Son of Man was 
risen from the dead, after which, and especially 
his ascension, Christ’s true worship began. Men 
knew Jesus as born of the seed of David accord- 
ing to the flesh. They were soon to know him, 
one and all, as he is declared to be the Son of 
God with power according to the Spirit of holi- 
ness, by the resurrection of the dead. Then from 
the light which streamed from his open tomb 
and the open heavens soon to receive him back 
where he was with the Father before the world 
was, the human life of this same Jesus whom 
they saw received up into heaven was illumina- 
ted, and the events and words of which his disci- 
ples were forbidden to speak until after his res- 
urrection received their true and full interpreta- 
tion and meaning. 

The illumination of the life of Jesus, the re- 
calling all his wonderful words which could not 
be understood before the resurrection, the wit- 
ness of the angels alike at his birth, his resur- 
rection, and ascension, all now fixed the identity 
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of the Son of God with the Son of Man, of the 
Christ with Jesus the son of Mary, of what he 
said with what he was. Men now saw his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth, the very brightness of 
the Fathex’s glory, the express image of his per- 
son, the one in whom dwelt all the fullness of the 
Godhead bodily. The great central fact of reve- 


lation was seen to have its historical relation to | 


all the other facts of revelation. God who had 
spoken unto the Fathers in the prophets had now 
spoken in his Son, and the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God was seen shining in the 
face of Jesus Christ. It was the supreme reve- 
lation of God, but it was still a revelation with 
an historic basis. Hellenism deified nature and 
placed man on its summit, but Christianity had, 
as it were, humanized God. From that time 
there could be no divorce between religion and 
morals, for men had seen the life of God in terms 
of humanity. 

The reproach of the Greeks was that there was 
“not a gentleman on Olympus.” The gods were 
too vile to be safe guests in one’s home. My- 
thology was full of their amours and passions, 
and a good man was better than a god. With 
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such gods no wonder that it was easier on the 
streets of Athens to find a god than to find a 
man. Men, as ever, became like what they wor- 
shiped. But when a flawless man appeared, born 
in the likeness of sinful flesh yet without sin, 
perfectly human and yet perfect though human, 
made like unto his brethren that he might be a 
merciful and faithful High Priest in things per- 
taining to God to make propitiation for the sins 
of the people, then appeared that chosen vehicle 
wherein could be revealed the divine nature. It 
was not the ideal truth of the Gospels that he 
taught that God could somehow become incar- 
nate in men, that human nature could be indwelt 
by divine nature, but that God had become in- 
carnate in a man. The Truth was a Life, the 
Life of God and the Way to God as well as from 
God. Henceforth the Son of Man was to be de- 
clared and known as the Son of God. Other 
religions had long shown man seeking God, but 
now the true religion had shown God seeking 
man and seeking until he found him. 

There needed no argument for the fact of 
Christ when once Christ found man. The sheep 
might doubt the existence of the shepherd when, 
terrified and bewildered and lost, it was search- 
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ing hopelessly for the shepherd and the fold; but 
once the good shepherd had appeared ready to 
lay down his life for his sheep, as he called the 
bewildered and bleeding sheep by his name and 
bore him gently on his bosom, all doubt died for- 
ever. “He that believeth hath the witness in 
himself.” In the system of truth revealed in the 
Gospels and in the plan of salvation; exhibited 
in the experience of believers, whether contem- 
plated in others or personally realized; and in 
the positive institutions founded on the Incarna- 
tion, whether ecclesiastical or educational or be- 
nevolent, institutions that began with him, and 
ever begin with the knowledge of him through- 
out the world and the history of man, we know 
the fact of Christ. That was the true Light 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world, for in kim was life, and the life was the 
light of men. If ours has been a different world 
since the East and West met at Bethlehem, in 
the decree of Cesar Augustus, and in the coming 
of the star-led seers, it was only that the hopes 
of the incarnate Son of God which cheered Abra- 
ham and Moses, which made patriarch and psalm- 
ist and prophet rejoice to see his day, had now 
been made blessed realities to all who beheld him 
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in the days of his flesh, or look unto and hasten 
his coming as Lord of all, God blessed forever. 
In essence and attributes Christ was ever 
adored by the early Church as equal with the 
Father. Only in his office and work is he sub- 
ordinated, office and work to perform which for 
our redemption he became flesh and dwelt among 
us. “I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only 
begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father, 
Light of light, very God of very God, begotten 
not made, being of one substance with the Fa- 
ther; by whom all things were made; who for 


us men and for our salvation came down from - 


heaven, and was incarnate, and was made man.” 
But before the Nicene Creed was the Apostles’ 
Creed, which for simplicity and compactness has 
never been surpassed. But before either was the 
earliest song of the Christian Church, that sub- 


lime poem which John has prefixed to his Gospel, 


doubtless of his own composing, with its meas- 
ured lines and strophical arrangement, sung to- 
ward the close oi the century that witnessed the 
birth of our Lord, and which will be repeated 
until he come again. 

| In the beginning—God. In the beginning— 
the Word. In the beginning God created. In 
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the beginning all things were made by the Word, 
and without him was nothing made that was 
made. How else could it be but the Word that 
was in the beginning with God and was God 
should also have created all things? Out from 
that “dateiess date’ went forth the creative en- 
ergy which is only one blessed manifestation of 
the infinite love. Man once created, as all na- 
ture came to consciousness in him, created in the 
likeness of God and capable of fellowship with 
his Father, it would not even have been human, 
much less godlike, for the paternal interest to 
have ceased with the birth of his offspring, as 
in some lower forms of animal life. For the 
Lord God to walk and talk with the man whom 
he had made and for whose well-being creative 
power had fashioned and equipped a universe of 
thought and stores of every kind, was but in keep- 
ing alike with the nature of God and man. Nor 
could sin at that stage wholly disrupt that fel- 
lowship. 

Since man’s creation God has had two dwell- 
ing places, heaven and earth. “For thus saith 
the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite 
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and humble spirit.” There is no place which is 
so limitless, nothing finite with such infinite 
reaches of desire and purpose and love, as the 
heart of man when it yearns after God. No 
wonder our God sought such a home, for God 
is Spirit, and seeks such to worship him as wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth. All those won- 
derful interviews of the angel of the Lord with 
Abraham and Moses and Gideon tell of the foot- 
steps of Christ heard all along the way as de- 
vout men were calling upon the name of the 
Lord. The Desire of all nations comes. Then 
comes the greatest theocratic tragedy—God in- 
voked by the nations appears and is slain! Im- 
purity cannot gaze upon purity, and blots out the 
very Sun of Righteousness which has risen with 
healing in his wings. But God’s love exceeds 
even man’s wickedness as the risen Lord appears 
once more to tell of life and love that survive the 
grave. This is the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth, whom we have seen, whom 
we have heard, and whom our hands have handled 
of the Word of life, as he bids us reach hither 
our fingers and our hands and touch his scarred 
hands and side, and be not faithless but believing. 

This is the Christ of man and of God, the very 
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Soul of the universe, the one Man in such vital 
relations with the human race that he delighted 
to call himself the Son of Man. He is our Elder 
Brother. He came to show us the Father. Our 
very belief in immortality rests ultimately on the 
belief in the Fatherhood of God. Because our 
Father has ever sought to establish and maintain 
communication with us, has made us capable of 
a revelation, and has given us one at every stage 
of our being, we expect to survive death itself 
and realize, what we have all along possessed, 
the immortal life of God and man. If God be 
not our Father, we have no future life that is 
worth living, and there is no home of the soul. 
If there is no divine love to heed us, why should 
we care to live? But Christ comes to reveal that 
infinite love which created us; and as he takes 
his departure, the great Lover of our souls de- 
clares, “I go to prepare a place for you, and I 
will come again to receive you unto myself, that 
where I am there ye may be also.” No more 
surely did Christ once come than he will come 
again. 

This is the Christ that was promised, that 
came, and that will come again—God’s unspeak- 
able giftto man. There have been mighty proph- 
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ets who have come from God who have helped 
to change the very climate of the world, but 
there has been but one Christ. Great kings have - 
ruled over men and live in the institutions which 
they founded, but there has been but one Christ. - 
Many wise statesmen have appeared in the his- 
tory of the race, and their laws are fixed in the 
boundaries and dynasties of empires, but there 
has been only one Christ. Great leaders of men 
on the battlefields and in the councils of war have 
appeared in human history, and their forms we 
find in marble and bronze in the capitals of the 
world, but there has been but one Christ. God 
who at sundry times and in divers manners may 
have spoken in these hath at last spoken unto us 
in his only begotten Son, the effulgence of his 
glory, the very image of his substance, and up- 


holding all things by the word of his power. 


“Immortal Love, forever full, 
Forever flowing free, 

Forever shared, forever whole, 
A never-ebbing sea! 


“Our outward lips confess the name 
All other names above; 

Love only knoweth whence it came, 
And comprehendeth love. 
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“And not for signs in heaven above 
Or earth below they look, 


Who know with John his smile of love, 
With Peter his rebuke. 


“In joy of inward peace, or sense 
Of sorrow over sin, 

He is his own best evidence, 
His witness is within.” 


As trustees of a supernatural faith we join Weare trus- 


tees of a su- 


our testimony to apostles, confessors, martyrs, nol) 
saints, passing on the record to our children and giz, 
to future generations, bequeathing to our heirs, 

as did the late Senator Hill of Georgia by last 

will and testament, “the Christian religion as the 
most valuable legacy.” It is not a doctrine that 

we transmit, but the experience of a Person. “I 

do not want even a preposition to stand between 

me and my Lord,” said the great Alexander of 
Princeton as he repeated the words of Paul, “I~ 
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted to him against that day.” “For Chris- 
tianity is not so much the advent of a better doc- 
trine as of a perfect character,” says Bushnell ; 
“and how can a perfect character, once entered 
into life and history, be separated and finally ex- 
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pelled? It were easier to untwist all the beams 
of light in the sky, separating and expunging one 
of the colors, than to get the character of Jesus, 
which is the real gospel, out of the world.” 
Christendom is surely a fact, with its embodied 
appreciation of the facts and truths of Chris- 
tianity. But Christianity is more than Christen- 
dom, as Christ is even more than Christianity. 
The truth of Christ is more than its apprecia- 
tion by any age of the Christian Church, and 
Christ is more than all truth that can be told 
about him or by him, more than any principle 
he embodies or any deeds done by him or in his 
name. Faith in him means more than faith 
in Christendom, or even in Christianity. It is 
faith in a living, reigning Christ, who wore and 
still wears our humanity. Humanity will never 
part with Christ, its Head and its Hope. Chris- 
tianity is a revelation with an historic basis. 
Christian theology that is called the “queen of 
the sciences” is as really inductive as physical 
science, drawing its conclusions from facts of 
revelation. These facts are the utterances of 
prophets and inspired men, until utterance be- 
came incarnate the better to express the mind 
of God, and the Word became flesh that we might 
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hear his words and witness his deeds. The the- 
ory of the Christian religion, like any scientific 
theory, is groundless and misleading without its 
supporting facts. And Christ is the great Fact, 
and all is staked on the fact of his Person and 
his resurrection. He is not only the crown of 
revelation, he is the substance of it. He is not 
only the creative agency, he is the final cause of 
the universe. He is the eternal goal as well as the 
original starting point. In him all things consist. 

The Incarnation is an event belonging to two 
worlds. The God-man was the central fact in 
the plan of the universe. Bethlehem and Cal- 
vary were lighthouses erected along the coast of 
the new world which Christ created before a 
single navigator had sighted its shores. If 
Greece, “land of lost gods and godlike men,” 
was shaped like a human hand where art should 
have its home, and Italy like a human foot to 
preficure the stately tread of the Roman as he 
took his triumphant march to the Pillars of Her- 
cules or the far-off British Isles and thence east- 
ward to the rising sun, Palestine was shaped 
like a harp, no less than Gennesaret itself, that 
the songs of David and of David’s greater son 
should be heard to the remotest bounds of the 
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habitable earth. In the wonderful life-story of 
Jesus Christ this harp has been a fifth Gospel to 
tell the world not only of its foremost citizen, 
its greatest philanthropist, its bravest reformer, 
the truest neighbor, the model friend, but of its 
wisest teacher and most eminent physician, its 
Redeemer and Lord. 

Nor will the world ever forget this great fact 
of Christ. Songs and architecture are said to 
be the great enemies of forgetfulness. Christ 
who never placed one stone upon another lives 
in the imperishable architecture of every great 
capital of the world to-day (for every great 
capital even in pagan lands shows a temple to 
Christ), and the countless asylums and churches 
of every continent vie with the massive cathe- 
drals and temples in keeping alive the fact of 
Christ. But should some mighty cataclysm shat- 
ter every structure that man has built to perpetu- 
ate the memory of our Lord, he would live in 
the songs of the home and of the heart until that 
greater cataclysm that shall usher in the new 
heavens and the new earth. Our creed is a Per- 
son. The Incarnation is both the consummation 
and crown of the past and the starting point of | 
the future. 
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What concerns men most to-day is not fiature, 
but humanity—the study of man rather than of 
animals and rocks, the human heart with its 
needs rather than inanimate or insentient life. 
We are far more concerned about human mis- 
ery than the antiquity of man, about what to do 
with the humanity about us than as to how it 
came to be. Sociology has taken the place of 
geology and biology in the world of thought. 
Man is less a savage concerned only for himself 
or his tribe than he is a human being declaring 
that nothing that is human can be foreign to 
him. The age of humanity has been ushered in. 
The world is grown smaller and nations more 
neighborly. Men are touching elbows all over 
this planet, and are even watching the heavens 
to see if from our nearest neighbor, Mars, some 
signals are not set to catch our eager and sym- 
pathizing sight. We feel our kinship with the 
stars as we regulate our watches by their move- 
ments and navigate our ships by their light. Is 
there none there who cares to hold communica- 
tion with us, none above us who can help us? 
Yes, the very creation of man in God’s image 
laid the basis for the Incarnation. Revelation is 
keyed to human faculties, for its truths are in- 
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tended for man. “We yield all blessings to the 
name of Him who made them current coin.” 
Messages have abounded by countless messen- 
gers, until One came saying, “I say unto you,” 
while all heaven proclaimed his name; and holy 
men who had long declared his coming, and 
whose words men were wont to believe because 
of their exalted character, were seen by chosen 
witnesses talking with Christ, as Moses and Eli- 
jah appear in the glorious scenes of the Trans- 
figuration. But not alone to the privileged few 
on the mountain summit is made known the com- 
ing of the Son of God, but the suffering, sobbing, 
weary multitudes in the plain hear “the pearl of 


’ 


the sayings of Jesus,” as Christ himself declares 
at once whence he came and his mission of grace: 
“All things have been delivered unto me of my 
Father: and no one knoweth the Son save the 
Father; neither doth any know the Father save 
the Son and he to whomsoever the Son willeth 
to reveal him. Come unto me, all ye that labor 


and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 


And so the Word had breath, and wrought 
With human hands the creed of creeds 
In loveliness of perfect deeds, 

More strong than all poetic thought; 
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Which he may read that binds the sheaf, 
Or builds the house, or digs the grave, 
And those wild eyes that watch the wave 

In roarings round the coral reef. 


Satan in the wilderness claimed all power, 
which he proposed to share with the selfish, the 
ambitious, the proud, the workers of iniquity. 
Christ, too, claimed all power, which he offered 
to share with the humble, the meek, the poor 
in spirit, and the single in heart. Satan’s appeal 
was to the visible; our Lord’s appeal was to the 
invisible. To-day the invisible has become visi- 
ble, the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen. Christ’s kingdom, be- 
ginning with twelve men, when the entire popu- 
lation of the world was less than the present 
population of our own land, is now become the 
largest as it is the oldest kingdom in the world. 
His is the unchanging dynasty: “For unto the 
Son he saith, Thy throne shall stand forever and 
ever; and the scepter of righteousness is the 
scepter of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved right- 
eousness and hated iniquity; therefore God, thy 
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows.” 
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(47) 


But thee, but thee, O Sovereign Seer of time, 

But thee, O poets’ Poet, wisdom’s tongue, 

But thee, O man’s best Man, O love’s best Love, 

O perfect life in perfect labor writ, 

Of all men’s comrade. Servant, King, or Priest, 

What IF or YET, what mole, what flaw, what lapse, 

What least defect or shadow of defect, 

What rumor tattled by an enemy, 

Of inference loose, what lack of grace 

Even in torture’s grasp, or sleep’s, or death’s,— 

Oh, what amiss may I forgive in thee, 

Jesus, good Paragon, thou crystal Christ? 
—Sidney Lanier. 


Great Master, touch us with thy skillful hand; 
Let not the music that is in us die. 

Great Sculptor, hew and polish us, nor let, 
Hidden and lost, thy form within us lie. 


(48) 


if, 


Pee nu DER EIRCE OR THER HOLY 
SPIRIT—THE DOCTRINAL BASIS. 


BerForE the Incarnation, the Holy Spirit had 
no abiding place in man. The body which was 
the intended temple of the Holy Ghost had been 
- defiled and rendered unfit for his abiding pres- 
ence. Jo no one as yet could his presence be 
given without measure. On no one as yet was 
the Holy Spirit seen descending and abiding. 
The best of men, even like Moses and Elijah, 
were at times disqualified through exhausted 
physical energies and the weakness of their faith 
alike in man and in God. God’s ideal man 
whose spirit, soul, and body nothing atrophied 
or dwarfed, could be presented entire because 
preserved entire, was not ready until the com- 
ing of Jesus Christ. The world had many splen- 
did fragments of men, but its first Adam was a 
sad memory, and he was without a successor. A 
blight seemed to rest upon all his offspring. For 
thousands of years, however pure and promis- 
ing their childhood, men still went astray speak- 

4 (49) 
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ing lies. There was none that did good abso- 
lutely and continuously, no not one. Wrong- 
doing seemed to be and was in the blood. Was 
there ever to be an exception, and how? 

There appeared one who said, “A body hast 
thou prepared for me. And lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God.” He was in the likeness of sinful 
flesh and yet without sin, either in his own con- 
sciousness or in the convictions of any who knew 
him. The world no more accepts the law of 
gravitation than it accepts the moral integrity 
and purity of the Son of Man. In the eye and 
mind of traitor, judge, and executioner alike, 
there was nothing worthy of death in him. 
Standing among the sons of men, Jesus of Naz- 
areth is “the chiefest among ten thousand” and 
“altogether lovely.” Even those who fall short 
of beholding all his true glory admit “that the 
highest consciousness of God that ever existed 
in the breast of humanity” was in Jesus. Can 
it be that there was some close connection be- 
tween his divinely prepared body and his great 
moral elevation? Was it because his body was 
holy from the hour it was divinely fashioned 
from the substance of the virgin mother that he 
was able to say, “Lo, I come to do thy will, O 
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God,” and at the end, “I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do’? Yes, we cannot 
understand Christ except we conceive a physical 
as well as a moral miracle. Of the two, the 
physical is the lesser. Perhaps for this reason 
the Virgin Birth is mentioned only by Matthew 
and Luke, giving doubtless the one Joseph’s ac- 
count, and the other Mary’s, of that supernatural 
event. The perfect humanity of Jesus, as the 
perfect vehicle through which might be made 
known his divinity, was the masterpiece of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The formation of the body of Jesus was as 
distinctively a creative act as was the creation of 
Adam. No process of evolution has ever ac- 
counted for the human body any more than for 
the human conscience. While it shows much in 
common with the bones and muscles and nerves 
of other animal forms for the various functions 
of man’s physical life, yet these physical func- 
tions which make up all animal life are incidents 
in the higher life of man, a life which separates 
him far more from the material world than from 
the spiritual world. Because man became in- 
different to his higher nature, he became the slave 
of his animal passions and appetites, and so far 


The Second 
Adam anew 


creation, 


52 The Masterpiece of the Holy Spirit: 


- dehumanized himself that his Creator repented 
him that he had made man. Like beautifully 
fashioned vessels intended for kings’ palaces, 
men broke in the kiln, and only fragments were 
found in place of vessels of honor. By a divine 
process of selection God chose new heads of 
families, both men and nations, as if still to test 
what could be done with our fallen and depraved 
humanity ; but with only one or two removes from 
the chosen head, the ver¥ elect of God, the off- 
spring whether of Noah or Abraham or Moses 
or David is found utterly faithless, and too often 
the flaws appear first in the parents themselves. 
The problem before the divine mind was the 
coming among men not only of a true man, but 
of one more truly man, more thoroughly repre- 
sentative of God’s thought and purpose in man 
than any since the fall of the first man. He must 
therefore be a second Adam, a new creation, in 
the likeness of sinful flesh and yet without sin. 
If woman had by a distinct act of creation been 
formed from the side of man, now the promised 
seed of the woman by a distinct act of creation 
should be fashioned of the substance of a vir- 
gin. God turned aside from the fragments of 
the race to select a new piece of our common 


The Doctrinal Basis. 53 


humanity and from it, without the intervention 
of a human father, to create the human body of 
the Son of Man. As the archangel announced 
to the wondering virgin Mary the amazing pur- 
pose of the Almighty, her pure, modest, cour- 
ageous spirit responded, “Behold, the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy 
word.” 

When the heavenly Father chose of all women 
in the world the one who should become the 
mother of Jesus Christ, the chosen virgin repre- 
sented what was best in humanity, the spiritual 
and not the physical, faith and not sin. It was 
a shock to Mary’s own view of the possible In- 
carnation, as it was to the traditional view of 
her nation, despite the prophecy of Isaiah, that 
the Son of God should not share our nature 
through the usual method of a human birth of 
two earthly parents. But no sooner was the 
announcement made of God’s plan than she ac- 
cepted it as final. It was to the custody of such 
a spiritual nature, accepting unhesitatingly the 
divine word, even as Abraham had not accepted 
it respecting Isaac, that was committed the un- 
born child who was to be born not of the will of 
man, but of the will of God. By reason of such 
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lofty faith, such perfect obedience, such inspired 
courage, such rapturous love, who dare say but 
that the virgin mother imparted to her future 
son less the heredity that told cf sin than the 
inheritance of faith, her inheritance from the 
prophets and patriarchs whose songs she had 
made her own? It needed no immaculate con- 
ception of the virgin to make pure her offspring 
by attenuating the sinful taint of our human 
blood. It but needed that the Holy Ghost which 
fashioned the body of Christ should assert such 
complete supremacy over Mary’s obedient faith 
and love as that she should walk after the spirit 
and not after the flesh. “For no word of God 
shall be void of power,” said the reassuring Ga- 
briel as he declared, “The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall 
overshadow thee: wherefore also that which is 
to be born of thee shall be called holy, the Son 
of God.” 

The consciousness of motherhood, of life with- 
in life, makes ever its appeal to all that is most 
sacred and best in woman. How much more 
such a life implanted alone by the divine will 
and power, with such a secret imparted to a 
wondering, reverent, adoring spirit! No wonder 
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that art has sought to give the face of every 
Madonna the listening look as if Mary ever 
heard the voice of Jehovah and of her holy child. 
A devout woman once studying the virgin moth- 
er’s face and that of the infant Christ said, ‘“Who 
would not be a good woman to have such a child 
as that?’ The influence of the obedient faith 
and the adoring love of the devout mother was 
such as never before was known among the pre- 
natal influences that do so much toward shaping 
a human life, for to no mother had ever before 
been given such honor, and to none was shown 
such divine confidence. It was the action and 
reaction of the life within the life that so pro- 
foundly affected both the virgin mother and the 
holy child. And so it was our humanity at its 
best that the Holy Spirit used in fashioning the 
human body of Jesus, which, unmarred by per- 
sonal sin as it had been born without original 
sin, was to be raised from the dead and become 
the glorified body which he wears upon the 
throne. As by one door of the supernatural 
Christ entered into the world, so by another door 
he returned to the Father. The sons of God no 
more shouted for joy over the original work of 
creation, when God crowned his works by the 
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making of the first Adam, than when over the 
plains of Bethlehem the shepherds of the tem- 
ple flocks heard the great multitude of the heav- 
enly host singing in rapturous joy over the crea- 
tion of the Second Adam, the Lord from heaven, 
whose name they call Jesus, because he should 
save his people from their sins. 

What more fitting home could have been cho- 
sen for the early human life of this divinely 
fashioned Jesus than the home of Joseph and 
Mary, both of whom, despite their poverty, were 
in all probability of the royal line of David? 
Their faith alike in God and in one another 
had been so fully tested, their courage had been 
so strengthened as they listened at once to the 
commands and the promises of God, that Jesus 
was safe in their protecting love, whether in the 
flight into Egypt or the return to despised Naza- 
reth. So great was the respect inspired that as 
the child grew, and waxed strong, filled with 
wisdom and the grace of God upon him, Jesus 
was subject unto his earthly mother and hon- 
ored the courageous, reverent, and faithful Jo- 
seph, a model of considerate love both before 
and after the miraculous birth. “Joseph, like 


Mary, was deemed worthy of a divine revela- 
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tion, as he too looked for the consolation of Is- 
rael. If Mary was a saint and a heroine, Joseph 
was both saint and hero, one who had too much 
faith in God to lose faith in the woman he loved, 
a gentleman, a protector in those trying months 
when Mary so much needed his confidence and 
his love. Not that it was necessary for her as 
a woman to go to Bethlehem to be enrolled, but 
because she needed the companionship of one 
who knew her divine secret and whose faith like 
hers had been inspired and strengthened by a 
heavenly vision. Mary took the long, slow jour- 
ney to find no room in the inn because of their 
late arrival. But the Holy Spirit had prompted 
the journey so that the heir of the throne of Da- 
vid should be born in Bethlehem, while shep- 
herds and wise men from afar might worship 
him who was born King of the Jews, the first 
of his titles, the one put above his sinking head 
upon the cross, and the last to be won of all his 
mighty conquests. So began that wonderful 
life, virgin-born, cherished in a paradisiacal home 
of mutual and reverent love such as poverty could 
not dim; nor was Jesus willing to say the words, 
“Tt is finished,” until he had found for that moth- 


er another home, a home where faith, so essen- 
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tial to woman’s life, might abound as in the 
home of his childhood. The virgin mother was 
the first disciple of her Lord. Still pondering 
all these things in her heart, she is last seen 
among the devout company who all with one ac- 
cord continued steadfastly in prayer in the upper 
room when Pentecost brought those first fruits 
of the world’s great harvest that should place 
the name of Jesus above every name ever spoken 
by angels or men, to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther. 

The Holy Spirit who had fashioned the body 
of Jesus had found one at last who regarded his 
body as a temple, a temple to be kept pure from 
defilement of any sort. How sacredly he guard- 
ed the body that had been divinely prepared for 
him, and how free he kept it from both sin and 
disease! No fever burned in his veins. He that 
bare the sicknesses of others was himself never 
sick. Those days of teaching and healing, when 
virtue was constantly going out of his body, as 
he gave so freely of his own rich life forces for 
the recovery of others, were followed by nights 
of refreshing or of occasional vigil and prayer, 
broken now and then to cross the stormy sea 


to his terror-stricken disciples, or to heal the 
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wretched demoniacs of Gadara. That strong 
frame by inheritance, nourished by the healthy 
love of life and work, kept free from all that 
would weaken it, whether by asceticism or self-in- 
dulgence, told of a reverence for the human body 
which he ever taught by his thoughtfulness of the 
hungry thousands growing faint for lack of food, 
or by his care for his wearied disciples whom he 
bade to come apart and rest a while, or his compas- 
sion on the great company of impotent folk drawn 
to the Great Physician to be healed. The Holy 
Spirit that fashioned that body of the substance of 
the virgin at times made it translucent with the 
divine glory of the only begotten Son of God 
when his astonished disciples saw his face out- 
shine the sun“and his raiment become whiter 
than the light. It was fitting that that body 
which had never known sin should never see 
corruption, that not one bone should be broken 
amid the scenes of violence at Golgotha, and 
that its transfiguration glories should become 
the permanent glory of the ascension as it was 
last seen above Olivet amid the angelic convoy, 
honored to celebrate with holy joy both the birth 
and the triumph over death of the Son of Man. 
But it was not the body of Jesus, though di- 
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vinely fashioned. at birth and kept sinless for its 
holy mission, that was the masterpiece of the 
Holy Spirit. The Christ of God, the Jesus of - 
the Gospels, was not simply a perfect human 
body filled with the Holy Spirit, performing all 
the functions of a human soul, thus being at the 
same time without human thought or affection 
or will, while he was without sin. For Jesus 
to have been without a human mind and will 
would for him to have been less than human, a 
perfect animal in human form but without an 
informing and guiding intellect. Such a being 
would have found a proper place in an institu- 
tion for the feeble-minded, and not as the wise 
teacher and mighty leader of men. No such 
disparagement was to be shown the human in- 
tellect as if it could not be trusted, and the hu- 
man spirit as if it could not be transformed to 
prove what is the good and acceptable and per- 
fect will of God. The presence of the Holy 
Spirit had not hindered the intellectual life of 
Bezaleel, when he was made such a cunning 
craftsman, or of Solomon, when wisdom was 
divinely given in answer to his kingly prayer. 
Moses was the more, not the less, capable be- 
cause of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that 


The Doctrinal Basis. 61 


was given him. It was this mighty quickening 
that came to the mental and spiritual life of the 
prophets through the Holy Spirit that made pos- 
sible the great insight and foresight of Isaiah 
and Ezekiel and ranks them among the most 
gifted of the sons of men for intellectual might. 
They were greater, not less, as men for such in- 
spiration. How much greater they might have 
been had there been no let or hindrance to the 
heavenly muse which they invoked, if the Holy 
Spirit could have been given without measure 
unto them, remaining and abiding upon them! 
Only once in human history did the Holy Ghost 
find such a perfect vehicle, and that was the 
prophet of Nazareth, whose weighty words fell 
upon startled ears, “Behold, a greater than Solo- 
mon is here.” It was not until after his ascen- 
sion that even John could say, “The law was 
given by Moses; but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.” He did not give it or bring it so 
much as he was it. It came by him. 

Leaving for later consideration the conscious- 
ness of Jesus which preserved his identity from 
everlasting to everlasting as one with the Fa- 
ther, from the memory of the glory which he 
had with the Father before the world was to 
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the eager anticipation of the sharing of his glo- 
ry with his redeemed, it best suits our purpose 
and plan to consider now the perfect intellectual 
and spiritual life which so well became the per- 
fect and sinless physical life of Jesus. Doubt- 
less not until John the Baptist saw the promised 
credential of Jesus, the Spirit descending as 
gently as a dove and abiding on him, did there 
come to the human soul of our Lord the divine 
recognition, “This is my beloved Son in whom 
I am well pleased.” This consciousness of Son- 
ship was followed by the temptation when the 
Second Adam regained the Paradise which the 
first Adam had lost, and Satan was driven back 
defeated for the first time in his malignant ca- 
reer, after he had finished all the temptation and 
without a single venomous arrow left in his 
quiver. Not until then was Jesus conscious of 
the measureless presence of the Holy Spirit with- 
in him. It was the chrism that made the human 
Christ. The seven-fold gifts of the Spirit had 
been given him, the spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing, the spirit of counsel and of might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of reverence, until he 
consciously drew his breath in the fear of the 
Lord. Thus equipped he returned in the power 
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of the Spirit to Galilee, and stood up to read in 
the synagogue of Nazareth where he had heard 
sO many voices droning out the inspired words 
of Isaiah. His first text was, “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach good tidings to the poor: he hath 
sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” It was thus under the in- 
spiration of the Spirit such as Isaiah himself 
had, only in a lesser measure because incapable 
of the measureless gift which belonged only to 
the Son of Man, that Jesus announced the pro- 
gramme of Christianity, forming and proclaim- 
ing a plan of movement which he never changed. 
The serenity of his last words on the cross and 
on Olivet was in that first sermon, briefer than 
the text itself, as Jesus said, ‘To-day hath this 
scripture been fulfilled in your ears.” 

Jesus, who had been conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, had been filled with the Spirit, had been 
anointed by the Spirit, had been led of the Spirit, 
had wrought miracles by the Holy Spirit, was 
strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner 
man for all his earthly ministry, so that the Spirit 
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which clothed himself fully with the body and 


intellectual and moral powers of Jesus became 
so thoroughly identified with Christ that he is 
known among the apostles as the Spirit of Christ. 
It was fitting that out of his perfected and glo- 
rified manhood after his ascension the Holy 
Spirit should be given to men that according 
to the riches of his glory they might be strength- 
ened with power through his Spirit in the in- 
ward man. The riches of his glory made good 
the promise of the riches of his grace. He was 
now able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that they could ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us, but which first dwelt in 
him, who through the eternal Spirit offered him- 
self without blemish unto God. The perfect yet 
growing childhood of Jesus prepared that mature 
manhood when the Spirit could be given with- 
out measure unto him. For it became him, for 
whom are all things and through whom are all 
things in bringing many sons unto glory, to make 
the Captain of their salvation perfect through 
suffering. He who is the Captain of faith, its 
Author and Perfecter, whose unfaltering words, 
“T will put my trust in him,” was the motto of 
his earthly life, triumphed through the Spirit who 
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also raised him from the dead. But if the Spirit 
of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell- 
eth in you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from 
the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit that dwelleth in you. No 
earthly attraction or power can withstand the 
uplifting power of the Spirit of Christ. 

Insight into human nature, farsight into pres- 
ent events and their meaning, and foresight of 
the future showed the great mental elevation of 
Christ under the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
It was not omniscience which revealed the char- 
acter of the Samaritan woman and her past his- 
tory. She deemed it a gift such as other proph- 
ets possessed in their measure when she said, 
“Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.” Simon 
the Pharisee conceived that Jesus was not even 
a prophet, because he had not read the character 
of the woman that was a sinner, as he supposed. 
It was farsight rather than omniscience which 
told the disciples where to cast their nets, and it 
was foresight, the knowledge of events in their 
causes, that predicted the fall of Jerusalem. The 
minds of the prophets had been so quickened by 
the Holy Spirit that they too had shown what 
was possible to human nature when divinely 
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illumined.. Christ’s intellect had only been more 
illumined than theirs. He knew man as no 
prophet had ever known man before, knowing 
even “the beginning” of the apostasy of Judas, 
a beginning that synchronized with the begin- 
ning of that Spirit in the other apostles that led 
to their desertion, which he so faithfully pre- 
dicted, but without avail. It was the Holy Spirit 
given without measure unto Jesus that gave the 
miraculous insight and farsight and foresight 
such as no human intellect had ever had. 

Christ claimed to work miracles by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, as Moses had wrought them, 
and Elijah. It was such miracles as Christ alone 
wrought and in such numbers that led a ruler of 
the Jews to confess that he must be indeed a 
teacher come from God, for no man could do 
such miracles except God be with him. It was 
not omnipotence that wrought them, but Christ 
who cast out devils by the Spirit of God. The 
greatest of them all, that which called Lazarus 
to life, was not performed till after prayer, as 
was the case when looking up to heaven he 
blessed the loaves and fishes ere they were mul- 
tiplied to feed the five thousand. The man blind 
from his birth believed that Jesus must be a good 
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man or God would not have heard him when he 
bade him go to the Pool of Siloam and wash 
after he had anointed his eyes. The apostles 
themselves wrought miracles, but when baffled 
in their efforts they sought to know the reason, 
and Jesus told them it was because of the little- 
ness of their faith and the absence of importu- 
nate, prevailing prayer. Did not Christ promise 
that the disciples should work even greater works 
than his because he should go unto the Father 


and the Holy Spirit should come upon them? 


Such fruit the branches should bear if the life 
of the true Vine should be in them. 

But the Spirit which dwelt in Christ without 
measure was more than the Spirit of supernat- 
ural intelligence and power, it was the Spirit of 
holiness as well. The love of the true and the 
beautiful and the good was a passion with Christ. 
How his soul was drawn out to the guileless Na- 
thanael, the pure lily, or the pure in heart, those 
who hungered and thirsted after righteousness! 
How significant his prayers, “O righteous Fa- 
ther!” “O Holy Father!” What sinlessness he 
showed, and unbroken communion with God! 
What unfaltering faith when apparently every 
plan seemed abortive! When his enemies are 
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busiest planning his death, he is making an ap- 
pointment with his disciples to meet him in Gali- 
lee after his resurrection, to plan for the preach- 
ing of his gospel in all the world. Yet with all 
such consciousness of power what a marvel of 
humility was Jesus! The Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, he was content to be known simply as 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of 
the world. But his was no untried innocence, 
no untested and untempted sinlessness. “The 
union of the divine with the human did not 
make it impossible for him to sin, but it made 
it possible for him not to sin.” Tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin, but not 
without suffering while being tempted, he tri- 
umphed as the first Adam might have triumphed; 
for God has never permitted any man to be 
tempted but with the temptation has provided a 
way of escape. Christ found that way, and is 
now become that way. No more does the sun 
shine upon this unclean world without defilement 
than did Christ illumine and touch sinful man 
and remain spotless. If man is a true anthropos, 
a creature with an upturned eye, as the Greeks 
delighted to call him, Jesus Christ was the Per- 
fect Man who with upturned eye ever showed his 
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entire and constant dependence on God. His per- 
fect moral nature was due to the availing him- 
self without measure of all the gifts of the Spirit, 
which become the fruits of the Spirit when he 
dwells in us. For the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace (the inward graces), long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness (in relation to others), faith- 
fulness, meekness, and temperance (in relation to 
God and man). 

Nor were his graces of character untested and 
his influence due to mere passive traits. His 
beautiful and perfect life was not like some no- 
ble ship, every line of which seems perfect, but 
which has never encountered the storm’s worst 
fury. What very typhoons did he not encounter? 
Every color in his perfect character was set in the 
fire, whether of humility, or patience, or endur- 
ance, or courage, or faith. The Captain of our 
salvation, our file leader in the faith, bears the 
scars of the world’s fiercest battles. Every field 
of conflict was stained with his blood and tears. 
He wrestled not only against flesh and blood, his 
own and that of his disciples for whom he would 
fain apologize that the spirit was willing even 
though the flesh be faint, but he wrestled with 
principalities and powers, with spiritual wicked- 
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ness in high places, the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, the prince of the power of the air. 
His very exalted and illumined gifts became a 
snare to him so that Satan constantly urged him 
to use his power for himself, to turn stones into 
bread so as to provision an army, to still tem- 
pests until the world should know that he could 
create tempests as well, until no navy could at- 
tack his kingdom, to form alliances by virtue of 
such powers as immediately to realize his high- 
est ambition. The fiercest conflict came when in 
Gethsemane his chosen plan seemed a failure as 
the men through whom he proposed to extend 
his kingdom were ready for desertion and still 
clamored that at that time he restore the king- 
dom to Israel and.drive every Roman legion and 
cohort into the sea. Then he taught us what it 
means when we say, “Our wills are ours to make 
them thine.” Never was Jesus greater and more 
Godlike as a man than in his superb self-mastery, 
his unfaltering adherence to the divine plan, in 
the lofty courage which is indifferent to pain as 
the soul is mastered by a great principle, in his 
endurance as seeing him who is invisible. His 
imperial will unshaken by ever compromising 
with wrong, or temporizing with any set of cir- 
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cumstances or popular opinions, seeking as the 
true Son and Servant of Jehovah to do only his 
Father’s will, held steadily on its chosen course 
to Calvary, while his disciples looked upon him 
and were afraid. The awe that filled them was 
that which comes at the sight of a man who 
draws his very breath in the fear of the Lord. 
Such a man knows no other fear. He reveals 
the God who dwells within. “Behold my serv- 
ant, whom I uphold; my chosen in whom my 
sould delighteth. I have put my Spirit upon 
him. He shall not fail or be discouraged, till 
he have set judgment in the earth and the isles 
shall wait for his law.” 

Jesus Christ’s crowning spiritual trait was his 
faith in man and his quenchless love for man. 
_ Beyond all gifts of wisdom and knowledge, of 
eloquence and beneficence, even the giving of 
one’s body to be burned, is charity, the love that 
endureth all things, that hopeth all things, that 
believeth all things, that never faileth. The best 
of men, like Moses and Elijah, have at times lost 
faith in man; Christ never did. Men who have 
been greatly used of God, wearing even the key 
of heaven at their girdle, have at times utterly 
despaired of men, and have cried, “Let me die; 
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I am no better than my fathers. I only am left 
that have not bowed the knee to Baal.” This 
loss of faith in men means utter discouragement 
and speedy loss of faith in God. Then useful- 
ness ceases, for God can never use a discouraged 
man. Only an unswerving faith in God-can keep 
man from complete despair as to men. He who 
loses faith in man under God loses faith in God 
over man. Men who do not believe in the pos- 
sibility of human redemption have lost faith in 
the power of the gospel, in the promises of God, 
and lack that love that hopeth all things and be- 
lieveth all things. Christ’s teachings have amazed 
the world by their apparently visionary hopes of 
recovering bad men through patience and for- 
bearance, bidding men forgive an erring but peni- 
tent brother, not seven times, but seventy times 
seven. Love even: your enemies, and do them 
good and lend, never despairing, or despairing 
of no man; and your reward shall be great, and 
ye shall be sons of the Most High; for he is 
kind toward the unthankful and the evil.” So 
Christ spake, not that he did not know men’s 
capacity for ingratitude, or faithlessness, or 
treachery, or malice, for no one ever knew bet- 


ter what was in man of evil, but none ever knew 
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better the good that was in man when reached 
and called out by divine love. On his cross his 
very prayer for his murderers was an apology 
for them, and within fifty days three thousand 
of them had been won by that prayer, just as a 
few years later the Church owed Paul to the 
prayer of Stephen. Christ had faith in men be- 
cause he had such unswerving faith in God who 
made man with an immortal soul of infinite value 
and longings. To that soul of man Christ made 
his appeals, and to the best that was in man. He 
never lowered his ideals to appeal to less than 
the best, for the supremacy of less than the best 
in man means less than his earthly safety and 
less than his final salvation. _ 

Jesus Christ was not only a perfect man, he 
was the epitome of mankind. Mental fullness, 
and yet without a mental saturation point, was 
no more the characteristic of his intellect than 
completeness was the characteristic of his moral 
and spiritual nature. Great men are usually 
those who show a preéminence of one charac- 
teristic over another. What they lack in sym- 
metry they seem to gain in strength. But the 
strength is only seeming. It is a house liable 
to fall in the midst of a storm from lack of be- 
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ing well-proportioned. Most men fall from an 
excess of what is called their strength. The 
strong-willed man may become self-willed to his 
ruin. The passions which sweep all before them 
finally sweep away the man too, as ambition or 
anger bursts all boundaries. Justice may become 
unsympathetic, wisdom may become proud, sensi- 
bility may become morbid. Jesus lacked the pre- 
eminence of one characteristic over another. 
His inheritance from his mother was woman’s 
greatest gift, sensibility, purity, insight. Jesus 
blended these womanly qualities with manly 
strength, justice, wisdom. ‘Thus he invited the 
most sacred confidences of woman while “the 
hard-faced soldier thought aloud” before his 
cross, “Surely this man was the Son of God.” 
The outstretched arms that stilled tempests upon 
Galilee bore little children to his breast. Jesus 
was at once the bravest and the gentlest man that 
the world ever saw. He was also the most public- 
spirited, for his public was not his nation but the 
world. 

Nor do we find in Jesus, as we do in all other 
men, any prominent characteristic of any one 
nation or race. He was more than any race or 
nation. He was the Son of Man. Because he 
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was not more of a Jew in his conceptions and 
plans he became a stumbling-block unto them, 
while his gospel was to the Greeks foolishness, 
since it embodied none of their national ideas. 
He was despised and rejected of his own nation 
that he might become the Saviour of all nations. 
He must have the characteristics of none that 
he may be the better able to reach all who shall 
thus put on Christ. “There can be neither Jew 
nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, 
there can be neither male nor female; for ye are 
all one in Christ Jesus.” 

It was a being of such symmetry of character, 
such mental and moral perfections, who chal- 
lenged human thought and confidence. His ab- 
solute truthfulness respecting earthly things com- 
mands our fullest confidence respecting heavenly 
things. When we hear him declare, “If it were 
not so, I would have told you,” we venture our 
very souls upon his consciousness of his person 
and his mission. 

It is not strange that after achieving such a 
masterpiece the Holy Spirit should have a pas- 
sion for revealing Christ as the Father had for 
announcing, ‘“This is my beloved Son.” It was 
the divine Son who revealed in his own match- 
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less personality the personality of the Father who 
loved him and of the Spirit who dwelt in him 
without measure. It was the divine Son, whom 
the Father sent and whose humanity the Holy 
Spirit so wondrously fashioned and filled, who 
made known the adorable Trinity and led men to 
worship the Triune God. But before there could 
be this perfect revelation of the Father there 
must be a perfect human life, that men might 
see the life of God in terms of humanity. That 
there has been given to the world the record of 
such a life is due to the passion of the Holy 
Spirit for revealing Christ. The departing Christ 
said, “He shall glorify me; he shall call all things 
to your remembrance; he shall guide you into all 
truth.” It was thus through the quickened mem- 
ory of the apostles and evangelists that we have 
the Gospels, and through their great mental ele- 
vation as they prayed and wrote, the Spirit who 
searcheth and knoweth the deep things of God 
helping their infirmities, that the writers of the 
Epistles and of the Acts and of the Apocalypse 
were guided into all truth. The Gospels which 
contain the record of the perfect life and of the 
matchless sayings of Jesus, as the Holy Spirit 
quickened the memories of the inspired writers, 
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were held in peculiar reverence in the early 
Church. None save one of the rank and expe- 
rience of a deacon in the Church was ever per- 
mitted to read them in public. When they were 
read the people were unwilling to hear them 
seated, but rose to their feet and stood with 
bowed and reverent heads to listen to the divine 
story of how the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

Two things were necessary to such a perfect 
life: one that it should have been actually lived 
by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the 
other that it should be written by the help of 
the Holy Spirit. Only inspired men could have 
written the story of an inspired life. Something 
of the mental and spiritual elevation of the Per- 
fect Man whose life is told must have been shared 
by the holy men who wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. 

In fashioning the matchless humanity of Jesus, 
and showing the human mind and heart and will 
at their best in him, the Holy Spirit honored our 
humanity and showed how capable it was of 
illumination. He showed that man is man by 
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virtue of that which allies him with God, not by 
that which gives him kinship with the life that 
is in the world. “The glory of God is the living 
man, and the life of man is the vision of God,” 
proclaimed Irenzus. God’s work reached its 
culmination in man. We look for no higher 
creature ever to be produced. But the glorious 
consummation of nature is now to be found in 
the perfection of humanity. ‘The descent into 
our souls is the ascent to God.” “To penetrate 
the secret of man is to determine the truth of 
God.” “He hath made everything beautiful in 
its time; also he hath put eternity in the heart 
of man.” It was in showing us a living man, 
such as God intended man to be, alive in every 
faculty of his wondrous being, that the Holy 
Spirit reveals the true life of man as the vision 
of God. Eternal life in man can only come from 
eternal life in God. To know the only true God 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, this is life 
eternal. 

God could not reveal himself through physical 
nature any more than he could reveal himself to 
physical nature. He must reveal himself in and 
through what thinks if he reveals himself to 


what thinks. It is human nature with its power 
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of thought and affection and will that can alone 
reveal God or receive God thus revealed. The 
more perfect the human nature at once the more 
perfect the vehicle of revelation as well as the 
recipient of revelation. Only a holy man can re- 
veal a holy God, and only a perfect man can re- 
veal a perfect God. If God have no such agen- 
cies or vehicles, he must remain unrevealed and 
unknown. The light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God could never have been seen shining 
in the face of Jesus Christ save as he was capa- 
ble of apprehending and so revealing God. His 
human powers needed to be at their best, what-' 
ever in addition he may have possessed of the 
divine consciousness, ere he could have so known 
God as to declare, “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father also.” What an open vision was 
his at the sepulcher of Lazarus: “Father, I thank 
thee that thou heardest me. And I know that 
thou hearest me always.” Or again, when about 
to bid the heavy laden to come unto him, he 
said: “All things have been delivered unto me 
of my Father; and no one knoweth the Son but 
the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father 
save the Son and he to whomsoever the Son 
willeth to reyeal him.” That there are no favor- 
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ites to whom such revelation is given is manifest 
by his assurance that whosoever willeth to do his 
will shall know of the doctrine whether it be of 
God. The Son of God no more came saying, 
“Lo, I am come to do thy will, O God,” than he 
seeks to make men perfect in every good word 
and work, to give them power to become the sons 
of God. It is Christ who develops in man the 
power of receiving the divine. But he must be 
perfectly human no less than divine to show us 
God. 

The humanity of Jesus is the masterpiece of 
the Holy Spirit, and shows us how every human 
faculty can be enriched and vitalized by divine 
energy. It was man at his best in Jesus Christ. 
But it was not the Holy Spirit that made Jesus 
divine. It was not a holy man plus the Holy 
Spirit that made the Christ. No mere man, how- 
ever gifted and however holy and however filled 
with the Spirit, ever became divine. The barrier 
between God and man has never been passed from 
below, but always from above. But when God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, 
it was God become man. No. man, not even 
Jesus being man, can become God. “The con- 


sciousness of Christ’s Messianic calling was 
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founded on the knowledge of his unique rela- 
tion to God.” (Weiss.) What Christ claimed 
for himself more than was possible to him as a 
man, what belonged to him distinctively as the 
Son of God, was eternity of being, to have lived 
before Abraham, nay to have lived before the 
world was, to have had no beginning of exist- 
ence, “I and my Father are one,’ and to have 
received authority and power from the Father 
to forgive sins and to become the Judge of the 
living and the dead. As he stood at the grave’s 
mouth conscious that he had life in himself, even 
as the Father hath life in himself, he proclaimed, 
“T am the resurrection and the life. I have pow- 
er to lay down my life, and I have power to take 
it again.” All these divine words told of a di- 
vine consciousness, while it was human lips that 
proclaimed it. As Harnack says, “Christ’s per- 
sonality is his secret, and no psychology can 
fathom it.” 

- But the fact still remains that Christ’s perfect 
humanness reveals possibilities in human nature 
that we have scarce dreamed of. Who can tell 
how many of Christ’s wonderful works were due 
to his perfect manhood such as the world had 


not seen since God gave dominion over nature 
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to sinless man at the beginning? Grant that 
there are limitations to the human knowledge 
of Jesus, yet who can measure the power of his 
insight and farsight, so exceeding any other 
prophet who ever spoke, as due to his quickened 
natural powers under the influence and indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit? So too of his wisdom 
so far exceeding Solomon’s in his knowledge 
of human nature, and his wonderful works 
wrought indeed by the power of the Spirit, as 
Elijah had wrought miracles before, and Moses, 


who combined miraculous power with his rare 


gifts of statesmanship, all through the Holy 


Spirit How many a man failing dares hope 
that some one wiser, with greater penetration, 
more skillful, may succeed? The greatest sur- 
geon looks for a greater, and the ablest states- 
man for one more capable, and the astutest law- 
yer for one with greater insight into the subtle 
questions that baffle his brain. 

This was the avowed mission of Christ, to re- 
create the human race. Adam, with all his vital 
force of thought, was but a living soul. Christ 
Jesus is a quickening spirit. “I am come that 
men might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly.” But he imparts it to them 
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through his human hands and speech and life, 
and as he breathes on them and says, ‘Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost.” Before the Incarnation the 
Spirit had no abiding place in man. Christ came 
to unite himself to human nature, and the Holy 
Spirit came to inhabit it. Through Christ man’s 
body, soul, and spirit may yet become a temple 
of the Holy Ghost; nay, the temple, for no lower 
being may receive and hold fellowship with him. 
Only “the spirit of man is the candle of the 
Lord.” “There is a spirit in man; and the in- 
spiration of the Almighty giveth them under- 
standing.’ What years cannot do, what unaided 
human gifts fail to secure, that giveth the Spirit 
of the Almighty as he quickens through him who 
is life indeed. Over against all false and meager 
views of man’s capacity and destiny stands Christ 
the great reality—the Son of Man. It is God’s 
assurance of what man may be. Men go to two 
extremes, either glorifying man and his won- 
derful achievements, despite his wickedness and 
shame, or else mocking him as 


Created half to rise, and half to fall; 

Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all; 
Sole judge of truth, in endless error hurl’d; 
The glory, jest, and riddle of the world, 


“* We seein 
Christ what 
we worship 
in God.’® 


84 The Masterpiece of the Holy Spirit: 


The Holy Spirit never mocks at man for his 
lost scepter, but shows him how it may be re- 
covered. Jesus is the only recapitulation of hu- 
manity and its only hope. What man has lost 
the Son of Man has won. “Now we see not all 
things subjected to him—but we see JEsus.” 
But it is more than the perfect humanity of 
Christ that the Holy Spirit delights to show, 
masterpiece though it be of human _ physical, 
mental, and moral perfections. He gives that 
spiritual illumination whereby we can see the 
Lordship of Christ. No man can call Jesus 
Lord save by the Holy Ghost. Flesh and blood 
can no more reveal our Lord’s divinity to us 
than they could to Peter. But while flesh and 
blood cannot make Christ known to us as divine, 
they become the vehicle, if perfect, through which 
the Holy Spirit can make him known as the Lord 
from heaven. The Word created the visible 
world, but did not become it, but the Word be-. 
came flesh. Christ assumed human nature into 
personal union with himself, and so became the 
God-man, one Person and two natures, and we 
beheld his glory, the glory of a perfect life made 
possible by the Holy Spirit, full of grace and 
truth, to become the vehicle to us of the life of 
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God in terms of humanity. Christ made known 
the love of God by the grace of God. He came 
to show us God because he was God. Other 
kings send pardons; our King came to bring 
pardon, as he offered himself a full, perfect, and 
sufficient oblation and satisfaction for the sins 
of the whole world. Said President Walker, of 


Harvard: “We see in Christ what we worship 


in God.” Said Professor Peabody: “We have 


in Jesus divine humanity, God manifest in the 
flesh, God in Christ, all of God that can be in- 
carnate, all of God that we can fully compre- 
hend. God in Christ is the only God the Chris- 
tian can know.” In so saying these thoughtful 
and devout men, long perplexed as to the divin- 
ity of our Lord, are in agreement with the Greek 
fathers who saw in Christ “the intensified pres- 
ence of God.” 

Romanes said: “A sure test of great men is 
the absence of lukewarmness respecting them. 
They are either detested are adored.” By that 
standard Christ ranks all others who ever lived. 
His strong, positive character makes lukewarm- 
ness impossible. His ax was laid by John the 
Baptist at the root of every evil that should be 
cut down as he proclaimed One coming after 
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him who was mightier yet, whose fan was in 
his hand thoroughly to cleanse his threshing 
floor. It is not strange that he was crucified, 
or that he is adored. Only Christ could show 
so much of man and of God, because he was 


very man and very God. 


Deep strike thy roots, O Heavenly Vine, 
Within our earthly sod! 

Most human and ye most divine, 
The flower of man and God! 


Only Christ, whether human or divine or both, 
could so stir the human heart as that it should 
exclaim, 
If Jesus Christ is a man, 
And only a man, I say 


That of all mankind I will cleave to him, 
And to him will cleave alway. 


If Jesus Christ is a God, 
And the only God, I swear 

I will follow him through heaven and hell, 
The earth, the sea, and the air! 


The life of Christ prepares us for life in Christ. 
This is the creed of creeds, Christ formed within 
the hope of glory. “The secret of man is the 
secret of the Messiah.” Religion is the way and 
means of evolution, not evolution the way and 
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means of religion. For the Holy Spirit seeks 
by making Christ our Saviour to make him our 
Model. He would make another masterpiece as 
companion, a bride adorned and made ready for 
the Bridegroom. But only the redeemed can 
share the graces of character of the Redeemer. 
All mere human efforts at “imitation of Christ,” 
as a model before he is first known as a Saviour, 
have been failures. Christ must first dwell with- 
in our hearts by faith, that we may be strength- 
ened with power through his Spirit in the inward 
man. There must be passionate love to him 
who hath loosed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and the Father, ere the soul has the strength 
to behold the glory of the Lord so as to be 
changed from glory into glory. It is God’s law 
that we at the same time grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
is the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 
It is only as we are at our best as human beings 
that we can have and hold this spirit within. 
Christ must dwell in our hearts by faith if he 
dwell there at all, and then we can become root- 
ed and grounded in love and apprehend with all 
like-minded, or not at all, the length and breadth 
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and depth and height and know the love of God 
that passeth knowledge, and so be filled with all 
the fullness of God. Now unto him that is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that work- 
eth in us, unto him be the glory in the Church 
and in Christ Jesus, unto all generations forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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My knowledge of that life is small, 
The eye of faith is dim; 

But ’tis enough that Christ knows all, - 
And I shall be with him. 


Behold him now where he comes! 

Not the Christ of our subtle creeds, 
But the light of our hearts, of our homes, 
Of our hopes, our prayers, our needs; 
The brother of want and blame, 

The lover of women and men, 
With a love that puts to shame 


All passions of mortal ken. 
—R. W. Gilder. 


Thou know’st our bitterness—our joys are Thine; 


No stranger Thou to all our wanderings wild; 


Nor could we bear to think how every line 
Of us, Thy darkened image and defiled, 
Stands in full sunshine of Thy piercing eye, 
But that Thou call’st us brethren; sweet repose 
Is in that word! the Lord who dwells on high 
Knows all, yet loves us better than he knows. 


—John Keble. 
(90) 
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THE GREAT COMPANION; OR, THE 
IMMANENT CHRIST. 

THE entire importance of Christianity to the C*ristenity 
world depends upon the person of Christ. Reli- pia 
gion expresses the relationship of persons to a 
person. The three religions that have been ag- 
gressive and missionary each have back of them a 
person—Buddha, Mohammed, Christ. Buddhism 
survives despite the death of its founder from 
gluttony, an excessive fondness for pork. Islam 
continues although Mohammed died a sensualist. 
Each religion is the ruling idea together with the 
personality of its founder. Christianity lives be- 
cause Christ lives. Christianity is Christ. It 
cannot survive his person, his pure character, his 
revelation of the Father. Destroy these and Chris- 
tianity dies. Buddhism is the religion of a meth- 
od, a ritual which can be continued after Buddha 
dies. Mohammedanism is the religion of a book 
which can be memorized and adored after Moham- 
med is dead. But Christianity stakes all on the 
person, character, and personal presence among 
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his disciples of the incarnate Christ. When men 
lose their hold on Christ they lose their hold on 
the Father. If Christ does not show men God, 
he remains unrevealed. Because of the Incarna- 
tion “Christianity,” as has been quaintly said, “is 
on all fours with humanity as is no other religion.” 

Two brilliant scholars and thinkers of our day 
let gc their hold on Christ and speedily lost their 
faith in God. Professor Clifford confessed his 
great sense of loss when he awoke to find and 
deciare “the Great Companion is dead.”’ A favor- 
ite disciple of Professor Clifford recoiled after one 
look into that dark chasm and recovered his faith 
in Christ. Professor Romanes, after a similar ex- 
perience, said: “I am not ashamed to confess that 
with this virtual negation of God the universe to 
me has lost its soul of loveliness. . . . When 
at times I think, as think I must, of the appalling 
contrast between the hallowed glory of that creed 
which was once mine, and the lonely mystery of 
existence as I now find it,—at such times I shall 
ever feel it impossible to avoid the sharpest pang 
of which my nature is susceptible.” The one went 
from the extreme of asceticism to that of infidelity, 
and died ere the terrible reaction set in from the 
utter loneliness of a godless world. The other 
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became so impressed with the historical and spir- 
itual evidences of Christianity that he found God 
in Christ, and before his death returned to that 
full and deliberate communion with the Church 
of Jesus Christ that he had for so many years 
been conscientiously compelled to forego. Christ 
is the Great Companion of the human soul, or 
the soul is left desolate. 

When some one spoke to David Livingstone 
about his loneliness in Africa, the great mission- 
ary explorer replied: “I am not alone. Christ said 
that he would be with me always. It is the word 
of a gentleman of strictest honor, and there’s 
an end of it.” Not more sure were the early dis- 
ciples that they would meet their risen Lord on 
one of the mountains of Galilee than was David 
Livingstone to find the Great Companion in the 
heart of the Dark Continent. In each instance 
they had only his promise, but the promise that 
has never been forgotten or broken. It is the 
promise of an unfailing Friend and Saviour. 
Jesus is the proof and assurance that God is still 
uppermost in the world, and that the last word 
will be his. This dominion of Jesus rests upon 


the power of his love. He is the Lord of human. 


life because of the omnipresence of his love. 


Christ’s word 
that of a gen- 
tleman of 
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son I know 


best is Jesus. 
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Horace Bushnell once said, “The most real 
Person that I know in Hartford, the one I know 
best, is Jesus Christ.” This was what Gabriel 
meant when he gave Jesus the most comprehen- 
sive of all his names—Immanuel, God with us. 
Verily, Christ laid not hold of angels, but he 
took hold of the seed of Abraham. To establish 
permanent communion with men Christ not only 
assumed our humanity, but has taken. it up into 
vital and permanent relation with the Godhead. 
Christ can never be indifferent to our needs when 
he was made like unto his brethren and still wears, 
and permanently, our glorified humanity. The 
human race can never hesitate to approach as its 
Lord one who is also its Saviour. 

John teaches that the Incarnation was a mani- 
festation, while Paul speaks of it as a limitation. 
Both are right. It had to be a limitation in order 
to be a manifestation. Every revelation is at 
once a limitation and a manifestation. Creation, 
like the Incarnation, was a limitation, a “trans- 
former,” so as to permit us to see at all the un- 
speakable glory of God which no human eye could 
look upon and live. Each revealed the divine at- 
tributes while it limited them in the very process 
of manifestation. As by creation Christ did not 
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cease to be God, so by his incarnation he did not 
become merely man. God is and must be a self- 
revealing God, for the burning core of his being 
is love. Man can never be orphaned of a God 
who is love. Through providence and various 
revelations by the mouths of holy men God has 
sought to keep in communication with man. The 
Incarnation is the final and complete revelation 
of the Father, uniting all the earlier foregleams 
in cne clear light, and interpreting them. Christ 
was the angel of the Lord whom Abraham re- 
joiced to see, and the Rock that sent forth such 
spiritual blessings in the wilderness when Moses, 
enduring as seeing him who was invisible, count- 
ed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt. The Word was more than 
the agent of creation ; he was the true Light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
Despite the necessary limitation, God does not 
lose, but rather realizes, his being by his imma- 
nence in nature and in man. And man does not 
cease to be, but rather becomes, himself through 
the presence and operation of the immanent God. 
The divine and human natures are not exclusive 
and contradictory, they are akin. God is no more 
the possibility of being incarnated than man is 


Even Omnip- 
otence cannot 


lay aside love. 
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the permanent capability of the Incarnation, and 
so much more of communion with God. From 
the very affinity of the two natures the Incarnation 
appears possible, while from the necessity of re- 
moving the hindrances to perfect fellowship which 
sin has created it may well become necessary. In 
Christ the two natures are forever united. 

Love can lay aside omniscience to save, but 
even omniscience or omnipotence cannot lay aside 
love. The only begotten Son which is in the 
bosom of the Father hath declared him. Christ 
says the Father so loved that he sent, and the 
Son so loved that he came, and the Holy Spirit 
so loves that as the Executive of the Godhead, 
proceeding from the Father through the Son, he 
is the perpetual expression of the eternal love of 
the self-communing, self-revealing God. God has 
pressed his attributes in many things; in the In- 
carnation he has embodied himself. The filial is 
an ethical more than a physical relation. Father- 
hood can be known only where it is seen with all 
its qualities in fullest exercise. We know what the 
Father is from One who has lived in his bosom, 
his very heart, from all eternity, who has realized 
what Fatherhood is and so can show us the Fa- 
ther. Christ’s Sonship did. not begin with his. 
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historical existence, but preceded it, and even de- 
termined it. He came as a Son, full of the con- 
sciousness of Sonship, that unto as many as re- 
ceive him to them he should give the power to 
become the sons of God. Christ came down from 
heaven that he might receive us into heaven. His 
person was and is his religion, that which binds 
man back to God. Paul’s Christology is as much 
a philosophy of history as it is a theology. It 
is the means of so uniting God and man that the 
two cannot be severed. All the relations of the 
Creator to the creature and of the creature to the 
Creator are through and because of the Sonship 
of Christ, which is also the condition of man’s 
sonship. Christ is by nature, as the Son of God, 
our Mediator, for all things were made by him 
and for him, and in him all things consist. The 
Greek religion was the apotheosis of nature; the 
Christian religion is the incarnation of Christ. 
John, like Isaiah, is very bold; nay, the boldest 
of all the inspired writers, for he not only tells 
us, as Moses did, that in the beginning was God 
and that God created, but he tells us what kind 
of being God is. He was not a solitary being 
with none to commune with and none to love. 
“The Word was in the beginning with God and 
7 
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was God. The only begotten Son which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” 
Love is eternal, and when God created man it 
was no less love that created him than later it 
was love that sought fellowship with man and 
love that redeemed him. Love gave, and love 
came and saw and conquered, and love returns 
again to receive its own. It is the immanence of 
God which is the expression of the love of God. 
It made heaven in the perfect fellowship of the 
Holy Trinity, and, as this blessed communion is 
shared by us through the Holy Spirit proceeding 
from the Father and the Son, it makes our heav- 
en. Our calling is into the fellowship of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. It shall be ours to see 
and in our measure to share the glory which he 
had with the Father before the world was, the 
glory of perfect fellowship. God must be inter- 
preted in terms of Fatherhood if we would know 
him. 

It was the attempt to understand the person 
of Christ, or to unfold and explain the contents 
of his consciousness, that gave to the Church its 
formulated doctrine of the Trinity. The cross 
was the world’s altar whence it got its true vi- 
sion of God—of the Father who loved and still 


< 
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loves, of the eternal Son who came to show us 
at once the Father’s love and his own, and of the 
Holy Spirit who, like the Son, has a passion for 
making known the love of the Father and the 
Son, because it is his own as well. Not more 
eager is the atmosphere to enter a vacuum and 
fill it than is the Holy Spirit divinely eager to 
enter and fill the sorrowing and empty heart of 
humanity with the love of God that passeth knowl- 
edge, that we may be filled with all the fullness 
of God. When we were created in Christ the 
fortunes of the race for good or evil became his. 
The mission of our Elder Brother must fail un- 
less he can show us the Father. Our very salva- 
tion, our true religion, consists in being bound 
back to God as Father. Christ becomes the Sav- 
iour only of them who believe and who receive 
power to become the sons of God. This Elder 
Brother, unlike the one in the parable who “was 
angry and would not go in,” himself sharing our 
humanity, spreads the feast, and all heaven is 
filled with the joy of the unalloyed fellowship. 
“Yea, and our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.” For a thousand years 
Eastern and Western Christendom have joyfully 
confessed with St. Ambrose, “Thou art the King 
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of glory, O Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son 
of the Father. When thou tookest upon thee to 
deliver man, thou didst not abhor the virgin’s 
womb. When thou hadst overcome the sharp- 
ness of death, thou didst open the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Thou sittest at the right 
hand of God, in the glory of the Father.” His 
majesty is the majesty of infinite love that saves 
as it reveals, and reveals as it saves. For this 
is life eternal, to know thee the only true God 
and Jesus Christ whom thou didst send. True 
religion, whether on earth or in heaven, is the 
life of God in the soul of man. The transcend- 
ent God must become immanent to save. The 
Holy Trinity revealed through Christ shows him 
as both transcendent and immanent, our Sover- 
eign and our Saviour, ever adored of the worship- 
ing heavenly hosts and yet despised and rejected 
of men, the Son of Man that came down from 
heaven and yet “is in heaven.” It is the living 
Christ who keeps alive our faith, not our faith 
that keeps him alive, 

It is a fundamental principle of Christian theol- 
ogy that God must be conceived as Jesus thought 
of him. Never man spake like this man, whether 
his theme was God or man. If as Luther taught. 
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of the divine name that God was called God from 
good, “the best that man knows or can know,” 
then none ever gave us such a conception of God 
as did Christ. Moses and Elijah, the great teachers 
of their day, and whose words men were wont to 
believe, are sent to bear witness to Christ, and as 
they disappear the voice of the Father is heard 
saying of Christ, “This is my beloved Son; hear 
ye him.” Nor does the world ever expect a 
wiser or more authoritative Teacher. Now Jesus 
thought of God as a Person, a Father, loving 
us, pitying his children and seeking to commune 
with them because he had made them intelligent 
and moral beings capable of fellowship with God 
in whose image they were made. To restore the 
idea of God as a Person by himself revealing the 
divine personality was a vital part of the mission 
of Christ. Only a Person can love, and Christ 
tells of eternal love which the Father has poured 
into the heart of the eternal Son, “for thou lov- 
edst me before the foundation of the world.” 
All the communications between the Father and 
the Son during the human life of our Lord are 
more tender than the most sacred passages of a 
love letter. “Thou art my beloved Son,” says 
the Father. “The Father loveth the Son, and 
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hath given all things into his hand,’ declares 
Christ. “Therefore doth my Father love me, be- 
cause I lay down my life, that I may take it 
again.” “If a man love me, he will keep my 
word; and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him.” 
“Tf ye loved me, ye would have rejoiced because 
I go unto my Father, for the Father is greater 
than I.” “As the Father hath loved me, so have 
I loved you; abide in my love.” The eternal 
Power not ourselves that makes for righteous- 
ness is not force or law, but a Person, Jesus 
Christ the Righteous, who alone can say, “I and 
my Father are one.”’ From the lips of the risen 
Christ comes this breath of heaven: “Go unto 
my brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto my 
Father and your Father, and my God and your 
God.” In a sense that we can never know God 
is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; but he 
is our Father too, and where Christ is there we 
shall be also. The name Father in the New Tes- 
tament, like Jehovah in the Old Testament, was 
the fullest embodiment of revelation. When Christ 
came to show us the Father he showed us the 
immanence of God as the name King showed his 
transcendence. And in revealing the Father the 
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Son himself was revealed. “Immanuel, God with 
us,’ is his name. Only the incarnate Son could 
be both the Revealer of God and the Redeemer 
of men. Only by showing us the Father could 
he recover the prodigal and sinful sons. Only 
by becoming man could Christ show us God. 
He not only showed us God subjected to and 
surviving the strain of humanity, but Christ bore 
that humanity with him to the throne of judg- 
ment. And he “has authority to execute judg- 
ment because he is the Son of Man.” His final 
judgment will be the judgment of humanity itself 
on the individual no less than the judgment of 
Deity. 

_ But Christ no more revealed the personality 
of God, with both the capability and the desire 
for companionship than he revealed, as none ever 
did or can do, the wonderful personality of man, 
intended and suited for such companionship. He 
enlarged human personality that he might fill it, 
and filled it that he might enlarge it. The mys- 
tery of Christ’s person is the fundamental fact on 
the basis of which grace and truth have been 
brought to man in the knowledge of God, and 
whereby through faith in Jesus as the Word be- 
come flesh man’s joy may be full. The Incar- 
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nation is a living fact, supreme in its revelation 
of true Deity and true humanity, appealing to 
our gratitude, our aspirations, our adoring love 
and hope. During Christ’s life the Godhead was 
energizing under conditions of manhood as the 
manhood now subsists under conditions of God- 
head. While on earth Christ did not cease to 
uphold all things by the word of his power and to 
mediate the procession of the Holy Ghost. His 
revelation of the Father enlarged human person- 
ality. Said Luther: “Faithiis, if, [omayiseerme 
expression, creative of divinity; not of course in 
the substance of God, but in ourselves.” Man, 
viewing himself in the light of the Incarnation 
and all that the Incarnation implies, comes to deep- 
er conceptions of his own nature, his unity, his 
indestructible identity, his inherent dignity. The 
Incarnation both emancipated and enfranchised 
man. Wherever the incarnate Christ appeals to 
man it is a challenge to stand on his feet. He 
becomes aware that he too is a person, a self- 
conscious and self-determining individual. Sure- 
ly man must be somewhat when God is thus mind- 
ful of him and so graciously visits him. That God 
has made man immortal and deems him capable 


of a revelation are the badges of his real great- 
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ness, however much he may have failed to retain 
God in all his thoughts and so suffered in the 
atrophy of his spiritual powers. 

Moreover, through the gateway of his person- 
ality must pass all of man’s knowledge. Man 
himself is in the scales with all the ideas that he 
must weigh in the light of personal experience, 
whether these ideas be those of religion or science 
or philosophy. Things become real to us in the 
light of the intense consciousness of our own real 
existence as persons. God makes known him- 
self as a person by first quickening our sense of 
personality. Consciousness may be the knowl- 
edge of ourselves; conscience is the knowledge 
of God and ourselves. To see God high and 
lifted up is to become conscious of what we are 
as men of unclean lips and dwelling in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips. With those lips 
touched and purified, we are quick to respond to 
the challenge of God as he asks, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?’ Angels are not 
swifter to go on embassies than redeemed men. 
The advent of Christ created a new epoch both 
in the development and recognition of human per- 
sonality, as he promised his continued presence 


among men through the Holy Spirit who should 
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ever illumine and empower them. Man comes to 
himself in Christ. “Ye are complete in him who 
is the head of all principality and power.” “If 
the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed.” 

Christ alone is the answer to the question, “Can 
man know God?” The real difficulty is not, as 
has been thought, for lack of personality in God, 
but because of our own finite personality. “Per- 
fect personality is in God only; to all finite minds 
there is allotted but a pale copy thereof; the finite- 
ness of the finite is not a producing condition of 
this personality, but a limit and hindrance to its 
development.” (Lotze.) But God who is imma- 
nent in nature is even more immanent in man, 
especially the Son of Man, the true representa- 
tive of the capability and privileges of our human 
nature. It is through him that we know the Fa- 
ther, and that we ourselves receive power to be- 
come the sons of God. There is none other name 
given under heaven and among men whereby we 
can recover our lost birthright when God made us 
in his image, to walk and talk with God. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God.’ We see what we bring the capacity to 
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thyself pure, and to the perverse thou wilt show 
thyself froward.” Man was made to see God and 
more, he was made to reveal God. His very limi- 
tations as man make possible such a revelation. 
But these must be the limitations of a perfect 
man, of our humanity at its best but still finite. 
Only the Christ of God could assume, once and 
forever, perfect humanity. Men of science have 
criticised the human eye and charged it with op- 
tical defects, even claiming that human skill could 
construct more perfect lenses. But the more close- 
ly the human eye is studied the more it appears 
that these supposed optical defects improve the 
actual utility of the eye. For “the eye of man 
not only sees, it shines, it even speaks, and thus 
in turn becomes a means of emotional attraction 
and spiritual intercourse, fairer than the sapphire 
and more perfect than the tongue.’ There is 
more for man than to see God, he must show 
that he sees him in his suffused eyes, in his 
abashed countenance, or in a face so glowing 
with the reflected light of the divine face that 
men dare not to look steadfastly upon it. The 
confusion of Peter upon Gennesaret and on Her- 
mon, as he saw the Lord walking upon the 
stormy sea or transfigured in the cloud of divine 


108 The Great Companion; 


glory, helped him to make known the Lord he 
saw. When John on Patmos fell at his feet as 
one dead, it was that he might the better declare 
him unto his brethren. Knowledge of our Lord 
as a person does not breed familiarity with him. 
Endearing epithets which we may use toward 
those whom we know only after the flesh often 
show that we have not known our Lord after 
the spirit. None knew him as he was, even when 
on earth, save to worship him. Even his cries 
of weakness in Gethsemane and on Calvary show 
him as nearest to God of any who ever wore 
human flesh and was most conscious when the 
divine presence was withdrawn for our sins. In 
the midst of Christ’s strong crying and tears he 
was heard in that he feared. The very tears of 
Jesus are lenses to show us God. We may know 
God by looking upon the faces of those who see 
him. We find no saint in Shakespeare, because 
he never saw one. Perhaps he never looked for 
one. There are men, and men of letters, too, who 
never look for God. The eye must be single if 
the whole body be full of light. Only a single 
eye ‘can see God, or by reflection show us God. 
Only he who sees takes off his shoes. 

Men make light of repentance and put all re- 
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ligion in communion with God. But communion 
with a human friend is impossible so long as we 
fail to confess the wrong that we have done 
him, and to ask his forgiveness. Sin that sepa- 
rates us from our best Friend is abnormal, and 
must be gotten rid of if we can hope to be on 
terms of holy intimacy with God. It is the cry 
of true religion in all ages, “Against thee and 
thee only have I sinned and done this evil in thy 
sight.” It is no loss of manliness when one ac- 
knowledges wrong; it is rather one way to re- 
cover lost manliness. There is no more room in 
all the universe for the holy God than in the 
heart of the humble and contrite man that heark- 
ens to God’s word. Thus saith the high and 
holy One that inhabiteth eternity. Morality is 
the very nerve of personality, and moral affinity 
is the essential of personal intimacy. If man 
would know God he must be at one with God. 
Only sin makes communion with God impossi- 
ble. It is sin which distorts and disfigures God 
when we are thus separated from him, and then 
we fashion prayers that we never dare utter when 
we are sobbing out our confession upon our Fa- 
ther’s bosom as he cries, “Bring hither the best 
robe and put it upon him, for this my son was 
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lost and is found, was dead but is alive!” No 
wonder, after proclaiming a God who can abun- 
dantly pardon, Paul answers a possible objector, 
“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in 
sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. We 
who died to sin, how shall we any longer live 
therein?’ They shall know who follow on to 
know the Lord. Only they who walk in the way 
of the Lord who showed his way unto Moses, 
the way in which he himself walks, shall dwell 
in his holy hill. It was Abraham, who obeyed 
God when he said, “Walk before me and be thou 
perfect,” who was called the Friend of God. 
What of aid or of confidence would God keep 
back from such a friend to whom he revealed 
himself by his name El Shaddai, the God that 
is enough? In that name was Isaac and in that 
name was Jesus. For it was then that Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see Christ’s day, and saw and 
was glad. Jacob who saw Christ’s ladder at 
Bethel was to feel Christ’s touch at Peniel and 
become a prince with God. Even then Christ 
was seeking for them which were lost when he 
heard Jacob’s bitter cry of repentance. It is 
written that Jacob was alone; but no soul is less 
alone than when alone with God. 
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The psalmist had declared that God is loving 5) Orbe rel, 


not until Jesus came was it declared that God 
is love. The history of other religions is the 
story of men seeking after God; that of Chris- 
tianity is of God seeking after men. ‘Where art 
thou?” has been God’s call to his lost child. The 
Good Shepherd goes after his wandering sheep 
and searches diligently for them until he finds 
them. The heart of God yearns after his off- 
spring as can no human heart, but it was neces- 
sary to show that divine yearning through the 
heart of Christ. The one thing which the Fa- 
ther is ever seeking is the love of his children, 
because that which he is ever giving out is love 
to his children. Love is the necessary attribute 
of God, and love the necessary atmosphere to 
God. The very waters above the firmament are 
constantly being given forth in generous show- 
ers, and yet constantly replenished from the va- 
por of the seas. “Son, give me thy heart,” is 
the plea of the Father whose is an infinite love. 
Many a wanderer is far nearer to God than he 
thinks, often only a single remove, as he dares 
speak of God as “my father’s God.” It is then 
that the divine immanence is most real as when 
some wretched Jacob prays, “O God of my father 
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Abraham and God of my father Isaac, hear my 
prayer.” The God of love shows mercy unto 
thousands of generations of them that love him. 
The covenant-keeping God reveals one who is 
bound by his sacred promises and who would 
awaken a love that never faileth. Christ has 
come to awaken that love, and his failure to 
awaken response to his deathless love would be 
the complete failure of his mission. Though I 
give my body to be burned after giving all my 
goods to feed the poor, and have not this love, 
it profiteth me nothing. Therefore if any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anath- 
ema. He is already anathema who is loveless 
and irresponsive to the divine love. The utter 
hopelessness in the case of Satan is his utter 
lovelessness. And where there is no true love 
to God there can never be true love to man. 
The law of love is like the law of gravitation, 
it is the same for heaven and earth. It is one 
law, and unless it holds all within its grasp, that 
which resists becomes a menace to all, itself most 
of all. Unless religion reaches the point of fel- 
lowship with God, it fails as a law of fellowship 
among men. Caiaphas as high priest uncon- 
sciously prophesied that Jesus should die for the 
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nation; and not for the nation only, but that he 
might also gather into one the children of God 
that are scattered abroad. The solidarity of the 
race is in Christ. 

In seeking to justify his attempted description 
of God as “the Eternal Not-Ourselves that makes 
for righteousness,’ Matthew Arnold urges that 
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a simpler view of Deity than that given by men 
of a more philosophic cast of mind. He con- 
trasts with the simple heart-language of the 
Psalms one of the religious soliloquies of Augus- 
tine. The point were well taken if he had se- 
lected one of Augustine’s supplicatory prayers as 
found in his “Confessions” in place of one of his 
contemplative or meditative devotions as he dwells 
on all that God is as satisfying both man’s in- 
tellectual and spiritual needs. There is something 
more vital even than conduct, and that is fellow- 
ship with God that makes possible right conduct. 
Who ever strove more agonizingly to regulate 
his conduct and more hopelessly than did Au- 
gustine to overcome his passions. His “Confes- 
sions’ are wet with his tears as he recalls these 
painful struggles and defeats. That was man 


seeking to regenerate himself, even with the in- 
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spiration and help of a saintly mother’s example. 
God was still one remove from him, but when 
he made his mother’s Saviour his own the fellow- 
ship of Jesus Christ the Righteous changed his 
whole life, He that) hath the Son hathsine 
“Imitation of Christ’ ever fails where faith in 
Christ triumphs. This is the victory that over- 
comes not the world only, but the flesh and the 
Devil, even our faith. Fellowship with Christ 
means life in Christ who is made unto us wis- 
dom and righteousness and sanctification and re- 
demption. The fear of broken fellowship with 
God was the protection of Potiphar’s home as 
Joseph remonstrated, “How can I do this great 
wickedness and sin against God?” and extorted 
from David his cry, “Restore unto me the joy 
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of thy salvation It is faith alone that purifies 
all conduct. The history of asceticism itself shows 
how men 

Compound for sins they are inclined to 

By damning those they have no mind to. 
No man is safe, much less saved, who depends 
on works. The final Judge shows many turning 
in shame from the gates of Paradise who came 
boasting their good works, even in his name, 


when the Lord shall declare, “Depart from me, 
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ye workers of iniquity. I never knew you.” 
God is the eternal Power not ourselves that 
maketh for righteousness, but only to those who 
know him as Saviour. One look of Christ broke 
Peter’s heart, and he went out and wept bitter- 
ly. Restored fellowship made him able even to 
strengthen his brethren. Men become granitic 
only as they build on Christ the Rock. Chris- 
tianity consists not in obedience to law, or even 
in following an example, but in union with a 
Person, in putting on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Christian religion consists in the personal 
love and adoration of Jesus Christ; not in cor- 
rect morals and correct doctrines, but in homage 
to the King. So God revealed himseif on Sinai. 
The first table of the law shows worship as the 
basis of conduct. While we must work out our 
own salvation, and that with fear and trembling, 
it is God that worketh in us. Conduct may be 
three-fourths of life, but fellowship with God is 
all of life, as it embraces and guarantees con- 
duct. Men were right in their judgment of the 
apostles, for when they saw the boldness of Pe- 
ter and John they took knowledge of them that 
they had been with Jesus. Christ saves men to- 
day, as then, not by his example but by his life, 
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as he is formed within the hope of glory. For 
if we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more being recognized shall we be 
saved by his life. The true kingdom of God is 
within you if the King himself be there. Right- 
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. make 
this kingdom, and not meats and drink. 
Personality is inseparable from immanence in 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He cannot be immanent in nature and not be 
immanent in man. Self-communication is a mark 


of personality. Thought is the divine energy 


seeking entrance into another mind. Revelation 
is not only the voice of God, but the voice of God 
to man, and so alike in the intellectual and moral 
sphere it is adapted to man’s capacity to receive 
it. The very creation of man in God’s image 
laid the basis for the Incarnation. Life in its 
first and eternal movement is the union and 
communion of the Father and the Son, and the 
life of the soul is in like union and communion 
with the Father of spirits and his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, through the Holy Spirit. Per- 
sonality in man means personality in God, for 
personality is the crown of being, and God can- 


not be less than man. Belief in the personality 
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of man and belief in the personality of God 
stand or fall together, as is seen in the history 
of religious beliefs. The religion of Christ both 
discovered the individual and made him. The 
dreamy, dim apprehension of personality so com- 
mon in the Orient passes away like a summer 
cloud when the Sun of Righteousness rises with 
healing in his wings. Only a holy God can make 
a holy man. Only a great God can inspire the 
worship of a great man. “God is great!” shouts 
the Moslem, and sees in him only an oriental 
sovereign, a mighty personality, but not the Sav- 
iour from sin. The only true knowledge of God 
is that which is seen when the knowledge of the 
glory of God is seen shining in the face of Jesus 
Christ, not the mighty leader of men, but the lov- 
ing Saviour of sinners. The true majesty of God 
is seen in the condescension of divine love. Only 
infinite love could show that. This is the conde- 
scension that makes us great. | 

Christ’s faith in his disciples was the largest 
in the world. The Lord of the conscience who 
knew men absolutely trusted in men. He found- 
ed his kingdom on human hearts, and it is the 
oldest and greatest in the world to-day, and will 
absorb all others. The tabernacle of the Lord 
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is with men since the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. In the best sense of the word 
Christ is the world’s greatest optimist. He be- 
lieved in the humanity which he had assumed 
and had come to redeem, and what he redeemed 
he also glorified. He ever appealed to the best 
that was in man, and called it into life and built 
on it. He trusted men with his teachings, his 
name, his future, his kingdom. They were his 
kingdom built on his divine Person, and he de- 
clared that the gates of hell should not prevail 
against it. Who ever had such a genius for 
friendships as Jesus? What other great man is 
there whose chief biographer hides his name as 
his face in his master’s bosom as the disciple 
that Jesus loved? It was not his apostles only, 
or even the larger company of his disciples, or 
even those whom he healed but sent back to their 
homes with the story of his power to heal and 
to save, but so wide was the reach of his sympa- 
thy that he was called the friend of publicans 
and sinners. He was mocked on the cross as 
two malefactors were hung on either side, but 
love was quenchless even in death as he bore one 
of them who responded to that love through the 
gates of Paradise itself. His chief persecutor 
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needed but to hear his tender voice, “Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?” to become his bond- 
slave, and the lips once filled with blasphemies 
proclaimed Jesus as Christ and Lord. He shared 
his very name with thousands of the mob that 
crucified him, as less than two months later they 
were baptized in his name. Even Nicodemus and 
Joseph, who were his disciples secretly for fear 
of the Jews, begged his body of Pilate and anoint- 
ing it with spices laid it in Joseph’s garden tomb. 
Already in being lifted up had he begun to draw 
all men unto him. His faith in men was equaled 
only by his fidelity to men, as he pledged them 
his presence to the ends of the earth. What could 
separate men from the love of Christ? Not tribu- 
lation, or anguish, or persecutions, or famine, or 
peril, or sword. Nay, one, who had tested Christ 
amid all these, exultantly cries, “I am persuaded 
that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any 
other creature shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Nay, in all these things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us. The Great 
Companion having loved his own loved them unto 
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the end. He who walked in the hottest fires with 
his saints beside the Euphrates appeared on the 
prison ship on the stormy Adriatic, nor height 
nor depth nor fire nor flood could keep him from 
his own. And as we see Christ with dying Ste- 
phen and countless saints in all ages and in all 
lands, the risen and living Christ becomes the 
immanent Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, 
which is and which was and which is to come, 
the Almighty. 

In the whole life of Christ there was something 
of this universality. His thoughts and his love 
were as wide-reaching as the race. He was local 
that he might be universal. While sent unto the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, that the chosen 
man might be connected with the chosen people, 
that the holiest of men might be the culmination 
of that long line of holy men who wrote as they 
were inspired by the Holy Ghost, yet Christ ever 
looked beyond the mountains and the sea as he 
declared, “Other sheep I have which are not of 
this fold; them also I must bring.” Every na- 
tion reverences some hero who is in some special 
sense at once the depositary and organ of the 
national genius, the very incorporation as it were 
of the nation itself. The fact that Christ loved 
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to call himself the Son of Man, claiming to be 
the representative not of a nation but of human- 
ity, led the heathen nations to question whether 
he were more than an idea, or at best an appear- 
ance among men of one of the gods, but lacking 
reality as a man. On the other hand, the Jews 
the more emphasized his humanity in order to 
get rid of any claim to divinity. Thus the battle 
about the person of our Lord began almost with 
his ascension, which was the culmination of his 
resurrection. The Christians who cherished the 
sacred memories of his life after the flesh wor- 
shiped him as the omniscient and omnipresent 
Christ, the Christ who made known the Father. 
Hymns to Christ as God marked their earliest 
worship as reported by Pliny to the Emperor 
Trajan. To his presence they ascribed their vic- 
tories of faith. With dying Stephen it was cus- 
tomary to pray in death, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” Men and women, whether as mission- 
aries or martyrs, claimed to have seen his pres- 
ence, whether in the field or in the flame, amid the 
shouts of opposing mobs or the hardly less fero- 
cious cries of the half-starved wild beasts of the 
amphitheater. And wherever Christ was seen it 
was Christ as Lord. The Lord of the New Tes- 


In Christ's 
presence all 
thought of 


national pe- 


culiarity 


vanishes. 


122 The Great Companion; 


tament became the Jehovah of the Old Testa- 
ment as every veiled attribute of the days of the 
humanity burst into divine splendor, as men saw 
the riches of his glory. The Son of Man had 
indeed become the Son of God, the local Christ 
the universal Christ, the risen Christ the imma- 
nent Christ, the Man of Galilee the Saviour of 
the world. 

Personality, the highest personality, belonged 
to Christ. It was more than individual or even 
national, it was divine. It was both human and 
divine that it might become universal. For per- 
sonality lives not on the scroll of human his- 
tory or in the memory of wonderful deeds, it 
lives in human hearts. The supreme personal- 
ity is “the all-embracing, the inexhaustible proto- 
type of all men, in all ages, and under all circum- 
stances. In his presence all thought of national 
peculiarity, distance of time, variety in mental 
cultivation, varrishes.” “When we see him fol- 
lowed by the Greeks, though a founder of none 
of his sects; revered by the Brahman, though 
preached unto him by men of the fisherman’s 
caste; worshiped by the red man of Canada, 
though belonging to the hated pale race,—we 
cannot but consider him as destined to break 
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down all distinction of color, and shape, and 
countenance, and habits, to form in himself the 
type of unity to which are referable all the sons 
of Adam.” 

The appeal which Christ by his teachings and 
person makes to all men of all nationalities and 
all degrees of intellectual hospitality is seen in 
how they borrow from him, his words or char- 
acter, when they would appeal to what is noblest 
in man by representing in philosophy or fiction 
or epic what is possible to men. Goethe bor- 
rowed from Jesus when he urged, “Die and come 
to life! for so long as this is not accomplished 
thou art but a troubled guest upon an earth of 
gloom.” The courtly Bossuet calls Jesus “the 
debonair Jesus,” so deeply was he impressed with 
his perfect courtesy, where, among his French 
compatriots, with all their admiration for cour- 
tesy, it is mostly veneer. Gentle Cowper was ap- 
pealed to by “the kind, engaging air” of Jesus 
as he talked with and questioned the disciples 
on their way to Emmaus. The Anglo-Saxon is 
won by his transparent truthfulness; the Japa- 
nese by his manly courage and his capacity for 
leadership; while the Chinese lingers over his 
Golden Rule and his example and injunctions of 
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filial reverence; and the Hindoo asks whether 
among all the reputed avatars there has ever 
been an incarnation like the Christ of God; and 
the bewitched and demonized children of the 
Dark Continent are seeking one who can cast 
out devils also. And everywhere Christ is not the 
Christ of the rich alone, or of the hopeless poor, | 
of the learned only, or of those without letters. 
His disciples, for the most part, like his apostles, 
are found belonging to the stratum in which is 
found “the center of gravity of humanity.” It 
was but the mind of Christ which Paul had when 


' he declared himself a debtor both to Greeks and 
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to Barbarians, both to the wise and to the un- 
wise. The peasant prophet of Galilee was to be 
known as the Lord of hosts, the King of glory. 
Shepherds and fishermen, wise men of the East 
and the kings of earth were to behold his star 
and come to worship him. Not only Ceesar’s 
household, but Cesar himself later, should send 
greetings to the humblest saints in Macedonia. 
Christ came not only to reveal the Father of 
whom every family in heaven and earth is named, 
to show the true meaning and sacredness of fam- 
ily life when God is the great Father of us all, 
but as the only begotten of the Father to share 
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his patronymic with the human race. The most 
sacred of all relations are those where one shares 
his very name with another as in a very cove- 
nant of blood. Thus the father shares his name 
with his child and the husband with the wife. 
A common name makes doubly sacred the com- 
panionships of carth. What infinite condescen- 
sion when our divine Lord, despite our sinful- 
ness andconsequent instability of character, should 
be willing that we should wear his name as given 
us in his holy baptism to be identified with our 
names, so that whatever our name inherited from 
our parents our Christian name is that which is 
most distinctive. The royal signatures which le- 
galize the documents of state are not those de- 
rived from a human ancestry, however kingly, 
but the baptismal names given with the name 
and in the name of Christ the King of kings. 
“Victoria” no more ruled by the grace of God 
than she wore her distinctive name through the 
infinite grace of our Lord Jesus Christ when he 
bade that men be baptized in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 
that one name that forever means God with us 
and God with us forever. What could bring us 
nearer than to bear his name and the free use of 
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his name in drawing on the divine exchequer— 
the name above every name? 

The other badge of companionship is the com- 
mon meal. We eat together because we live to- 
gether. It is thus that men have ever sought 
to woo their gods into some sort of communion 
with themselves by religious sacrifices which have 
not always been wholly propitiatory. Probably 
they have been first propitiatory in the hope of es- 
tablishing closer fellowship. Mythology is more 
than “the disease of language,’ more than the 
petrifaction of human speech, it is the fossil re- 
mains of dead religions telling of human hearts 
eager to know more of the gods. At best man’s 
attempts to woo the notice and presence of the 
gods by means of tempting food and drink are 
confessions of his need of closer companionship 
with some one from the other world. It is man 
blindly feeling after God with rites and festi- 
vals of purely human origin. But in the blessed 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper men are acting 
by the divine command to do this in remem- 
brance of him. The Holy Eucharist is much 
more than a bond of fellowship between those 
who pledge themselves to live in-love and charity 
with their neighbors; it is preéminently a shar- 
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ing in the very life of Christ, “who in the same 
night that he was betrayed took bread, and when 
he had given thanks he brake it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you; do this in remembrance 
of me.” It is not now man’s table which he sets, 
soliciting a divine presence. It is the Lord’s table 
which he himself hath set as he invites human 
fellowship. This is the Communion where the 
Saviour celebrates in his own blood the blessed 
fellowship of the redeemed and bids them main- 
tain the sacred Eucharist which he himself estab- 
lished.:; “I'am the bread of life. This is. the 
true bread which came down from heaven; not 
as the fathers did eat and died; he that eateth 
this bread shall live forever. Yea and the bread 
which I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the 
world.” 

If this wonderful invitation to sit at his table 
on earth, which seems such a sacrilege to those 
who have at best but a dim perception of their 
own personality to be created anew through Christ, 
the life-giving spirit, what must heaven itself 
appear when its joyful company are seen getting 
ready for a great supper, the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. The very voice of the great mul- 


The marriage 
of the Lamb. 


The Church 
of Christ not 
a widow, but 


a bride. 


128 The Great Compamoon. 


titude, as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of mighty thunders that cries, “Halleluiah: 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth,” cries also, 
“Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let 
us give glory unto him; for the marriage of the 
Lamb hath come and his Bride hath made her- 
self ready.” The kings of earth eat alone, and 


the greater the royal power the fess likely is any © 


subject to snare the meal with his sovereign. 
Our King, “the King of kings,’ invites every 
subject to be his guest, for he can make us kings 
and priests urto God and the Father when he 
gives us power to become the sons of God. 
“And he saith unto me, Write, blessed are they 
which are bidden to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.” The Christian Church is not a widow, 
but a bride. The Great Companion rejoices alike 
in the love of the Father and in the love of the 
redeemed, and in communion with both. As de- 
sertion even for an hour when both God and man 
hid their faces made the blackness of his cross, 
this complete fellowship and communion with the 
holy Father and redeemed man makes his heaven. 
This my joy is therefore fulfilled. “If ye keep 
my commandments ye shall abide in my love.” 
“And so shall ye be forever with the Lord.” 


IV. 


Cling to the Mighty One, 
Cling in thy grief; 

Cling to the Holy One, 
He gives relief; 

Cling to the Gracious One, 
Cling in thy pain; 

Cling to the Faithful One, 
He will sustain; 

Cling to the Living One, 
Cling in thy woe; 

Cling to the Loving One, 
Through all below; 

Cling to the Pardoning One, 
He speaketh peace; 

Cling to the Healing One, 
Anguish shall cease; 

Cling to the Bleeding One, 
Cling to his side; 

Cling to the Risen One, 
In him abide, 
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IV. 


Puli) LIFE-GIVING CHRIST; OR! THE 
ETERNAL ATONEMENT. 


Dip not Christ become incarnate in spite of 
our sins as well as to save us from our sins? 
Is the Incarnation merely a remedial device, or 
is it possibly the predestined, as it is the real, 
crown and glory of a race of beings made in 
the likeness of God and intended for fellowship 
with God? Do we owe to sin our full vision of 
God in Christ? What he has shown us, despite 
our sins, we know; how much he might have 
been anyhow, we can only conjecture. It was 
sin that interrupted that fellowship, and by its 
destructive effect on intellect, heart, and will not 
only left the body to the control of appetite and 
passion, but gave confused and false notions of 
God that only the incarnation of Christ could 
correct. It not only hindered man from his high- 
est development as a free spiritual intelligence, 
its work was destructive of his innocence and of 
his capacity for good. The head became sick 
and the heart became faint and the will became 
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feeble, and man became incapable of taking the 
initiative in any sustained efforts in getting back 
to God. The inmost essence of sin must be re- 
vealed no less than the inmost essence of God, 
if man should learn to know and hate sin and 
also to know and love God. Sin must have ar- 
rayed against it the eternal judgment of both God 
and man as only evil and that continually. But 
only the God of God could reveal the sin of sin; 
only the moral attributes of God in their suprem- 
acy over physical attributes, arrayed against the 
supremacy of the flesh over the spirit in man, 
being able to reveal and condemn the lust which 
when it hath conceived bringeth forth sin and 
death. The Incarnation externalized what was 
inmost in God as sin externalized what was in- 
most in fallen man. If man were ever to attain 
to the true knowledge of God’ sin must be van- 
quished, for it meant enmity to God and ever 
warred against God. For this cause was the 
Son of God manifested that he might destroy 
the works of the Devil. 

Christ's work Christ did not come to perform certain pre- 


inseparable 
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person. our salvation. The atonement was not simply 
in what he did, it was in what he was. In our 
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attempts to measure the suffering of Christ in 
order to find the adequate atonement we have 
forgotten himself. “He is the propitiation for 
our sins; and not for ours orly, but also for the 
sins of the whole world.” ‘Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
It is in what he is even more than in what he 
did that we find the Saviour of sinners. Only 
once is Christ’s work, even for a moment, sepa- 
rated from kimself, as where it is said, ‘“Where- 
fore it behooved him in all things to be made 
like unto his brethren that he might be a mer- 
ciful and faithful high priest in things pertain- 
ing to God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people.” Even here he is still our propitia- 
tion in what he became, in what he was, “for in. 
that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he 
is able to succor them that are tempted.” The 
shedding of his blood was the giving of himself. 
The goo! shepherd lays down his life for his 
sheep. His death has revealed a new conscious- 
ness of God as well as a new consciousness of 
sin that keeps us from communion with God. 
God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself. Christ with a passion for fellowship 
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with the Father and for fellowship with man 
is our daysman, our at-one-ment between God 
and man. The giving of his life was the recov- 
ery and enrichment of our life. “I am the door 
of the sheep: by me if any man enter in he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out and find pas- 
ture. I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it abundantly.” Christ him- 
self was the eternal atonement, the Lamb of God 
slain from the foundation of the world and our 
present High Priest who ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for us. He that hath the Son hath life. 

It was the Prince of life that Peter preached 
at Pentecost and in Jerusalem, “whom ye have 
killed, but whom God hath raised from the dead.” 
The dead Christ of the crucifix has no power to 
save, and ceases to be an object of true wor- 
ship as the virgin mother full of loving sympa- 
thy is substituted. Truly without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission of sins; but our 
High Priest has not only sprinkled the mercy 
seat with his atoning blood, which was his very 
life, he is seated upon the throne of grace where 
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. Our High Priest is without be- 
ginning as he is without end of days. Because 
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he abideth forever Christ hath his priesthood un- 
changeable. The offering of himself was from 
all eternity, and not simply on Calvary where that 
life was poured out in death, the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God. Himself 
the atenement availed for Abel as for Abraham 
and Moses and Isaiah who rejoiced to see his 
day and who bel'eved ia and proclaimed the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world, as 
he avails to-day and is our High Priest and offer- 
ing without spot forever. The offering on Gol- 
gotha externalized the eternal offering of the 
Lamb of God who through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without blemish unto God. We 
were reconciled by his death to be saved by his 
life. It is Christ formed within us who is the 
hope of glory. It is Christ dwelling within our 
hearts who fills us with all the fullness of God. 
It is the Son of God to whom the Father gave 
to have life in himself who is come to give us 
life and to give it more and more. Our gospel 
is the gospel of the abundant life. 

They who most misrepresent religion best rep- 
resent sin. So at Calvary itself. At the cruci- 
fixion “the enemies of Christ were betrayed into 
that last rage which no man feels until he is 
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fighting with the highest idea of himself, the last 
and most desperate battle of the human soul.” 
Christ there began anew the long line of men 
as humanity fought and surrendered at the foot 
of the cross. The multitudes who returned home 
smiting their breasts told of the conquering Christ 
who had begun to reign from the tree over those 
who had not acknowledged his supremacy at 


Gennesaret and Olivet, or even in the temple, 


with aged Simeon and Anna, to whom the touch 
of the hand of Jesus opened the gates of life. 
Christ’s presence became local that it might again 
and forever become universal and spiritual. Only 
he who hath not the Son hath not that life, the 
intended and crowning life of man, the life of 
satisfying fellowship with God. Living faith in 
God is only possible where there is faith in a liv- 
ing Christ. It is this vision of God that is the 
life of man. 

When Paul would tell what Christ is to men 
all language is brought under contribution, as 
heaven and earth lend their imagery to declare 
the Christ of God, who is made unto us wisdom 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemp- 
tion, until finally he is called God’s unspeakable 
gift. No more exquisitely beautiful term is cho- 
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sen to denote what we are through Christ than 
when the same apostle writing to the Ephesians 
says, “We are God’s poem,” or as we translate the 
word in our more prosaic speech, “We are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works.” Redeemed man best expresses God’s 
highest thoughts. God’s great epic is the story 
of the gift of his eternal Son and of man restored 
to his image and likeness triumphing under the 
great Captain of his salvation. This is God’s 
poem—redeemed humanity. 

The religion that makes most out of man, mak- 
ing him the conquerer of himself and of the world, 
is the religion of the Incarnation, which gives us 
at once a Saviour and an Example. We do not 
marvel at the stagnant, even moribund nations 
of Asia and Africa when they have neither Model 
nor Saviour in their ethnic religions. Their great 
men are idealized after they are dead, but theirs 
is only a mummy’s hand without warmth or 
might. Mencius taught the Chinese, “A sage is 
the instructor of a hundred ages. When the 
manners of Loo are heard of, the stupid be- 
come intelligent and the wavering determined.” 
Alas! men can only build sepulchers to such dead 
prophets, and then share them. The great phi- 


The Incar- 
nation gives 
us first a Sav- 
tour, then an 
Example. 


Our true life 
ts a resurrec- 
tion, nota 


resuscitation, 


138 The Life-Giving Christ; 


losophers were content with an audience, with 
hearers only ; Jesus Christ sought a society, doers 
as well as hearers of the word, and organized 
them to give it to all the world. The progressive 
nations of the world to-day, men confess, are 
those which have been with Jesus. The measure 
of a religion is its lifting power, lifting men 
out of their low ideals and unholy lives. Christ 
throws down the broad challenge, “And I, if I 
be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” It is 
only the grain of wheat whose vitality is never 
tested that abides alone above the ground; if it 
die it shall bear much fruit. By his life, by his 
death, and by his glorious resurrection, Christ for- 
ever lives and reigns in redeemed man. 

But what do we mean when we speak of the 
life-giving Christ? What is life? Is it some- 
thing apart from ourselves or that which is our 
birthright, that we have bartered away and which 
must be restored to us if we ever become our 
best again? Is immortality itself conditional, so 
that without Christ we cease to exist? No, we 
believe that immortality is God’s gift to all men, 
since God breathed into the clay so wondrously 
shapen the breath of life and man became a liv- 
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ing soul. But while the first Adam became a 
living soul, the Second Adam, which was the 
Lord from heaven, became a quickening spirit. 
Christ came to express our life and to interpret 
it, to bring life and immortality to light, not to 
give them existence. He realizes life for us, the 
present life with all its capabilities and the future 
life of which it forms so integral a part. He re- 
veals the true meaning of eternal life to be the 
knowledge of the invisible; and that eternal life 
is not in the future, but is now to those who 
know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom 
he has sent. Religion is that which binds us 
back to life, the source of all life, and that brings 
to its utmost best the very best that is in us. 
There is no recovery save of that which has been 
lost, or redemption save of that which has been 
forfeited. We were somewhat before we fell, 
and had somewhat before we spent all our sub- 
stance in riotous living. Life is the realization 
for us of what we lost in Adam but have gained 
through Christ. But so utterly dead were we, 
dead in trespasses and sins, that only the voice 
of the Resurrection and the Life could ever have 
summoned us back to life. Our true life is a 
resurrection, and not only a resuscitation. It may 
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dwell in hope as Christ is heard saying, “Because 
I live, ye shall live also.” 

Life is responsiveness, and the larger the life 
the greater the responsiveness. The stone re- 
sponds to neither sunshine nor rain. No voice 
stirs it, and no touch thrills it. It has existence, 
but not life. The tree in whose shade the dull, 
inert stone has slept for generations, since some 
glacier swept it from its earlier bed, knows its 
sleeping time and its waking time, as the sea- 
sons announce its night and morning, when to 
disrobe and when to put on its woven raiment 
of leaf and blossom. It lives, even though its 
life be inanimate and of that lowest’ sort that 
can only tell day from night. If a single limb 
fails to respond even to these voices, we know 
that it is dead. Life becomes animate in the 
bird nesting in the branches of the tree and call- 
ing to its young or its mate. The seasons which 
come to the tree find companions in the birds as 
they migrate and make the air vocal with their 
melody as the sun warms it with its breath. Its 
very life of joy and pain tells of the greater re- 
sponsiveness of the bird than the tree. ~ Man’s 
life is larger and fuller than all other forms or 


modes of life because of his responsiveness to 
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all that appeals to his physical, intellectual, or 
spiritual being. He, the universal animal, lives 
in all climes, thrives alike in the mines under the 
earth, or far above the common air of its lower 
altitudes, or upon the sea, and can make excur- 
sions in his diver’s helmet where the monsters 
of the deep only are supposed to know the paths 
of the sea. His intellect, like his body, is nour- 
ished and warmed from every land and age; his 
affections are stirred by the noble and pure of 
all lands; while his spirit adores a Saviour who 
can help in any world, and forever. 

Eternal life is eternal responsiveness to what 
is invisible and eternal. It is not mere length 
of days, the attenuation of life without its en- 
richment. It is fullness, completeness of being, 
realization of the end of being that makes life. 
God’s glory does not consist in length of days, 
even though he be from everlasting to everlasting. 
It is not for this that the angels worship him 
as they cry, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Al- 
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mighty.” It is what he is in the perfections of | 


his being. So of man. Astronomy has not de- 
throned man in space, or geology in time, or evo- 
lution in rank, for it is not man’s present place 
in nature that concerns us, but what can be made 
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of man, the perfectibility of his being and how 
his being’s highest end may be reached. As we 
study any of God’s works, whether in creation 


or providence, we find 


All tended to mankind, 
And, man produced, all has its end thus far: 
But in completed man begins anew 
A tendency to God. Prognostics told 
Man’s near approach; so in man’s self arise 
August anticipations, symbols, types 
Of a dim splendor ever on before 
In that eternal circle life pursues. 

—Paracelsus. 


The mockery of human existence is its unsatis- 
fied longings which tell of unrealized possibilities. 
Agnostics have sought to make a vacuum ebout 
man, and he is panting for the breath of life. 
Who can give it to him? The Light of Lite, 
the Christ of God comes, saying: “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. I am the resurrec- 
tion and the life. | I’am the bread of life yiiam 
the light of the world.” One that was entitled 
to speak, for he was the beloved disciple, declared, 
“In him was life, and the life was the light of 


men. 
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can he be to man what he says. Only because 
Jesus is the Son of God can he be the Son of 
Man, the Lord and Judge of the world. If he 
be indeed the life-giver to man, he is alike the 
Son of Man and the Son of God. It is only 
One having life in himself who is the Prince of 
life to man, the realization for man of the fullest 
aspirations and the largest responsiveness of his 
being. It is this unfolding and realization of be- 
ing that makes Christ the Son of Man, showing 
what possibilities exist in our nature which have 
only been realized in him, who offers himself as 
the true Vine upon which we may be grafted that 
the full currents of his life may flow through 
every fiber of our nature. Our depleted veins 
can be filled only by the transfusion of his blood. 
His blood not only cleanses, it vitalizes as well. 
The crimson ebb tide which sweeps away our 
sins as far as the east is from the west returns 
as a flood tide to give us life and to give it more 
abundantly. “For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of 
his Son, much more being reconciled, shall we 
be saved by his life. And not only so, but we 
also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received the recon- 
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ciliation. For if by the trespass of one death 
reigned through one, much more shall they that 
receive the abundance of grace and of the gift 
of righteousness reign in life, through one, even 
Jesus Christ.” This is the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus. Christ is the power and the 
organic life of humanity. His incarnation was 
not the conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but 
the taking of the manhood into God. In Christ 
human nature is brought into contact with God 
who has overshadowed it and breathed into it the 
power of a regenerated life. No more is the 
glory of God the living man than the life of man 
is the vision of God. Human personality is at 
its best only as aided and developed by the di- 
vine personality. Christ’s mission did not culmi- 
nate simply in his becoming incarnate, but in the 
full realization of perfect manhood which was 
obedient unto death. The most perfect and life- 
giving fruit ever borne was that which hung 
upon the cross. It had life in itself and has 
propagated itself in all the world like the trees of 
Eden, yielding seed after its kind. What we call 
Christian character is completed human character 
as God intended it, but whose development was 
broken and marred by sin. The Christian is the 


. 
; 
A 

: 

} 

i 


Or, The Eternal Atonement. 145 


true man. But only the true Vine can bear such 
fruit by giving its life for the branches. It is 
only the burning light that makes the shining 
light, the light that can be reflected in man. 
Christ challenged the world to see what he did 
for men as he pronounced sentence upon the 
false religions that took advantage of man’s deep 
religious instincts and longings, saying: “All that 
came before me were thieves and robbers. They 
came not but for to kill and to steal and to de- 
stroy. I am come that men might have life, and 
that more abundantly.” True religion does not 
consist in destroying our humanity, beggaring it 
through ascetic habits of food and dress; shut- 
ting out from it God’s world of beauty and 
music, of haopy homes and prattling, singing 
children; destroying the will, the very crown of 
man’s being, and by dehumanizing man leave 
him like a Buddhist saint, a mass of dirt and 
dullness, awaiting a Nirvana of absorption like 
a thin cloud that has in it no moisture for the 
thirsty earth. Christianity does not destroy, it 
fulfills, The human will is not allowed to be- 
come extinct; it is made stronger and more vital, 
stipreme over the passions and appetites and de- 
sires, and thus bringing them into subjection to 
10 
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the will of God. The religion that humanizes 
God makes man more divine. Its aim is that 
our spirit, soul, and body be preserved entire, 
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Nothing will be cast out into the void. 
The Lord who originally made man’s. body per- 
fect has both the power and the purpose to make 
it glorious. We are, through the knowledge of 
the Son of God, at once our Saviour and our 
Model, to attain unto a full-grown man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 
The very end of such mature manhood is that 
we be no longer children, tossed to and fro and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the 


sleight of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of 


error. 

The surest protection against disease is abound- 
ing life. Every drop of healthy blood becomes at 
once a sentinel and a warrior to guard and defend 
the gates of life. Hotter than the rays of the 
tropical sun which abounding life wards off with- 
out harm is the fire of the fever which licks up 
the impoverished blood and consumes the en- 
feebled body. The mission of Christ is to make 
men strong. “The monk is always a minor,” 
says the proverb. The true Son of God gives 
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every one who receives him the power to be- 
come the sons of God, full-grown men in Christ 
Jesus. Not until then are we able to know what 
the apostle meant when he said, “Now is salva- 
tion nearer than when we first believed.” It is 
those who put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts 
thereof, who can say, “I can do all things through 
Christ that strengtheneth me.” We are not saved 
by the Incarnation, but through the Incarnation 
and by the Cross. It is the fundamental condi- 
tion of redemption. Without his perfect human- 
ity there could never have been a Christ able to 
offer himself a full, perfect, and sufficient sacri- 
fice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world. His blood was his life that he 
poured out without stint for us that we might 
have life, and that our spirit, soul, and body be 
preserved entire and without blame against that 
day. Christ came to save man, and all of man. 
To do this he must vitalize and so perfect every 
part of our being. 

Whether or not the consummate union between 
God and man could have been effected without the 
consummate union of Godhood and manhood in 
the person of the Son of God, the witness that 
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we have is this, that God gave unto us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. The history of 
our race is the realized assurance, “He that hath 
the Son hath life.” His fellowship with us is 
the foundation of our fellowship with him. We 
who were originally created by Christ were re- 
created in him and for him. The fortunes of 
the race for good or evil became his from the 
original purpose of creation. Adam himself had 
the possible life of perfection only in Christ. We 
need to Christianize creation as well as theology. 
It has been Jewish too long, with too little dis- 
cernment of the Christ by whom are all things, 
for whom are all things, and in whom all things 
consist. If man was worth creating, as he was 
created by Christ, he is worth saving in Christ. 
Other creatures may be God’s works; man is 
God’s child. It is our Elder Brother who was 
made like unto his brethren who will even be 
our Judge because he is the Son of Man. De- 
spite our sins Christ has ever sought fellowship 
with us that he might restore us to fellowship 
with the Father, which is life indeed. For this 
cause, though being in the form of God, or na- 
ture of God, Christ did not count it something 
to be held on to at all hazards to be on an equal- 
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ity with God, but emptied himself of other than 
his moral attributes, taking the form of a servant, 
girded for service with our human form; and 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, becoming obedient unto death, yea the 
death of the cross. Wherefore also God highly 
exalted him, and gave him a name that is above 
every name; that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and things 
on earth, and things under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father. The maj- 
esty of divine condescension was in the love that 
stooped to conquer. Christ who was Lord by 
eternal right now became Lord by conquest. The 


true King of men is the Son of Man, the Saviour 


of men. 

Christ’s eternal priesthood for man was made 
not after the law of a carnal commandment, but 
after the power of an endless life. This life 
which was in him is in us also whom he hath 
made in his image. And his appeal is to this 
life in us, its unsatisfied longings, its unrealized 
ideals. We are bidden to lay hold on eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son. Our relations 
to the Father and the eternal Son are grounded 
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on the eternal relations of the Son to the Father ; 
and the life of the Son and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit have been made ours that we may 
realize our sonship. As we were created in Christ, 
all that is possible to us through our creation 
may yet be recovered. In him all things con- 
sist or hold together in their divinely determined 
order. Separated from him, things would fall 
out of their order and the cosmos would become 
chaos. Even the heathen endure in Christ, the 
common root of the race, whose sun continues 
to shine on the just and the unjust and his rain 
to fall upon the evil and the good, until they 
shall bring forth fruits unto repentance, and, de- 
spite their bondage to the god of this world, lay 
hold on eternal life. He who comes to share our 
weakness and our light afflictions brings with 
him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. The gospel of Jesus Christ contains the 
highest and most ennobling doctrine of human- 
ity that has ever been proclaimed on the earth. 
What it proclaims through Christ’s teachings that 
it realizes for us in his person. A Paradise ap- 
pears in two books of the Bible, the first and the 
last, and in the midst of each Paradise is a per- 
fect man, with Christ in both as his Creator and 
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Redeemer that Christ may be all in all. Eternal 
life, realized humanity must begin here, if it be- 
gin at all. No religion can retain its hold on 
the race that ignores the best for man. “Those 
to whom the earth is not consecrated will find 
their heaven profane.” Those fitted to see the 
new heavens will see at the same time the new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. Our graces 
do not become divine, but perfect. Courage is 
the same in all worlds, and is the same courage 
whose very soul is principle for which one would 
be willing to die. Truth is not one thing in 
earth and another in heaven, nor is unselfishness 
nor righteousness. The Bible shows its inspi- 
ration in that it tells not God’s distance from 
man but his nearness to man, and most worthily 
and deeply tells the story of the most inspired 
life. We realize our capacities only by coming 
into contact with their realization in others. It 
was Emerson at his best when he said, “Alone in 
all history Jesus estimated the greatness of man; 
one man was true to what is in you and in me.” 
He more than estimated it ; he realized it. Where- 
fore there is given to him a name that is above | 
every name. 

The life in man may be regarded as three- 
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fold—the life of the body, the life of the soul, 
and the life of the spirit. The responsiveness 
of man in his threefold nature to what appeals 
to his capabilities is the true measure of his life. 
The restoration to man of his high capacity for 
God brings with it the godliness that is profita- 
ble unto all things, having the promise of the 
life that now is and of that which is to come. 
Man finds his Paradise in any world when he 
is imparadised in God. That brings man to 
himself, and he is at himself, physically, intel- 
lectually, and spiritually. The most perfect gems 
as they leave the lapidary’s hand, every facet ra- 
diant with beauty, sometimes lose their tone. 
Hidden away in dark and secret places, they seem 
to deteriorate and their splendor becomes dull. 
It is not that their substance has changed, but 
they need all the power of the sun’s rays to 
bring them again to their best. The wise jew- 
eler gives them a sun bath. They are irradiated 
with the light of the sun until each becomes a 
radiant orb that lights up all about it. So when 
man is brought into vital relations with God, as 
he realizes himself a spirit and that the inspira- 
tion of the Almighty giveth understanding, it is 
not his substance that is changed; it is rather his 
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nature that is realized, its tone, its very life re- 
covered. There is a new heart of love and life 
and light that speaks with new tongues as the 
Spirit gives them utterance. The irradiation 
from within is possible only because of the irra- 
diation first from without. ‘Ye are the light of 
the world” because “I am the Light of the world.” 
The true Shekinah is a holy man, but the holiest 
of men was the truest of men and more truly 
man than any son of man, so that he himself is 
the Son of Man. His body was a temple, his 
human soul with intellect, sensibility, and will 
were all alive to the revelation of the Father and 
hence with the revelation of the Father, because 
his spirit was in unbroken fellowship with the 
Father through the Holy Spirit given without 
measure unto him. 

Christ has given men length of days on the 
earth and made life worth living. By his esti- 
mate of the sacredness of the human body and his 
teachings concerning its resurrection, wherever 
Christ is known the body is better clothed, better 
fed, better housed, better nursed and ministered 
to in sickness, because better studied and under- 
stood. There is better sanitation of the home 
and of the city, less infant mortality, greater lon- 
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gevity, a higher average, and a constantly increas- 
ing average, of human life, a higher regard for 
childhood, more reverence for age, a recovered 
and rehabilitated womanhood, a fresh sanctity 
of the home. All this means greater regard for 
human rights, better protection of property, surer 
titles to real estate, greater security of life, better 
governments, more righteous rulers. The whole 
earth is laid under tribute to satisfy man’s wants 
whether of the wardrobe or the table, whether 
for his dwelling or his office, whether for mind 
or body. All the ends of the earth are brought 
together, as the poorest cottager has upon his 
table the spices of India, the coffee of Ceylon 
or Brazil, and the tea of Japan or China; and 
the medicines with which his family physician 
fights the insidious fever have yielded to the 
search and skill of man in every land and in 
every laboratory. The earth is not only the 
Lord’s and the fullness thereof, he has made it 
man’s as well. All its secrets are laid open as 
freely as man uses the wonderful keys of our 
Father’s house in which we dwell, and God has 
now hung every key at our girdle. Gluttony, 
once the vice and curse of Europe, has largely 
disappeared. Sins that are scarce named among 
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us now, sins of grossest sensuality, sins against 
nature, are found now and only where the strong 
arm of outraged law, the law of a better and a 
purer humanity, cannot reach them, as in Asia 
and in Africa, with their harems of both sexes. 
Infant exposure and human sacrifices and legal- 
ized concubinage have ceased, as has human tor- 
ture. Piracy has given place to international law. 
The laws which men make for men, like the duel, 
whether by blade or bullet, far harder than the 
laws of God, are being abrogated as men learn 
more of the spirit of Christ. Suicide, for which 
nearly every heathen writer was an apologist and 
to which men resorted almost universally in times 
of disgrace or despair, yields before the influence 
and teachings of Christ. The very nations are 
developing a national conscience as well as a na- 
tional mind, and are submitting to boards of arbi- 
tration which was formerly submitted only to the 
dread arbitrament of the sword. The shackles 
have fallen from human limbs in every part of 
three of the five continents of earth, and influ- 
ences are at work which mean for all our race 
freedom of person and freedom of worship. It 
is even now left to man to determine what ani- 
mals shall remain as his neighbors in the world, 
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and, with his ability to develop new varieties of 
fruits and flowers and vegetables and cereals, to 
determine the forms of inanimate life which shall 
delight his eye or minister to his appetite. Nat- 
ural selection itself has yielded to human selec- 
tion as man again becomes the ruler of the world 
about him because he owns the authority of the 
world within him. But all these blessings come 
alone from the hand of the ascended and living 
Christ, who led captivity captive and gave gifts 
unto men. 

“God hath made everything beautiful in its 
time: also he hath set the world in their heart,” 
says the wise man. Man’s very faculty of con- 
sidering and being moved by things beautiful 
broadens into weighing both the past and the 
future, and so the universal world is set in the 
heart of man as God arrests his thought through 
the eye. Only man cares to know the meaning 
of beauty, and so it is God’s alphabet wherewith 
man begins to spell out the universe. A beauti- 
ful sunset, or a symmetrical and exquisitely tinted 
flower, has no meaning to any other animal than 
man. There is no utility in mere beauty to ex- 
plain its existence. Man alone is taught by it 
that God is seeking to get into communication 
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with him when these banners of God are waved 
before him alike in masses of color in the forest 
and in the sky. The child turns to where the 
Father waits, and his soul is warmed by rich 
colors long before he asks the reason of things 
and understands their uses. When Christ called 
the attention of men to the beautiful things in 
nature, it was to show a loving Father’s care, 
and so to strengthen faith in the God that gave 
the lily its beauty. It was Humboldt who declared 
that only when he came to the writings of the 
Church Fathers did he find any adequate appre- 
ciation of the beautiful in nature and a genuine 
love of nature. Christ had thus started men to 
thinking not abstractly but concretely. They were 
beginning to be at home in their Father’s house. 
Through the flowers in the crannied wall men 
were beginning to learn what God is and what 
man is. 

Truth is the law as well as the life of the in- 
tellect. Error may stimulate like a poison, but 
only truth can nourish like a food. Christ’s pas- 
sion was to make known the truth. This was his 
goodly confession before Pilate when he said: 
“For this cause was I born, and to this end came 
I into the world, that I might bear witness ta 
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the truth. Every one that is of the truth hear- 
eth my voice.” He not only claimed that as his 
mission, but that the Holy Spirit who should fol- 
low him was the Spirit of Truth who should 
guide men into all truth. His prayer for his 
disciples was: “Sanctify them through the truth. 
Thy word is truth.” He even went so far as to 
say, “I am the Truth,” and appealed to his trans- 
parent and spotless character for the truth of all 
his utterances, as when he said, “If it were not 
so I would have told you.”’ He gave the world 
its true Magna Charta when he said, “Ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” What has not Christ done to emancipate 
and enfranchise the human intellect? 

In the best sense of the word our Lord, the 
most reverent student of the Scriptures, was him- 
self their first critic. His passion for the truth 
taught men to distinguish between revelation and 
tradition, between the true word of God and the 
traditions of the elders. It was this that made 
Christ’s Bible our Bible. It is what he believed 
in that men believe in to-day. What like tradi- 
tions and superstitions has he not enabled the 
intellect of man to throw off in all the false re- 
ligions of the world, however hoary with age 
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and however venerated by the fathers? The 
very freedom of thought of which men boast in 
our time, and which they use in attacking even 
the teachings of Christ himself, they could not 
possess under any other religion. Christ has 
made man a thinker. At the same time he has 
taught that the guarantee of right thinking is 
right doing. If any man wills to do his will, he 
shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God. 
True intellectual development is a thing of char- 
acter as it was with Christ himself. We can 
never dissociate his clearness of view, his ab- 
solute and final statements of truth, from his 
own symmetrical character. The intellectual 
powers were not so separated from the moral 
and spiritual in him as to appear monstrous in 
their coldness and selfish pride. The world’s 
greatest and clearest thinker, its most authorita- 


tive and final teacher, was one whom men sought 


because they believed that he was a teacher sen‘ 
from God and that God was with him. The in 


tellectual life of Jesus cannot be understood apart 
from his moral perfections. 

Not only is the utmost freedom given to in- 
vestigation of the phenomena and facts of na- 
ture in heaven above or in the earth beneath or 
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in the waters that cover the earth, regions long 
since exorcised of the demons which were sup- 
posed to dwell there, but man himself has become 
the object of most serious study as the crown of 
all this material nature, until men confess that 
they can never look for anything better in nature 
than man, and that all efforts should now be 
turned toward his development and perfection. 
Toward this our Lord lends the chiefest aid by 
his own perfect teachings and example. He tells 
us of the fatherhood of God and the immeasur- 
able value of the human soul; of the righteous- 
ness far exceeding that of the scribes and Phari- 
sees because it does not find its motives in the 
praise of men but in the favor of God; of humility 
which is the one connecting link between religion 
and morality, because humility is love itself, as 
it looks not at one’s own things but ever upon the 
things of others; and of a kingdom of heaven 
that begins on earth, consisting not of meat and 
drink, but of righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. Thus a new world of thought 
is opened up to man by the added information 
which is given, a stimulus to reflection and study, 
as well as a rebuke of those low and‘sensual vices 
which dwarf the intellect and restrict its life to 
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things visible and temporal. The right of the in- 
tellect to the truth, and the whole truth, access to 
the very fountain head of truth, it is this which 
proclaims man free, the child and heir of God. 
Men have invented wonderful lenses whereby 
they can bring near the distant heavens and re- 
solve single points of light into double and even 
quadruple stars, until the distant Milky Way 
glows with radiant suns. But with the lenses 
which Christ has put into our hands we look far 
beyond the most distant stars and suns until 
within the heavens we behold a Great White 
Throne and him that sits thereon and the spirits 
of the just made perfect. Men have invented the | 
audiphone whereby they can catch the most dis- 
tant sounds and are straining their ears to catch 
the music of the spheres. Christ has put in our 
hands an audiphone which enables us to hear the 
very songs of the redeemed as the great multi- 
tude that no man can number, and with a voice 
like the sound of many waters, sing the song of 
Moses and the Lamb. Men with the solar spec- 
trum are seeking to analyze the light and atmos- 
phere of those distant spheres, to know some- 
thine of the water and the soil, something of the 
metals which help to sustain those far-off fires. 
18 
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But here I have a spectrum that shows me that 
the city of God has no need of the light of the 
sun or of the moon, for the Lamb is the light 
thereof; that there is a river of water of life 
that runs clear as crystal from beneath the very 
throne of God; that the walls of that city are of 
jasper, its gates each a solid pearl, and its streets 
of gold. 

The Christ which gives life to the intellect 
gives life to the heart as well. The sensibilities 
grow by what they cling to, as the vine which 


reaches out its tendrils for some sustaining trellis: 
or, failing there, drags them on the earth until 
wounded and broken they bear no fruit. The 
Stoic, with nothing to cling to beyond the pres-: 


ent, dared not give his heart’s full love to the 
wife and children whom death should separate 
from him forever. His religion taught him to 
destroy love, not to encourage or develop it. It 
was an infant, however beautiful, to be strangled 
in its crib before it should grip too strongly the 
human heart. The fountain of tears which a 
good God has so graciously planted within man 
to help put out the fires of his grief and sorrow the 
Stoic permitted to be dried up, as in some forms 
of insanity, where one is denied even the luxury 
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of tears. Was man justified in weeping over the 
merely transient? Was there anything that was 
worthy of undying love in what was itself only 
mortal? Love is not a child of earth, but of 
heaven. We love because He first loved. We 
love, not Him, as the Old Version had it, but we 
love at all, only as God loves and as we become 
conscious of a God of love. Then love is born 
in the knowledge of a worthy object of love, and 
our human ties grow sacred as we know that they 
are sacred from the cold hands of death. Un- 
less God be revealed as lovely and worthy to 
be loved, and man is made lovable by the wor- 
ship of such a God, love is at best a sentiment 
rather than an enduring passion that hopeth all 
things and never faileth. Christ not only vital- 
ized love, he immortalized it. Love that clings 
to an immortal Saviour abides forever. The 
friendships which he creates and fosters are 
deathless. . 

Christ gives life to more than the affections, 
he vitalizes our desires as well as our hopes. 
Because he tells of genuine and true happiness 
we desire it, and of abiding knowledge we crave 
it, and of enduring power we seek it. Our de- 
sires are not given us to mock us. We shall 
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not be left in confusion by them. They shall be 
met. We shall be satisfied when we awake in 
his likeness. We are even saved by hope, hope 
that maketh not ashamed, which hope we have 
as an anchor to the soul that reacheth to that 
within the veil. 

But the soul of man is more than the intellect, 
and even added sensibility with all its vast range 
of affections and desires and hopes and fears; 
its crown, to which both intellect and sensibility 
give homage, is the human will, the consummate 
and godlike gift of man. The highest freedom 
of the human will is in its power of right choice. 
There may be a slavery of the will which com- 
pels its choice of evil. Canon Liddon well said: 
“Man asserts what is properly his human liber- 
ty when, acting according to the higher law of 
his being, he obeys a law which he is free to 
disobey. Law is the guarantee of liberty, and 
liberty is ever the enthusiastic friend of law.” 
If the truth shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed. A new world of life comes to a 
man as he realizes that his true freedom is in 
God, that he not only lives in God, but that he 
wills in God. Nowhere is the man so free in- 
deed as he whom the Son makes free. Nowhere 
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is the will so free as where it is acting in accord 
with God’s will. The best world for a moral be- 
ing is one that needs him to make it better. “The 
supremest faculties of the human mind are those 
which are concerned with purpose—purpose in 
other minds or purpose in our own,” says the 
late Duke of Argyle. “All others are instru- 
ments and subordinates of these. The power of 
initiating changes in the order of nature and of 
shaping them by the highest motives to the no- 
blest ends—this in general may be said to in- 
clude or involve them all. It is these elements 
that make man almost a god to the lower ani- 
mals. But he cannot be a god to himself; for 
if he sees a gulf below him he is only too pain- 
fully aware of the gulf above him.’ Man’s 
highest freedom consists in trying to bridge the 
gulf that is above him as he masters the animal 
that would bind him below. Man-Soul is free 
only when conquered by the spirit and not by 
the flesh. It is the law of the spirit of life in 
~ Christ Jesus which sets me free from the law of 
sin and death. 

The Son of God himself expressed his own 
highest freedom and his truest life through the 
sense of his responsibility to the Father. It is 
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this sense of responsibility that expresses our 
true responsiveness, our capability of knowing 
and doing the will of God, the responsiveness 
which is our noblest life. The word which al- 
most startles us when Christ uses it is the word 
must. “Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business, or must be in my Father’s 
house? I must preach the gospel of the king- 
dom of God unto other cities also: for there- 
fore was I sent. Zaccheus, I must abide at thy 
house to-day. I must work the works of him 
that sent me while it is day: the night cometh 
when no man can work. Other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold: them also I must 
bring. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up. The Son of Man must suffer many 
things, and be rejected by the elders, and the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.” What power is 
this that sways his will, what motives so mighty 
that he dares not resist them? This is his true 
life who said, “Lo! I come to do thy will, O 
God.” It is the frozen sea, bound in Arctic fet- 
ters, that does not yield its tides twice each day 
to the sweet influences of the heavenly bodies 
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that lift the mighty ocean. It is the dead tree, 
or held in the chains of winter’s frost and ice, 
that yields not its sap to the sun’s rays. The 
freedom of sea and forest is in obedience to the 
law of life, not to the law of death. Man’s true 
freedom is when with his Lord he can say, “I 
must,’ and thus find his true will and life in God. 
Christ came not to destroy the will, but to fulfill 
it; not to abolish or annihilate it, as would the 
Buddhist, but to realize and to perfect it. And 
the man, like Paul, who feels the must of God 
in his inmost soul has found himself as the very 
bond-slave of Jesus Christ. 

It was this being strengthened with might by 
his spirit in the inner man that was so inexpli- 
cable to the resolute Romans who, during three 
centuries of protracted agony, tried by fire and 
sword to stamp out the faith of the early disci- 
ples. The creed of suicide had given place to 
the creed of martyrdom. So wonderfully did 
Christ strengthen the weak hands and confirm 
the feeble knees that Pliny reported to his em- 
peror that such resistance, such obstinacy, had 
never been known, while the early Church boast- 
ed more heroines than the whole Roman Empire 


could boast heroes. It was this wonderful vital- 
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ity imparted to the will that made the early Chris- 
tians in Asia Minor so enterprising that when 
any great work was undertaken men were accus- 
tomed to say, “This must be the work of the 
emperor himself or some Christian.” Men stag- 
gered not at vast and difficult undertakings if 
they believed that it was Christ’s will that they 
be accomplished. Had he not developed their 
sense of the sublime itself by bidding them un- 
dertake the conquest of the world by his gospel? 
The same vitalizing force that has made the brain 
of the world a Christian brain has made the hands 
of the world Christian. No more are the world’s 
profoundest thinkers, its greatest discoverers, its 
ablest statesmen, its mightiest leaders to be found 
in Christian lands, but the same conditions of free- 
dom of thought and action have produced there 
its captains of industry controlling the mines, 
manufactures, transportation, and commerce of 
the world. 

Only divine influences, too, can light up the 
spirit of man which is the candle of the Lord. 
The realm of faith and devotion, of rapturous 
joy and holy hope, belongs alone to Christ, who 
has not only brought near the supernatural but 
dwells in it, and zs the supernatural. Without 
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his worship men question the existence of spirit- 
ual faculties in man or are conscious of their 
being atrophied. Because no Being had appeared 
to call it forth there was no word for genuine 
“faith” in either the Greek or Roman world. 
It was not known that the soul of man was capa- 
ble of its sustaining power until Christ came, 
when the hardiest stood amazed at the victories 
of faith over death. Let David, as conceived by 
Robert Browning, tell what faith in Christ meant 


to one who was mightier as a saint than as a king: 


As thy Love is discovered almighty, almighty be proved 

Thy power, that exists with it and for it, of being be- 
loved. 

He who did most shall bear most; the strongest shall 
stand the most weak. 

’*Tis the weakness in strength, that I cry for! my flesh 
that I seek 

In the Godhead! I seek and I find it. O Saul, it 
shall be 

A Face like my face that receives thee; a Man like to me 

Thou shalt love and be loved by forever; a Hand like 
this hand 

Shall throw open the gates of new life to thee! 

See the Christ stand! 
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eternal life?” 


I say, the acknowledgment of God in Christ, 
Accepted by thy reason, solves for thee 
All questions in the earth and out of it. 


—Browning. 


Strong Son of God, immortal Love 
Whom we that have not seen thy face 
By faith, and faith alone, embrace, 

Believing where we cannot prove. 


Thou wilt not leave us in the dust; 
Thou madest man, he knows not why, 
He thinks he was not made to die; 

And thou hast made him; thou art just. 


—Tennyson. 


He who quits the association of Christendom finds no 
other historical community that he can join; the Prophet 
of Nazareth has spoiled him for any other guide of soul 
and faith, and left him to the forlorn exclamation, “Lord 
to whom should I go, unless thou hast the words of 


human, assuredly nothing remains that can be called 
divine—James Martineau, in Sermon on “Historical 
Elements of Christian Faith.” 


(172) 
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_ Jesus Curist is the central fact, the crown- 
ing proof, the undiminishing glory of our holy 
religion. He is at once the justification and the 
completion of our faith in God. Not only be- 
cause we believe in God do we believe in Christ, 
but we believe the more in God and in more of 
God because we believe in Christ, because we 
have seen the Word become flesh and dwell 
among us, and have beheld his glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. The revelations of God have 
been progressive even to the same soul at times. 
Thus God revealed himself first to Moses as un- 
changeable, and when Moses saw the bush on 
fire, burning with a fierce heat and yet never 
consumed, and drew aside to see the strange 
sight, he found that God spoke to him out of 
the midst of the unchangeable to proclaim his 
own immutability. Later, on Horeb’s blazing 
top, amid thunderings and lightnings and earth- 
quakes, the trembling people forbidden to touch 
(173) 
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the mount lest they die, God proclaimed his ho- 
liness and gave his perfect law. But Moses felt 
that he had not yet seen the heart of God, and so 
begged that he might behold his true glory when 
God revealed himself as the Lord, the Lord God, 
abundant in goodness and mercy and truth. This 
was the personal vision of Moses that he could 
not convey to others, a vision renewed on the 
Mount of Transfiguration. The law came by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 
Christ was what he proclaimed. More than all 
his teachings and all his miracles was himself. 
These were but the sun’s rays which could come 
only from the burning core within, which was 
far more than they. Even Baur, the master of 
Strauss, admits, “In any event the entire im- 
portance of Christianity to the world depends 
upon the person of Christ.” Since we know 
God in Christ, worship is no longer simply con- 
templative; it becomes supplicatory. The reli- 
gious faculty had to do with the Eternal, the 
Infinite, the Absolute until Christ became flesh 
and arose and ascended, when the Godhead be- 
came sympathetic, conceived in terms of the fam- 
ily. The terms of the supernatural itself do not 
chill us but warm us, since Christ is the super- 
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natural. The love of Christ is the new emotion 
of religion, central and all-pervasive, which has 
given to morality its European history because 
men are thereby brought into closer relations 
with God. 

The significance of the Incarnation is its hu- 
manizing the Deity, not its deification of human- 
ity. That which is the essence of the Incarna- 
tion must be larger than the Incarnation. It 
must have its roots in the eternity of the God- 
head. It is in harmony with, and is the culmi- 
nation of, God’s relation to the universe, as it 
is also in harmony with the nature of God him- 
self. The Word was more than the agent of 
creation, he was the agent of the moral and ra- 
tional illumination of all intelligent beings, the 
true light that lighteth every man. For this pur- 
pose it pleased the Father that in him should all 
fullness dwell. In him dwelt all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily. Christ brought into our 
flesh what was his from all eternity. In becom- 
ing man he did not cease to be God. What place 
did he empty of his presence or power when the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us? He 
still upheld all things by the word of his power. 
The angels still cried, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
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God of hosts,” as they worshiped Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghost. Adoring angels did not sus- 
pend their worship from Bethlehem to Olivet, 
from the birth to the ascension. They worshiped 
him even as they ministered unto him in the wil- 
derness and in the garden, and pointed with rev- 
erence to his empty tomb as they said, “Come 
see the place where the Lord lay.” Twelve le- 
gions of angels, his imperial bodyguard, waited 
the first signal to smite the Roman legions and 
the Jewish mob with a death-dealing plague, such 
as that with which one angel smote the hosts of 
Sennacherib, when in one night one hundred and 
eighty-five thousand were slain. 

As Christ’s purpose of incarnation and sacri- 
fice was a continuous one from before the foun- 
dation of the world, so was his consciousness. 
It is the guarantee and assurance of the unity of 
his person, the identity of his consciousness as 
the God-man, the theanthropic person. The Son 
of God was also the Son of Man, and as the 
Son of Man was Lord of the Sabbath, was able 
to forgive sins, and shall come again in his 
glory, with all the angels, to sit upon the throne 
of his glory, to execute judgment as the Son of 
Man. For as the Father hath life in himself, 
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even so gave he to the Son also to have life in 
himself; and he hath given him authority to ex- 
ecute judgment because he is the Son of Man. 
“Therefore every one that shall confess me before 
men him shall the Son of Man confess before 
the angels of God.” No created intelligence, not 
even one to whom had been communicated di- 
vine nature, could ever exercise the awful office 
of Judge of the quick and dead. Such unshared 
supremacy in the moral world, with its discern- 
ment of the very thoughts and intents of the 
heart, belongs only to One who existed before 
the world was, and who came into the world 
that he might destroy the works of the Devil. 
Only the Infinite could conquer or judge the 
finite. On Christ’s own consciousness of his 
Godhead believers stake their faith. Christ is 
self-verifying. We see in him the divinest God 
the world has known. “Thou art the King of 
glory, O Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son 
of the Father. When thou tookest upon thee to 
deliver man, thou didst not abhor the virgin’s 
womb. When thou hadst overcome the sharp- 
ness of death, thou didst open the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Thou sittest at the right 
hand of God in the glory of the Father. We 
12 
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believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge. 


Day by day we magnify thee, and we worship 


thy name evermore, world without end.” This 
has been the Te Dewm of believers of both the 
Eastern and Western branches of Christendom 
for more than fifteen centuries. In-this they 
are at one with the apostolic and post-apostolic 
Church in the worship of Christ as God. The 
unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son 
of God stand and fall together. 


Therefore it was that the worship of Christ — 


became fixed in the life of the Church from the 
time that his identity as Saviour and Judge, as 
Son of Man and Lord from heaven, became fixed 
in their thought and faith. The angels, who had 
proclaimed his divine name at his birth, at his 
ascension declare, “This same Jesus who is taken 
up into heaven shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven.” The humil- 
iation of Christ, when he laid aside the existence- 
form of God that he might assume the existence- 
form of man, had been only a manifestation of 
the divine condescension which revealed the maj- 
esty of infinite love. Only what was divine could 
love like that and suffer like that. Only God 
could so empty himself, and, having emptied 
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himself and being found in the fashion or form 
of a man, could humble himself and become obe- 

dient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
"Whom they worshiped was this conquering Lord 
from heaven, the conqueror of death itself, to 
whom was now given a name that is above every 
name, thet at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven and things in earth and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. The glory of the Fa- 
ther is the glory of the Son. 

The homage that we render thee 
Is still our Father’s own; 


Nor jealous claim or rivalry 
Divides the Cross and Throne. 


The cross is the throne from which the Triune 
God rules the world within the world, the world 
of intelligence and love and service, whether of 
angels or men. In our heart of hearts it is not 
might we worship, or wisdom, but love; and God 
is love. Nor can we worship a God who is oth- 
er, or less, than love. Whatever Christ’s essen- 
tial right to reign, his inherent prerogative as 
Lord before his incarnation, it was when even 
he became servant of all that he became Lord 
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of all, and we his redeemed ones worship him 
saying, “Unto him that loveth us and loosed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto God and the Father, 
unto him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever.” To the glory which Christ had with the 
Father before the world was is added the glory 
of the adoration and love of the lost world that 
he saved. He is the Hero-God returning to his 
throne, having led captivity captive. His will- 
ing slaves are his most adoring worshipers, while 
heaven and earth hail him as Lord of hosts and 
Lord of all. He that humbled himself hath been 
highly exalted. His humiliation has become a 
manifestation of glory, the glory that excelleth. 
The very light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God is in the face of Jesus Christ. Christ is 
the Lord of glory. None of the rulers of this 
world knew what was veiled in the humanity of 
our Lord, for had they known it they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory. 

The world of Christ’s day looked for his di- — 
vinity in his words and in his acts rather than 
in himself, his person, his consciousness; while 
it is because of his person that we to-day accept 
his miracles and works. They saw in him only 
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a prophet at best, such as spoke by the Holy 
Spirit who inspired him or who enabled him to 
work miracles as other prophets had spoken and 
wrought miracles. But what he was, a self- 
conscious and self-determining Person who came 
forth from the Father and returned to the Father, 
whose absolute veracity concerning earthly things 
challenges our full confidence in what he de- 
clared concerning heavenly things, the world did 
not apprehend. “For no one knoweth who the 
Son is but the Father; and who the Father is 
save the Son.” Only God can reveal God. The 
humanity of Christ was not the veiling but the 
unveiling of the divine glory, for it was the hu- 
man life of God. Its glory survived the strain 
of our human flesh, and shone through it, and 
glorified it. 

To shame our sins he blushed in blood, 

He closed his eyes to show us God: 


Let all the world fall down and know 
That none but God such love can show. 


The highest human nature proved itself divine 
only as it became the vehicle of the life of God 
when the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us. The prayer to the Father who has revealed 
his own eternity through his eternal Son is often 
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most expressive of our inmost thought when, as 
in the great liturgies, we alternate our prayers, 
turning from the Father to the Son, from the 
great eternal, originating love to the filial love 
in which it has been eternally mirrored, and back 
again to him in whose bosom that Son forever — 
rests, thus ever keeping in mind the Father that | 
loved and sent, and the Son that loved and came, 
and the Holy Spirit of love proceeding from the 
Father through the Son who comes to abide with 
us forever. We believe that Christ through the 
majestic condescension of his incarnate life of 
love has simply revealed the Father as he was 
before the world was made, and as he was known 
by all intelligences who worshiped in the heaven- 
ly places the Triune God, but whose infinite love 
as Father could only be made known unto us by 
his eternal Son. A Son worthy of such eternal 
love is revealed in the person of Christ as wor- 
thy of our adoring love, for that is our highest 
worship. Angels could do no more, as they join 
with the elders around the throne saying with a 
great voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power and riches and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing.” Faith 
in the eternal Father is adequately realized only 
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through faith in the eternal Son, who alone 
shows us the Father and alone satisfies our hearts 
with all their conscious wants. His filial trust 
and will become the inspiration and help of ours, 
so that he that hath the Son hath life, and he that 
hath not the Son hath not life. To believe in 
Christ is to believe in his person, which is far 
more than to believe in his works, just as belief 
in Almighty God implies belief in his creation, 
his first and greatest miracle. 

The Sonship of Christ was the glory of his 
person, for it was eternal. All the assaults of 
Satan were made on his perfectly filial nature. 
“Tf thou be the Son of God,” urged the tempter, 
as if to put his Sonship to a test, who being in 
human form never severed himself from the de- 
pendence of faith, and so became our Captain 
or Leader in faith. But the consciousness of 
Christ was unclouded from above and unbroken 
from beneath. “He that sent me is with me; 
he hath not left me alone; for I do always the 
things that are pleasing to him.” What mock- 
ery were this if Christ, who gave us our only 
view of the Father that is complete and satisty- 
ing, and in whose breast dwelt the fullest con- 
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not command our entire faith in himself and 
in all his claims, as the Son of God and Lord 
of men. If man is the head of nature, and 
nature comes to consciousness in man, much 
more is Christ the head of humanity, and hu- 
manity comes to the consciousness of God through 
Christ. To as many as receive him to them he 
gives power to become the sons of God. Christ 
must be to us more than a doctrine; and the 
atonement more than a plan; and the Trinity 
more than a formula. Underlying and inter- 
woven with all must be the person of Christ, to 
vitalize all. “To have Christ, to have the whole 
of Christ, and to have a whole Christ, is the soul 
of our theology—the rest is foundation, defense, 
or scaffolding.’ Said Madame de Staél: “Tf 
Christ had simply taught men to say ‘Our Father’ 
he would have been the greatest benefactor of the 
race.” He did far more. He came to show us 
the Father, declaring, “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father also.” No man knoweth the Fa- 
ther but the Son and he to whomsoever the Son 
willeth to reveal him. This supreme truth of rev- 
elation has now become the supreme fact of his- 
tory. Men cannot see any God save the one 
whom Christ has manifested, for there is no oth- 
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er. “Christ is God’s way to man and man’s way 
to God.” He showed us that the motives that 
govern the divine conduct must govern human 
conduct also, and he came to give us power to be- 
come the sons of God. 

To a being of such unaffected majesty, speak- 
ing so calmly of the Father; claiming to be Lord 
of the Sabbath just as the Father is, whose provi- 
dence continues at work on all days alike be- 
cause of its divine beneficence ; and claiming equal 
homage with God, for “he that honoreth the Son 
honoreth the Father also’; claiming power on 
earth to forgive sins, and also authority as Judge 
of quick and dead at the last day, when ye shall 
see the Son of Man come in his glory and all 
the angels with him, we come asking, “Who art 
thou? What sayest thou of thyself?’ His an 
swer is intelligible alike to friend and to foe. 
“Ye are from beneath, I am from above; ye are 
of this world, I am not of this world. I am the 
Light of the world. I am the Way by which 
man ascends to heaven, I am the Truth which 
can satisfy the cravings of the human heart, I 
am the Life to all who live now in very deed 
and who would live forever. I have life in my- 
self as the Father hath life in himself. This I 
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have received from my Father. I am the Bread 
of Life, the Living Bread that came down from 
heaven. Iam the Resurrection and the Life. So 
if ye love me, keep my commandments. Ifa man 
love me he will keep my words; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him. He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father. I and my Father are 
one. If ye had known me, ye should have known 
my Father also.” So he spoke before his resur- 
rection. Then to his worshiping disciples he 
said, “All authority hath been given unto me in 
heaven and on earth.” Twice more he speaks, 
and that from his throne; once to Saul of Tar- 
sus, who asks, “Who art thou, Lord?’ “I am 
Jesus of Nazareth whom thou persecutest.” Then 
on Patmos, to his beloved disciple, he makes the 
fullest of all his revelations as he says, “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, saith the Lord God, which 
is and which was and which is to come, the Al- 
mighty.” Thus he spake alike to Saul and John 
when his countenance was as the sun shining in 
his strength as on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion, when the voice of the Father was heard 
through the rifted heavens, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son; hear him.” 
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“After such declarations the Jews had no log- 
ical alternative to belief in the Godhead of Jesus 
except the imperative duty of putting him to 
death.” His must be a Roman gibbet or the 
throne of the universe. He was to have both. 
Within three centuries the Roman Empire was 
worshiping the Victim of the cross. At the feast 
of dedication, as Jesus walked in the temple in 
Solomon’s porch, the Jews gathered around him 
and said: “How long dost thou hold us in sus- 
pense? If thou art the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
Jesus answered them: “I told you, and ye believe 
not; the works that I do in my Father’s name, 
these bear witness of me. I and my Father are 
one.” The Jews took up stones again to stone 
him. Jesus answered them: “Many good works 
have I showed you from the Father; for which 
of those works do ye stone me?” The Jews an- 
swered him: “For a good work we stone thee 
not, but for blasphemy; and because that thou 
being a man makest thyself God.” It was not 
because Jesus claimed to be the Christ that the 
Jews would put him to death, because they did 
not deem the Messiah necessarily divine. It was 
because he claimed deity, unity with the Father, 
even of will and of power. It remained for John 
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to state the unity of substance when he declared, 
“And the Word was God”; and for Paul to de- 
clare that “Christ was over all God blessed for- 
ever.” No more does John declare, “All things 
were made by him, and without him was nothing 
made that was made,” than does Paul, who says, 
“For in him were all things created, in the heav- 
ens and upon the earth, things visible and in- 
visible, whether thrones or dominions or princi- 
palities or powers; all things were created by him 
and for him, and in him all things consist.” 
“And in him dwelt all the fullness of the God- 
head bodily.” Not only does Paul send his greet- 
ings with grace and peace from God the Father 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, but constantly recog- 
nizes the Lordship of Christ in every benediction 
and parting. 

The official title, Christ, becomes inseparably 
united with the personal name, Jesus, in all Paul’s 
writings. It is thus that he writes to Timothy: 
“T charge thee in the sight of God, who quick- 
eneth all things, and of Christ Jesus, who be- 
fore Pontius Pilate witnessed the good confession, 
that thou keep the commandment, without spot, 
without reproach, until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which in his own time he shall 
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shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords.” And John 
on Patmos sees “on his vesture and on his thigh 
a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” 
Such was the revelation which Christ made of his 
own deity, and such the basis of authority in his 
own declarations, and in the writings and preach- 
ing of the apostles, that led to the universal wor- 
ship of Christ as God. The prayer of dying Ste- 
phen as he said, calling on the name of the Lord, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit,” became the uni- 
versal prayer of the martyrs, as hymns of praise 
to Him who is able to save unto the uttermost 
marked his universal worship. Thus early did the 
cross of Christ divide the world, as Christ Jesus 
became the touchstone of human hearts. “Every 
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is of God; and every spirit which con- 
fesseth not Jesus is not of God.” For the Lord 
himself had said: “Every one therefore who shall 
confess me before men, him will I also confess 
before my Father which is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Father which is in heaven.”’ 
The triumph of Christianity was due to this 
faith in an incarnate Lord. Its victory over 
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heathen gods and their idolatrous worship was 
not due to the spreading worship of God on 
the authority of Jesus Christ; it was due to the 
worship of Jesus Christ as God. Christianity, 
both as a creed and a life, depends absolutely 
upon the personal character of Jesus Christ, who 
is no less its foundation than its Founder. Prayers 
were addressed at once to him as the omnipres- 
ent Lord who had promised that where two or 
three were gathered together in his name he 
would be in their midst. 

After the worship of Christ the doctrine of 
the Trinity became necessary, and was first de- 
fined. The Son had revealed the Father and 
had promised the Holy Spirit. Prayer was of- 
fered to the Son; then to the graciously revealed 
Father through the Son; and then to the Holy 
Spirit; and then to the Father and Son through 
the Holy Spirit, who helped their infirmities as 
he took of the things of Christ and showed them 
unto. men. Thus Christ became all and in all 


as he revealed the very personality of God. | 


Faith in Christ became the very substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen, as adoring disciples sang, “Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet ap- 
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pear what we shall be, but we know that when 
he shall appear we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is.” That is what Paul 
termed the blessed hope and appearing of the 
glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
No wonder in the arch over each of the five 
entrances of that most beautiful cathedral of 
Milan, the most beautiful in all the world, the 
keystone in every instance is the marble figure 
of Christ. Christ who is the foundation stone 
is also the keystone and the capstone of our 
faith, for in him all things consist, that he might 
be all and in all. 

The personality of Jesus Christ is the impreg- 
nable fortress of Christianity. Our faith is faith 
in Christ. As we sanctify in our hearts Christ 
as Lord we are ready always to give answer 
to every man that asketh us a reason for the 
hope that is in us. Thomas Arnold defined faith 
as reason leaning on God. It is reason leaning 
on God in Christ. For the truth of God re- 
vealed in Christ calls not for the separate exer- 
cise of a unique faculty, but for the cooperation 
of every power by which we can read ourselves, 
or hold converse with whatever is not ourselves. 
Where all of Christ is apprehended all of man 
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is required. “Faith is Jesus Christ in the heart; 
life is Jesus Christ in the works. Faith is Jesus 
Christ dying for us; life is Jesus Christ living 
in us.” Because faith is ultimately an act of 
the will it has such a determining influence on 
character. Those who wil] not ultimately can- 
not. Faith is the adhesion of the entire soul 
to a person. It is the love of a person, and that 
with all the heart and all the mind and all the 
soul and all the strength. When one apostle 
speaks of justification by faith another speaks 
of justification by love. Faith is the love of 
the mind no less than of the heart, and only he 
that loveth not the Lord Jesus Christ is anath- 
ema. Men are busy searching for new truth in 
our day. That is not their greatest need, but 
new trust, trust in him who said, “I am the 
Truth.” The true hero of our war with Spain 
was a Christian hero whose humanity equaled 
his bravery, who subdued and quieted the shout 
of victory by the reminder to his marines on 
board the Teras that the conquered Spaniards 
were dying; and who in the midst of the deaf- 
ening roar and sulphurous smoke of battle did 
not forget the God of battles, but with uncovered 
head called his officers and men to prayer. The 
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tribute paid by his command to brave Captain 
Philip told of the influence of faith in Christ 
in molding the character of one who endures 
as seeing him who is invisible. It was all un- 
derstood after his death when men read in the 
Christian hero’s Bible this noble sentiment: “Put 
any burden on me, only sustain me. Send 
me anywhere, only go with me. Sever any tie 
but the one that binds me to Thy service and 
Thy heart.” Who can doubt that the brave sea- 
man had often read the words of the great Cap- 
tain of his salvation, “I can of myself do noth- 
ing: I seek not mine own will, but the will of 
him that sent me.” It was the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus. 

It is always an unlovely age, whether it be 
the fourth century or the seventeenth, where 
men’s zeal for doctrine outruns their love of a 
Person, where they are more concerned as to 
men’s creeds than as to their faith in a personal 
Saviour. The truest friend of man is not the 
Arian or the Athanasian, not the Puritan or 
the Churchman, but the Christian; not the one 
loudest in defense of doctrine of the person of 
Christ, but the one who loves most because he 
has had most forgiven and whose life is a per- 
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petual self-surrender of the soul to his Lord. 
This was Christ’s sole command: “Believe in 
me; follow me; come unto me; confess me; by 
me if any man enter in he shall find life.” 
Christianity is the religion of the Incarnation be- 
cause it is the religion of a Person. It is faith 
that saves because faith has primarily less to 
do with doctrines than with a person. It is the 
trust and love of a person that is vital. Faith 
is an act of personal adhesion, of personal sur- 
render and love which is impossible toward a mere 
doctrine. Love which we give to God as a per- 
son revealed in Christ we could never give to an 
abstraction, whether we call it Law or Force. 
Religion begins with self-surrender to the char- 
acter and person of Christ who shows us the Fa- 
ther. Not to love him is not to love truth, is 
not to love righteousness, is not to love loveli- 
ness itself. We cannot love father or mother 
more than him, for he appeals to greater depths 
of our nature than even filial piety has sounded. 
Only God can call forth love like that; and hence 
the love that he requires is the love due to God 
alone. Belief is vital, but faith is yet more vital. 
We may have our beliefs, our views about the 
great doctrines of our holy religion, but these 
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do not really make our faith. Our faith is in 
him who has won our trust and our love as our 
Saviour. The formulating our beliefs follows, 
not precedes, our love to him. Our doctrines 
all grow out of his person. 

When Peter made his good confession, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” it was 
not so much a doctrinal statement as a personal 
one. It was not that Christ had met the Messi- 
anic expectations of his disciples, for he never 
did that, for even just before his ascension they 
asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” They were always slow of 
heart to understand the Scriptures even after 
Christ had opened them. He needed by his res- 
urrection to open their understandings also, as 
he did in the case of the two disciples on their 
way to Emmaus. But despite their intellectual 
dullness their hearts were won to Jesus, and they 
accepted his self-witness notwithstanding their in- 
ability always to give a reason for the hope that 
was in them. Their faith was in a person, and 
they thoroughly believed in the purity, the truth- 
fulness, and the authority of Jesus, whom after- 
wards, when their understandings were opened 
and their religion became more a religion of the 
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intellect as well as of the heart, they called Jesus 
Christ. But it was only as they grew in the 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ that they 
grew in grace as well. What courage later be- 
came theirs who had with one accord- forsook 
their Lord and fled when the shadow of his 
cross fell upon them! Later, when Peter and 
John were arraigned before the high priest and 
all his kindred, together with the rulers and eld- 
ers and scribes, they were transformed by the 
power of a mighty faith as they were mastered 
by it, for this is what makes true courage. There 
was but one explanation: “Now when they per- 
ceived the boldness of Peter and John they mar- 
veled; and they took knowledge of them that 
they had been with Jesus.” 

Because Paul unfolded and elaborated in his 
Epistles what was already in germ in the Gos- 
pels, some have charged that Paul, and not Christ, 
was the author of Christianity; that our doctri- 
nal system comes from a disciple rather than 
from the Lord himself. Nothing is more nota- 
ble about Paul’s writings than his absolute devo- 
tion to Christ as a person. He not only counts 
himself the bond-slave of Jesus Christ, bearing 
in his person the brands of the Lord Jesus, but 
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claims that for him to live is Christ, who lives 
in him and strengthens him. His gospel is the 
gospel of a person: “whom we preach,’ “Jesus 
-and the resurrection,” “Christ and him cruci- 
fied.”” Death to him means to depart and to 
be with Christ. Resurrection means to meet the 
Lord in the air, and so to be forever with the 
Lord. He was ready for his ministry which he 
had received of the Lord Jesus Christ only when 
it pleased God to reveal his Son in him that he 
might preach him among the Gentiles. It was the 
truth in Jesus that Paul ever preached because he 
preached Jesus as truth, the wisdom of God and 
the righteousness of God. Paul’s monogram was 
“In Christ.” No names have ever been so blend- 
ed as the name of Christ and of his chief perse- 
cutor. Paul’s faith, as that of all the apostles, 
and not only of the chosen three, Peter, James, 
and John, to whom he was added as able to re- 
ceive special revelations of truth, was faith in the 
person of Christ who loved him and who gave 
himself for him, and for whom Paul died daily. 
True he meditated more deeply than they all on 
the Christian religion as a system of truth as 
well as of salvation, but he was always careful to 
state when he had the mind of the Lord. The 
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most cultivated of all the apostles, Paul’s minis- 
try, whether by tongue or pen, was not that of 
excellency of speech and of wisdom, but of the 
person of Christ, the power of God and the wis- 
dom of God. That Christ should have won the 
faith of his disciples in him as Messiah despite 
the fact that he antagonized all their ideas as 
to what the Messiah would be and do, and that 
he should have found his chief interpreter of his 
Messiahship in his bitterest foe, shows how great 
and commanding was his personality. The whole 
building fitly framed together grew into a holy 
temple in the Lord only because Jesus Christ 
himself was the chief corner stone. 

Our Lord deemed it vital that however slow 
men might be to apprehend his teachings they 
should have a correct view of his person. His 
question of his disciples, “Whom do men say 
that I am?’ was simply to call out a little later 
a distinct faith of their own: “But ye, whom 
do ye say that Iam?” His first personal beati- 
tude was pronounced by our Lord on a man 
with a distinct faith of his own: “Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven.” So throughout all his ministry 
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our Lord was seeking by the wonderful revela- 
tions of his person and his relation to the Fa- 
ther to draw men immediately to himself as the 
Light of the world and as the Living Bread 
from heaven. If he said, “The Son can do 
nothing of himself but what he seeth the Father 
do,” he also says, “Whatsoever the Father doeth, 
the Son doeth also.” In the pearl of his say- 
ings Jesus reveals at once his nearness to the 
Father and to his brethren: “All things have 
been delivered to me of my Father; and no man 
knoweth the Son save the Father; neither know- 
eth any man the Father save the Son, and he 
to whomsoever the Son willeth to reveal him. 
Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.” If he had nothing save what he had 
received of the Father, all that he had was to 
be shared with his brethren. His self-disclosure 
was the baring of his very heart to men that all 
‘the help of his divine-human nature might be 
imparted. His majesty was equaled only by his 
humility, his wisdom by his compassion, his 
greatness by his love. He himself could not be 
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lifted up, whether in love or in hate, without 
his drawing all men unto him. The glory of 
the true Vine was in giving his very life to the 
branches. Therefore it was vital that men should 
know him and the Father through him, “for 
this is eternal life, to know thee the only true 
God and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” 
If divine illumination be necessary to know 
Christ as he is, if no man can call Jesus Lord 
save by the Holy Spirit, how great and final is 
that sin which refuses the testimony which God 
gives concerning his Son! Is not this the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost that hath never 
forgiveness? He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness in himself: he that believ- 
eth not God hath made him a liar; because he 
hath not believed the witness that God hath 
borne concerning his Son. And the witness is 
this, that God gave unto us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath 
life, and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life. And to this declaration of fact John 
adds the declaration of experience: “And we know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us 
an understanding, that we know him that is true, 
and we are in him that is true, even in his Son 
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Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal 
life.’ It is not immensity that makes God, or 
almightiness, but love without limit, and that we 
have in Christ alone and who alone can show 
us the Father. 


I say the acknowledgment of God in Christ, 
Accepted by thy reason, solves for thee 
All questions in the earth and out of it. 


“In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men.’ Our very light of truth comes from our 
life in Christ, for “truth is not a knowing but 
a being, and its realization is a right relation to 
God.” How else to us human beings of intel- 
ligence and affection and volition could God re- 
veal himself except through a person. It could 
not be through inorganic nature, the lowest of 
all existence. The sun says: “He is not in me. 
I am but his robe of light which he can fold 
and lay aside as he hides himself no less in the 
darkness whether of excessive brightness or of 
the rayless night.” The sea says: “He is not in 
me, although the Almighty at times glasses him- 
self in tempests. I but show in my restless tides 
his thoughtful concern for that which has life 
as I have not.” The earth says: “I am but his 
footstool, and by my changing seasons I -can 


God can only 
reveal himself 
in human 


nature. 


202 The Lordship of Christ. 


only declare his ceaseless providence and care.” 


Organic nature, animate or inanimate, cannot 
reveal God save as regards his wisdom and 
power. Human nature alone can reveal God, 
as through it intelligence alone speaks to intel- 
ligence, and love speaks to love, and-will ap- 
peals to will. If God could but fashion or find 
human nature perfect enough to be the vehicle 
of divine nature, pure and strong enough for the 
human life of God! One and One alone of all 
that have been born of woman comes claiming 
to be sent of the Father, to have come down 
from heaven while he is in heaven, where he 
ultimately ascends bearing with him the human 
nature in which he dwelt, and promises to come 
again, saying: “He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life. Because I live, ye shall live 
also.” What think ye of Christ, this Jesus that 
was called Christ? Can we conceive of nobler 
thoughts of God than he awakens, or holier af- 
fections than he exhibits? Has any one ever 
shown us as much of God? If God has not 
spoken by Christ, has he spoken at all? If 
Christ does not reveal the Father, has there ever 
been a revelation, or dare we hope for one? 
If the voice of the Father was never heard say- 
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ing, “This is my beloved Son; hear ye him,” can 
we ever expect the awful silence to be broken 
and for God to speak with man? There is but 
one keystone that will fit and hold the arch, and 
that is Christ. 

It is a startling fact that faith in God and 
faith in Christ stand or fall together. There is 
no safe ground, none where the intellect and 
heart can rest between the deity of Christ and 
the baldest Materialism and Atheism. The two 
extremes of human thought are Theism, a God 
revealing himself in his very essence as eternal 
love, and hence personal and tri-personal, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; or Atheism, with 
a vacant throne in heaven and the mud of Ma- 
terialism on earth, a very gospel of dirt, slimy 
with protoplasm as “the physical basis of life.” 
The place of Christ in modern as in medizval 
and even ancient times must be the place as- 
signed him by his worshipers after his resur- 
rection and ascension, or on the gibbet. There 
is no place for him on the earth which he came 
to redeem, or his must be the supreme place of 
Lord and Christ. The sad history of Strauss 
himself shows that. He supposed that he had 
a real Christianity left despite a discrowned 


Faith in God 
and faith in 
Christ stand 
or fall to- 
gether. 


204 The Lordship of Christ. 


Christ. He even concluded his article on “The 
Temporary and Permanent in Christianity” with 
these words: “Let us have no fear that we shall 


lose Christ, if we find ourselves obliged to ex- _ 


pose much which has hitherto been called Chris- 
tianity! If then Christ remains, and remains 
as the highest object we can possibly imagine 
with respect to religion, as the Being without 
whose presence in the mind perfect piety is im- 
possible, surely there is left us in him that which 
is essential in Christianity.” But the historical 
Jesus without miracles and without the super- 
natural, one whose life work is mythical, soon 
becomes himself mythical or worse; and Jesus 
had no power over his life either as teacher or 
example. He termed every concession to the 
supernatural history of Christ a “nicking of his 
sword,’ and hastened to withdraw it, but his 
sword fell in pieces before the Christ whose 1m- 
age he sought to destroy from the sacred rec- 
ords and in human hearts. His departure was 
final when he taught that the only incarnation 
was in humanity, and not in Christ. It is thus 
that the most formidable opponent of Christian- 
ity sank into Pantheism and was hastening nec- 
essarily toward Atheism, who began by trifling 
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with Christ’s claims to deity, of attempting to 
maintain the belief of an historical Christianity 
without a divine Christ. Soon the historical be- 
comes mythical, the individual becomes symbol- 
ical, and God, if indeed there be a God, has no 
son but humanity. Matthew Arnold would sub- 
stitute Literature for Dogma, accounting for the 
progress of the race by the eternal Power not 
ourselves that makes for righteousness, delight- 
ing in the poems of Isaiah as the most wonder- 
ful products of human genius as he sings of 
this eternal Power; and yet he ends by ques- 
tioning whether this Power were ever a Person 
even to the mind of Israel. Intervening years 
so dim the life of Jesus that faith has almost 
lost its memory, as it has lost its hold, of the 
risen Christ. Because no angel has ever rolled 
away the stone from the door of the sepulcher, 
in vain he praises “that gracious Child, that 
thorn-crowned Man who lived while we be- 


lieved.” 
Now he is dead! Far hence he lies 
In the lorn Syrian town; 
And on his grave, with shining eyes, 
The Syrian stars look down. 
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or none. The Christian world was astounded 
in the fourth century to find itself Arian, but it 
could not remain so. Soon Socinianism, that 
would make Christ the first of human beings, 
imitation of whose virtues makes our. salvation 
as imitation of Adam’s sin made our human sin, 
led naturally to interpreting the Bible as meta- 
phorical, as one of its tenets, and soon yielded 
to Deism that doubted whether there had ever 
been a revelation. Deism gave way to Panthe- 
ism that doubted the personal existence of God 
and the power of a revelation. Pantheism, in 
turn, surrendered before Atheism, which denied 
the divine existence in any form, and proclaimed 
the baldest Materialism. It calls itself science, 
and owns no intelligence as accounting for the 
universe, but simply blind force as its unknown 
god and its unknowable god. These be thy 
gods, O Israel, when we forget and forsake the 
only true God and Jesus Christ whom he hath 
sent. “The war of our day is not between sci- 
ence and faith; but between faith and faith, faith 
in a blind force and an unverified law of evolu- 
tion and faith in an absolute, rational, and con- 
scious Spirit, as the ground and author of the 
whole finite universe.’ This great Spirit thinks 
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and loves and wills, and ever seeks communica- 
tion, as the Father of spirits, with man who 
was made by him in his own image and likeness. 
The history of human thought, since men began 
to think deeply upon the person of Christ, shows 
that in the last analysis God is in Christ recon- 
ciling the world unto himself, or there is no God. 
God is known in and through Christ or he is 
unknown or unknowable. If Christ was not 
what he believed and declared himself to be, the 
eternal Son of the Father, the Saviour and final 
Judge of men, he is not the Light of the world, 
he is not the Bread of life, he never came down 
from heaven, and can never take man up into 
heaven. His claims are false, his words a mock- 
ery, he is powerless to help or save. There is 
no beauty in him that we should desire him. 
There have been better men than Jesus, because 
truer, if it be not true that heaven and earth 
shall pass away before one jot or tittle of his 
words shall fail. Ali the sentiment and poetry 
about “the Crystal Christ” or “the Christ in pure 
marble” makes Jesus the creation of man rather 
than the Son of the living God, if his words do 
not abide forever as one whose consciousness of 
Godhead dated from “the dateless date,” the be- 
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ginning, “when all things were made by him, and 
when he who was in the beginning with or to- 
ward God, in perpetual communion, was God. 
He alone can show us the Father, in whom 
dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 
For it pleased the Father that in him should 
all fullness dwell who is the image of the in- 
visible God; and he is before all things and in 
him all things consist, and he is the Head of the 
body, the Church. The abiding faith of the 
Church is that “the Jesus of the Gospels, of the 
Epistles, and of the Church is human and di- 
vine, is King and Priest in an eternal kingdom, 
is the essence of supernaturalism; and natural- 
ism must expel Christ from the heart and the 
Church, from the conscience and the life, before 
it can expel supernaturalism from human histo- 
ry.” Christ showed at once the immanence and 
transcendence of God. He who came down from 
heaven was in heaven, the very essence of super- 
naturalism, the perfection of humanity. This is 
the Jesus whom Paul preached that he might 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. This 
is the gospel of which he was not ashamed and 
which he was eager to preach in Rome, the very 
center of material power; for this gospel of a 
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supernatural person, the incarnate Christ, though 
to the Jews a stumbling-block and to the Greeks 
foolishness, was the power of God unto salva- 
tion of every one that believeth. 

It was by the worship of the incarnate Sav- 
iour, with what it meant of correct living and 
pure zeal, that the early Christians won their 
first great victory over Greek and Roman pagan- 
ism and substituted Christian for heathen moral- 
ity. Wherever the Church has been the Church 
of the Incarnation, without seeking to tone down 
the confessed mystery of the Incarnation to the 
lower faculties of men, she has been the Church 
of progressive humanity. The Scriptures do not 
attempt to explain the Incarnation, they simply 
reveal it; they do not seek to state just how 
the divine and human can exist side by side in 
one blessed personality, they simply declare it, 
and leave it. So should we remember that our 
gospel of the Incarnation is not to be explained, 
as if we could fathom and measure the sacred 
mystery of infinite love, but to be preached. The 
life of the incarnate Christ is so much larger 
than ordinary human life that it cannot be taken 
in by man’s lower faculties, but only by the con- 
scious intelligent human spirit operating on the 
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whole man as a moral and social being. Christ 
brought to our human nature a new endowment 
of life whereby mind and heart could the better 
know God, and man’s possible relations to God 
in Christ. Without the Incarnation, Christian- 
ity would be little more than a vague idealism. 
The Incarnation set forth the harmony between 
the ideal and the real man, between man as God 
conceived him and man as he could and did 
become when God made his abode with him. 
There could be no perfect morality from a false 
religion. The motives of Christian morality are 
drawn from the Christian religion. The Holy 
Spirit, whose mission, as the Spirit of Truth, 
is ever to take of the things of Christ and show 
them unto us, thus, and thus alone, guides men 
into all truth, the truth that purifies and saves. 
Christianity both as a creed and a life depends 
absolutely on the personal character of its Found- 
er. What comes to man intellectually from any 
attempt to juggle with Christ’s own statement 
of his deity, alike in conversation and discourse 
and prayer, we have already seen in the inabil- 
ity of the human mind to stop, between the di- 
vine Christ and no Christ, between a God who © 
has spoken unto us by his eternal Son and bid- 
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den us hear him and no God at all. Nor can 
the heart any more than the intellect accept any 
but the true Christ. A false Christ can never 
be the object of a saving faith. A Saviour who 
cannot be trusted to the utmost can never save 
to the uttermost. As Carlyle indignantly ex- 
claimed, “A false man found a religion? Why, 
a false man cannot even build a brick house! If 
he do not know and follow truly the properties 
of mortar, burnt clay, and what else he works 
in, it is no house that he makes, but a rubbish 
heap.” Only a divine Christ, true to God and 
to man, because true to his own consciousness 
of himself as the eternal Son of the Father, could 
have lifting power to draw all men unto him. 
Only a true Saviour could have so allied him- 
self to men by the tenderest ties, ignoring in- 
sult, injury, and pain, and having loved his own 
love them unto the end. The one grace that 
cannot be counterfeited is fidelity unto death. 
The noblest Roman of them all in all that his- 
tory of valorous men was the defeated consul, 
Varro, whose legions were almost wholly de- 
stroyed by Hannibal at Canne, whom the Ro- 
man Sen2te came out to thank because he had 
not despaired of the republic. Only a true man 
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could have maintained and awakened faith in 
such an hour. It was our Christ who never lost 
faith in humanity who alone can awaken faith 
in himself. The greatness of a man is his 
strength in bearing the burdens of humanity. 
Christ bore the sins of the whole world, and 


with his cross lifts the whole world to God. | 


Only the God-man could do that. 

The final test of the deity of Christ is, Can he 
be worshiped? His first confessor, the penitent 
thief “who spoke the last kind word to Christ,” 
by some years anticipated even Stephen’s dying 
prayer, when, the first of an innumerable com- 
pany of believers, he committed his soul at once 
to Christ and was promised the same day en- 
trance into Paradise. The Church owes Paul 
to the prayer of Stephen, who said, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit,” and kneeled down, and cried 
with a loud voice, “Lord, lay not this sin to 
their charge.” Paul’s last words we do not 
know, but it was with calm confidence near the 
end that he declared, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed-unto him against 
that day.” The Lord, the righteous Judge, who 
had waiting for him a crown of righteousness, 
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was the Christ of God to whom Paul had com- 
mitted his soul in absolute faith in his deity, as 
had Stephen, 


Who saw his Master in the sky, 
And called on him to save. 


The human soul in its hours of supremest 
need invariably addresses its prayer to Christ. 
To the deity of Christ the hymnology of the 
Church from the beginning bears this witness. 
For true poetry is the fusion of mind and heart. 
It is not therefore in the didactic hymns that we 
learn most of the human heart and its deepest 
and truest worship, but in the penitential hymns, 
in the hymns of supplication and of adoration and 
praise. The beatitude of forgiveness and of holy 
communion with God is his who comes praying: 

“Approach, my soul, the mercy seat, 
Where Jesus answers prayer; 


There humbly fall before his feet, 
For none can perish there.” 


“Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!” 


“Yield to me now, for I am weak, 
But confident in self-despair; 
Speak to my heart, in blessings speak; 
Be conquered by my instant prayer.” 
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“Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
Till the storm of life be past; 
Safe into the haven guide, 
O receive my soul at last.” 


“My faith looks up to thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Saviour divine; 
Now hear me while I pray, 
Take all my guilt away, 
O let me from this day 
Be wholly thine.” 


“Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if thou be near; 
O may no earth-born cloud arise 
To hide thee from thy servant’s eyes.” 


“OQ happy day that fixed my choice 
On thee, my Saviour and my God.” 


“Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies; 
Heaven's morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!” 


“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky 
and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blesséd Trinity.” 


“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
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’Tis the sublime of man, 
Our noontide majesty, to know ourselves 
Parts and proportions of one wondrous whole. 
This fraternizes man, this constitutes 
Our charities and our bearings. But ’tis God, 
God diffused through all that doth make all one whole; 
This is the worst superstition, him except - 
Aught to desire, Supreme Reality. —Coleridge. 


We can hardly realize our incapacity for dealing with 
the future. Two things seem to lie at the foundation of 
being. There cannot be a lost good; there cannot be an 
unrequited evil. This is enough. No good is apart from 
Christ, and in him alone is life—Westcott. 


I cannot chain my soul; it will not rest 

In its clay prison, this most narrow sphere. 

It has strange powers, and feelings, and desires 
Which I cannot account for nor explain, 

But which I stifle not, being bound to trust 

All feelings equally, to hear all sides, 

Yet I cannot indulge them, and they live, 
Referring to some state of life unknown. 

And thus I know the earth is 
For I cannot so narrow me, but that 

I still exceed it. —Browning. 


not my sphere, 


Let us be like a bird an instant lighted 
Upon a twig that swings; 

He feels it yield, but sings on unaffrighted, 
Knowing he hath his wings. —Victor Hugo. 
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SPIRITUAL GRAVITATION ?OR,) THE 
ASCENDED CHRIST, 


THE incarnation of Christ was completed only 
in his ascension. Hence the Easter message of 
our risen Lord was not “I have risen,” but “I 
ascend.” The ascension began with the resur- 
rection and was the completion of the resurrec- 
tion, and so made possible the perpetual incar- 
nation. Christ must be lifted up, not only from 
the grave but into heaven, before his true wor- 
ship could begin, and before he could draw all 
men unto him. For worship is communication 
with the unseen world, to be genuine and com- 
plete. Nothing could have been gained in de- 
laying this intercourse by Christ’s detention in 
the visible world. It was expedient for his dis- 
ciples as well as for their Lord that he now as- 
cend to their Father no less than his Father. 
The Holy Spirit was so to reveal his divine glory 
as well as to call to their remembrance his per- 
fect human life and character as that henceforth 
and forever they should call him Lord. The 
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worship of the living, glorified Christ within the 
veil is the distinctive transaction of the human 
soul with the supernatural. The way into the 
supernatural is now clear and the intercourse 
direct, for Christ is the supernatural no less than 
the Way into it. 

The power of Christ’s resurrection is not in 
its miraculous force which overpowers the mind 
and even awakens its resistance because of such 
compulsion, but in its attractive and persuasive 
force as it makes possible spiritual intercourse 
with him. Our religious faculty, which is not 
only as normal as any other faculty, but our 
crowning faculty, communicates at once with 
supernatural society, as Christ illuminates the 
very Trinity and makes the Godhead sympa- 
thetic. There could be no Christianity without 
such intercourse with our living Head. There- 
fore if Christ be not risen, and be not living, 
our faith and our preaching are both in vain. 
The strength of our religious faculty is not due, 
as among the heathen, to the obstacles to be 
overcome and the chasms to be bridged by asceti- 
cism and ritualism in order to such intercourse, 
but to the directness and immediateness of our 


communion with the object of our supreme wor- 
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ship. Faith is so invigorated by the experience 
of his presence and power that it is brightened 
and strengthened in proportion to the directness 
of its intercourse with the living Lord. To this 
is due not only the distinctive progress of Chris- 
tian nations who worship the risen and ascended 
Christ, but that going from strength to strength 
which marks the true worshiper of Christ, both 
here and hereafter, the sure credential of the only 
begotten Son. 

The incarnate Son is both the Redeemer of 
men and the Revealer of God. Our redemption, 
which from its very nature is a work limited to 
time, makes possible a revelation which will be 
without end. Those whom he hath loosed from 
their sins in his own precious blood doth the 
Redeemer make kings and priests unto God for- 
ever. They that walk with him in white, in the 
bridal robes of the resurrection, shall, like the 
king’s daughter, be all glorious within, because 
illumined by the secret of the Lord which is 
with them that fear him. The pure in heart shall 
see God forever, and the widening vision shall 
fill the redeemed, soul and body, with light, as 
they shall themselves be transfigured by the vi- 
sion. Beholding as in a glass the glory of the 
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Lord, we shall be changed from glory into glo- 
ry. This is the post-redemptive and unlimited 
period of revelation. We ourselves must be 
transfigured to constantly behold our transfig- 
ured and glorified Lord. In Christ’s glorious 
body is revealed the new and perfect and im- 
mortal form of humanity which we also shall 
wear when the bodies of our humiliation shall be 
changed and made like unto his glorious body 
according to the mighty power whereby he is 
able to subdue all things unto himself. 

Then if our life-conditions are changed so 
must be our environment, for the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth together in pain until 
now, waiting for the manifestation of the sons 
of God. We ourselves also which have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves, groan 
within ourselves waiting for adoption, to wit, 
the redemption of our body. Nothing short of 
the new heavens and the new earth can satisfy 
our changed conditions, and these will we look 
for according to his promise. Our humanity 
will have a new setting. The union of the di- 
vine and human in Christ is that which gives 
direction to all God’s works, whether creative 
or redemptive. Redeemed man is helping to 
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make the new earth, while Christ, our incarnate 
Lord, has gone to prepare a place for us in the 
Father’s house and is preparing us for our place. 
We confidently expect to enter the heavens where 
our file-leader and Head has gone on before, 
wearing his resurrection body and declaring, “Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also.” What shall sep- 
arate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord? Shall death? 

Thy servant Death with solving rite 

Pours finite into Infinite. 
Man does rot lose his personality in God, he only 
finds it. The true manifestation of the sons of 
God is completeness in Christ, the preserving of 
spirit, soul, and body, entire, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Whether the Incarnation was either possible 
or worth while depends not altogether on what 
man now is in the process of becoming, but upon 
his real nature, which cannot be known fully un- 
til that process of becoming is completed. As 
Aristotle said, “What a thing is when its be- 
coming has been completed that we call the ‘na- 
ture’ of a thing, as of a man.” Man’s real na- 
ture is that nature which, in the eternal Son, in 


whose image we are conceived, was the Divine 
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Ideal of every man. Thus our true nature and 
our ideal nature are one. Man’s true moments 
are his best moments, his true self is his best 
self. Man’s worse nature is his false self, seek- 
ing to usurp the place of his true self. Man is 
only at himself when living according to his 
real, which is his ideal, nature. Otherwise, he 
has lost himself, is beside himself. Man’s capac- 
ity for ethical truth which is the essential being 
of God shows his capacity for God, the finite 
sharing in the Infinite nature. The one has a 
circumference and the other not, but both have 
the same center. It was this oneness of ethical 
nature that made so powerful Abraham’s plea 
with God, “Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” As in one perfect man God realized 
his moral nature in a perfect human life, what 
may God not ultimately do in communicating 
himself to every perfect man? Well may we 
wait for the manifestation of the sons of God 
and what we shall be when we shall see him 
as he is. Man’s nature is keyed to the eternal, 
not to the temporal. What we shall be, that is 
what we really are. Man is a creature of two 
worlds, and it needs both to show what he is, 


just as many a plant requires two seasons for 
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its full growth, the first year showing only 
leaves, but the second the matured and glorious 
bloom. The Incarnation showed us that the 
soul of man is capable of real union with the 
All-holy God. The Incarnation, completed in 
the resurrection and the ascension, is a pledge of 
our own resurrection and ascension and complet- 
ed life in Christ. The first Adam was a living 
soul, but the Second Adam, who is the Lord 
from heaven, is a quickening spirit. Christ is 
no more conscious of his eternal Sonship than 
of his representative Headship of the race. As 
the eternal Son, by whom all things were made 
and for whom all things were made and in whom 
all things consist, his incarnation is now a per- 
petual one. What became actual in time and 
will continue forever was purposed from all eter- 
nity. Christ as eternal Son ever held in con- 
sciousness the primal relation of man to God. 
The head could not lose sight of its members 
and cease to think and feel for them without 
ceasing to be the head. The resurrection of 
Christ was the perfecting in his person of a hu- 
manity that our first parents had received only 
in its rudimentary state. It was the development 
for which man was always intended. As Milli- 
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gan well says: “It was the bringing about a re- 
sult aimed at in fundamental and essential im- 
pulses of our nature, and toward which our na- 
ture must always point as what alone can satisfy 
its desires, fulfill its hopes, and complete its glo- 
ry.” In the operation of this law the human 
will is always recognized and its cooperation in- 
dispensable. 

It illumines both worlds when we regard the 
resurrection of Christ as something more than a 
physical miracle, though the greatest of miracles, 
it being according to that working of the strength 
of his might which he wrought in Christ when 
he raised him from the dead. (Eph. i. 20.) It 
meant all that to the apostles, but far more; it 
meant a spiritual experience as well. It meant 
that Jesus reigned as both Lord and Christ. 
The Lord ascended because he rose from the 
dead. The ascension was but the completion of 
his resurrection. The same power which lifted 
him from the grave lifted him to heaven. It 
was Jesus as Christ “whom God raised up, hav- 
ing loosed the pangs of death: because it was 
not possible that he should be holden of it.” 
The power of spiritual gravitation was greater 
than the power of physical gravitation. Others 
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might question what had become of the body 
of Jesus. The apostles and disciples had no 
question. The grave could not hold him, nor 
could the earth, with all its attraction of gravi- 
tation, from the glory which he had with the 
Father before the world was. This was his 
oniy possible destination, “whom the heavens 
must receive until the time of restitution of all 
things.” Jesus, who was born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, was declared to be 
the Son of God with power according to the 
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection of the 
dead: even Jesus Christ our Lord. The Spirit 
dwelling in him was the pledge of complete vic- 
tory over matter, which is only the servant of 
spirit. They saw Christ taken up from them 
through the power of the Spirit when the very 
law of gravitation was reversed as the heavens 
received him out of their sight. But so tender 
was his concern for his members, as his linger- 
ing look shows them gazing steadfastly up into 
heaven, that the ascending Head sends back two 
messengers in white apparel to say, “Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye looking into heaven? this 
same Jesus which was taken from you up into 
heaven shall so come in like manner as ye have 
se 
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seen him go into heaven.” The way between 
heaven and earth is no unfamiliar one to Jesus 
and to his own. Christ has made it a highway, 
and the ransomed of the Lord find it so. The 
miracle of the resurrection of our Lord was not 
so much an interference with the laws of nature 
as the realization and completion of nature. It 
is far less a miracle to conceive of God inter- 
fering with his works because imperfect than to 
see him bringing them to a perfection and com- 
pletion far beyond what we ever dared to think. 
Thus the greatest of all miracles, arresting the 
process of corruption and overcoming the icy hand 
of death, showed what every miracle teaches 
in a less or greater degree, the immanence of God 
in man no less than in nature, and the intended 
supremacy of the Spirit over Matter, of Force 
over Inertia, of Life over Death. This is the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus. If the Spirit that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwelleth in you, 
he that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead 
shall also quicken your mortal bodies through 
his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 

Creation itself was planned on redemptive 
lines. For every man there is a possible Eden 
with a tree of life in the midst of it of which 
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he may eat and live forever. And the witness 
is this, that God gave us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son. He that had this life within 
himself had no fear of death or its consequences. 
“Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue 
rejoiced; moreover my flesh also shall dwell in 
hope: because thou wilt not leave my soul in 
Hades, neither wilt thou give thy holy One to 
see corruption. Thou madest known unto me 
the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of 
gladness with thy countenance.” Only the mind 
of the flesh is death; but the mind of the spirit 
is life and peace. For we are saved by hope, 
and we have a strong consolation who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before 
us: which hope we have as an anchor to the 
soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enter- 
eth into that within the veil: whither the fore- 
runner for us entered, even Jesus. Have faith 
in the Son of God: that anchor holds! “Because 
I live, ye shall live also.” 

In the person of Jesus Christ we have seen 
humanity at its best, its ethical nature harmo- 
nizing with God and having a common center, 
so that even in human form he can still say, “I 
and my Father are one.” It was humanity so 
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spiritualized that the flesh yielded to the very 
laws of the spirit and was drawn upward rather 
than downward. Christ who had walked upon 
the water by the indwelling power of the Spirit 
is now seen bringing another of the elements 
under his feet. In Raphael’s masterpiece of the 
Transfiguration the matchless artist of our Lord 
rightly interprets the transfiguration as a re- 
hearsal of the ascension, and shows that mas- 
tery of the elements already begun as his glori- 
fied body is seen looking down upon his disci- 
ples from his throne in the air, the throne of 
praises, as he receives the worship of Moses and 
Elias whose bodies obey the same law of spir- 
itual gravitation. So shall they, who are alive 
at his coming, who shall not sleep but shall be 
changed as this mortal puts on immortality, 
know what it means to meet the Lord in the 
air. If there is a natural body, there is also a 
spiritual body. Howbeit that is not first which 
is spiritual, but that which is natural. The first 
man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is 
of heaven. And as we have borne the image 
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly. The Second Man, who is the Lord 
from heaven, comes to recover us and to give 
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us power to become the sons of God, and thus 
to colonize humanity in heaven. So shall we be 
forever with the Lord. 

When our Lord took hold of the seed of Abra- 
ham, of our selected humanity, the best that had 
been developed, rather than of angels, he did not 
complete our salvation on the cross, or even by 
his resurrection, but by his entrance into heaven 
bearing with him our complete and perfect hu- 
manity. The Easter message from our Lord 
was not “I have risen,” but “I ascend.” Now 
body alone makes the mere animal, the beast; 
and spirit alone makes the angel; body and spirit 
both are necessary to make man, both in this 
world and hereafter. Had Christ’s human body 
not been taken into the highest heavens, our hu- 
manity would not be properly represented there. 
The very absence of the body would substitute 
humanity by some other form of being. Hu- 
manity must be saved in its entirety to be hu- 
manity. Without us even the long calendar of 
saints is not only incomplete, but they themselves 
have not received the promise, God having pro- 
vided some better things concerning us, that 
apart from us they should not be made perfect. 
However blissful their present conscious state, 
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they wait the redemption of the body. Christ’s 
reverent estimate of the human body compelled 
the faith that the dead live, and if anything were 
lacking it was his distinct promise and assur- 
ance that all that are in their graves shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
shall live. So powerful was Christ’s personal- 
ity that his disciples did not deem his death con- 
ceivableegsave as a new birth. Otherwise there 
would be a victory of matter over spirit, of death 
over life. But he who could not be held of the 
pangs of death bore with him our true and com- 
plete humanity to heaven, and thus gave us the 
first fruits of that harvest of the resurrection of 
the dead. It was the full grain, all that was 
essential to our perfect humanity, which was ex- 
hibited in those first fruits. Although it was a 
spiritual body that our Lord bore even from his 
empty tomb, a body that was perfectly obedient 
to the spirit in every wish and purpose, as was 
seen during the Christophanies of forty days, it 
was the natural body changed and not cast aside, 
perfected and not destroyed. Our bodies which 
belong to our true humanity, and without which 
whatever else we might be we would not be 


men, will be changed and made like unto his 
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glorious body. Christ’s mission was not com- 
plete in laying down his body. As he himself 
declared, “I lay down my life that I may also 
take it again.” As he laid it down, body and 
spirit, so he took it again, body and spirit, and 
wears our humanity to-day in a perpetual in- 
carnation. This same Jesus that we saw re- 
ceived up into heaven shall in like manner re- 
turn, whatever the interval, wearing our human- 
ity then, and upon the throne of judgment, be- 
cause he is the Son of Man, and forever. 
Christ’s resurrection and ascension gave the 
deathblow to dualism. The body ceased to be 
looked upon as something apart from the spirit 
and an enemy, final separation from the body 
being largely the victory won in death. It is no 
longer regarded as responsible for our sins done 
in the body and hence doomed to utter extinc- 
tion in the grave. The grave is simply the lab- 
oratory where, reduced to its original elements, 
it can be fashioned anew as a holy temple, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For verily in this we groan, longing 
to be clothed upon with our habitation which 
is from heaven. Not that we would be un- 
clothed, but clothed upon, that what is mortal 
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may be swallowed up of life. For this corrupt- 
ible shall put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall put on immortality. The glory of the ter- 
restrial is one, and the glory of the celestial is 
another. The glory of the terrestrial is the leaf, 
the glory of the celestial is the bloom-and fruit. 
Let no fault be found with man if he does not 
bear fruit the first season, for he is a plant of 
two seasons and of two worlds. Because the 
chrysalis seems to belong to the ground is no 
proof that the butterfly does not belong to the 
air and the sky. 

The whole process of true growth and edu- 
cation is not the separation of soul and body, 
but the progressive blending of soul and body. 
From childhood, when we seem conscious only 
of hands and mouth, the infant seeks to bring 
every member under the mastery of the soul. 
The thinker is one whose brain is most obedi- 
ent to his will, as by attention, the prayer of 
the intellect, he seeks to bend it to its task. The 
artist is he “whose practiced finger seems like 
brain,’ so completely have soul and body blended 
under the inspiration of a great thought. The 
awakening of the soul thrills the whole body 
with delight. The body seems instinct with 
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thought and feeling when the fires of a great 
purpose are kindled in the soul. Self-preserva- 
tion, which is the law of nature and of the body, 
yields to self-sacrifice, which is the law of the 
spirit and of grace. The body once controlled 
for purposes of thought and service, man dis- 
covers that his highest thoughts bring him into 
relations with the invisible. As President Eliot 
‘says: “Universities exist to advance science, to 
keep alive philosophy and poetry, and to draw 
out and cultivate the highest powers of the hu- 
man mind. Now science is always face to face 
with God; philosophy brings all its issues into 
one word—duty; poetry has its culmination in 
a hymn of praise; and a prayer in the transcend- 
ent effort of intelligence.” Selfishness makes the 
animal; renunciation makes the man. Love in- 
evitably leads to sacrifice, and perfect sacrifice is 
perfect love. The perfect mastery of spirit over 
body, as shown in every thought being brought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ, when he 
became obedient even unto death, shows a body 
without. vice and whose appetites and passions 
are in perfect subjection to a holy will. So per- 
fect was the blending of spirit and body in Christ 
that the body seemed ready at any moment to 
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accompany the spirit to heaven. So shall be the 
bodies of those who have so accepted Christ’s 
incarnation, and all that it implies of redemp- 
tion and life, that their true citizenship is in 
heaven, whose other-worldliness is a perpetual 
rebuke to worldliness. The last sentence ever 
written by Dr. Dale well states this great truth: 
“Unworldliness does not consist in the most 
rigid and conscientious observance of any rules 
of conduct, but in the spirit and habit of living 
created by the vision of God, and by the power 
of the great hope that after our mortal years are 
spent there is for us a larger, fuller, loftier life 
in his immediate presence.” 

The blending of soul and body becomes com- 
plete in the resurrection, and so gives the organ 
for the spirit which is henceforth supreme. This 
spiritual body is perhaps in form what it was on 
earth, all imperfections having disappeared, but 
adapted to new conditions and subject to new 
laws, as was manifestly the case with our Lord’s 
resurrection body. Paul always spoke of the 
resurrection of persons not of the flesh, declar- 
ing clearly that flesh and blood shall not inherit 


the kingdom of heaven.. If there is a natural 


body, there is also a spiritual body. Howbeit 
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that is not first which is spiritual, but that which 
is natural. It is the natural body owning the 
supremacy of the soul and obedient in all things 
to what is highest that Paul doubtless had in 
mind as being worn by those who shall be alive 
at the coming of Jesus Christ, when we shall 
not all sleep, but we shall be changed, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye. Hence Paul’s 
horror at those who spend their lives in cham- 
bering and wantonness, in reveling and drunk- 
enness, and know not that their body is a tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost. 

It was not the mere raising of the body that 
was the essential fact of the resurrection and 
the chief ground of exultation, but the renewal 
of life. The stronger the bond of communion 
before death the more confident was the Hebrew 
saint that God would not leave his soul in Sheol, 
thus interrupting communion. Before Christ had 
brought life and immortality to full light, Job 
felt that death could not forever separate him 
from the God that loved him: “If a man die, 
shall he live again? All the days of my ap- 
pointed time will I wait until my change come. 
Thou shalt call and I will answer thee: thou 
‘wilt have a desire to the works of thy hands.” 
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Peter looked far beyond the mere raising of the 
body when he exclaimed, “Blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a living hope by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you, who by the 
power of God are guarded through faith unto 
salvation ready to be revealed at the last time.” 


Our Lord illumined this question for all time 


to come when he rebuked the Sadducees for their 
purely materialistic thoughts of the resurrection, 
and who thus missed the entire meaning of a 
doctrine which they rejected, as they brought 
to him one of their favorite conundrums, as to 
whose wife a woman should be in the resurrec- 
tion who had married seven brothers. “Is it not 
for this cause that ye err, that ye know not the 
Scriptures nor the power of God? . . . But as 
touching the dead that they are raised: have 


ye not read in the book of Moses in the place 


concerning the Bush, how God spake unto him, 
saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? He is not the 
God of the dead, but of the living.’ This too 
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was the ground of Paul’s confidence when Hy- 
menzus and Philetus erred concerning the truth, 
saying that the resurrection is passed already, 
and overthrew the faith of some. ‘‘Howbeit nev- 
theless the foundation of God standeth sure, 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his; and, Let every one that nameth the name 
of the Lord depart from iniquity.” Godliness is 
profitable for all things, having promise of the 
life that now is and of that which is to come. 
Therefore exercise thyself unto godliness. Eter- 
nal life that does not begin here does not begin 
at all. 

The three great miracles of the New Testa- 
ment are the birth, the resurrection, and the per- 
son of Christ. Each illuminates the others. The 
greatest of these is the person of Christ, the in- 
comparable miracle of human history. This 
once apprehended, it seems the right thing in 
every way that Christ should have both entered 
and left the world by a supernatural doorway, as 
became the only begotten Son of God. After 
his perfect life on earth, full of sacred mem- 
ories and of holy anticipations of the glory which 
he had with the Father before the world was, 
restoration to that fellowship was inevitable. 
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There was now but one place for him, and that 
was in the bosom of the Father. But it needed 
the lesser miracle of the resurrection, with the 
broken sepulcher and the ten appearances to more 
than five hundred witnesses, to help interpret the 
greater miracle of his person. With the intel- 
lectual awakening and the quickening of moral 
perception that followed the resurrection of our 
Lord, his disciples marveled that they ever doubt- 
ed Christ’s assurance that he would rise again. 
Before, they had doubted even the possibility of 
the resurrection, save at the last day; but now 
they could not see how it was possible for Christ 
to have been held of the bonds of death. It was 
inconceivable to them that he should remain in 
the grave. With this key they began to inter- 
pret anew all the teachings of Scripture. It did 
for them what our Lord did for the two disci- 
ples on the way to Emmaus: it “opened their 
minds,’ for the mind needed opening no less 
than the Scriptures needed interpreting. All 
truth, especially all that our Lord was as well 
as what he taught, was clearer from the hour 
when he was declared to be the Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of holiness 
by the resurrection from the dead. 
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The resurrection of Christ is not only a stu- 
pendous and fundamental fact, but a glorious 
experience both for our Lord and for all who 
know him and the power of his resurrection. 
In Gethsemane Christ had prayed, not “Save me 
from this hour,” but “Save me out of this hour.” 
The hour was already on him when every temp- 
tation of all his life was renewed in one des- 
perate effort after all his life plans seemed abor- 
tive, and the apostles on whom he was to lean 
for success had failed to grasp the great truths 
taught by their Lord, and were before dawn to 
deny him and forsake him. From that hour he 
could not be saved except by the complete sur- 
render to the threefold temptation of the wil- 
derness now vigorously renewed, and that would 
have meant the reversal of all his teachings of 
complete dependence on God according to the 
warrant of his word. But saved he was “out of 
this hour,’ as Captain of faith he won the final 
victory in Gethsemane that made death easy on 
Calvary. The glory of Christ was not some- 
thing apart from himself, it was himself, the 
mighty Victor, the perfect Saviour. His resur- 
rection. and ascension did not mean his being 
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of himself. He was received up “in glory,” he 
rose from the dead in glory and ascended in 
glory, the glory of an unshaken faith and a tri- 
umphant love, the glory of a character, ever sin- 
less but made perfect through suffering. The 
battle scars were in his hands and side, ‘but God 
had loosed the pangs of death, it not being pos- 
sible that he should be holden of it. To main- 
tain one’s integrity even in a death-struggle, to 
bear witness to the truth before one’s judge and 
executioner, this was glorious. It was the ra- 
diance of that glory about his cross that covered 
the sepulcher as well. He was raised up in glo- 
ry who had never known shame. No outward 
conditions can take the place of lost integrity. 
The acclamations of angels cannot supply the 
place of lost self-respect to a wounded spirit. 
If Paul looked confidently to his end, saying, “I 
have kept the faith, I have fought the good 
fight,’ much more the Captain of our salvation 
whose was an unbroken consciousness that what- 
ever he did pleased the Father. In a fragment 
of one of the triumph-songs of the early Church 
we have this tribute to the glory of his person 
who was the incarnate Son of God, and whose 
resurrection justified all his lofty claims during 
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the days of his humiliation, and whose glorified 
humanity was made known both to angels and 
men to the praise and glory of God: “And with- 
out controversy great is the mystery of godli- 
ness: He who was manifested in the flesh, jus- 
tified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up 
in glory.” It was because of his obedience unto 
death, yea the death of the cross, that God high- 
ly exalted him and gave unto him a name that 
is above every name: that in the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things in heaven and 
| things on earth and things under the earth. To 
be raised “in glory” is the resurrection of the 
just, of those who sleep in Jesus. They know 
the power of his resurrection in life and in death, 
because in all heroic efforts for the right they 
have known the fellowship of his sufferings even 
to the point of being made conformable unto his 
death. Our Lord from heaven is a quickening 
spirit. We may know the power and even the 
glory of his resurrection long before death puts 
us to the test. If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are from above where 
Christ is seated on the right hand of God. 
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from the thought of a past incarnation, but of a q 
present and perpetual one. Where the head is 
there shall the members be also. As the head is q 
in his unimpaired personality, so it shall be with q 
us, with spirit, soul, and body preserved entire, ’ 
without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus q 
Christ. A perfect personality is needed for a 
perfect heaven. Nowhere in the Bible is men- q 
tion made of the immortality of the soul, but 
always of immortality of the man, of the per- 
son. The Greeks taught immortality of the 1 
soul because they deemed the soul a spiritual | 
entity sufficient in itself and needing no embodi- 7 
ment. Believing thus, the redemption of the 7 
body was not a welcome thought because it hin- | 
dered mental activity. The body was held re- : 
sponsible for sin as representing one of the pri- q 
mal principles, that of evil, ever in active war- q 
fare with the other primal principle, good. — 
There could be no blissful immortality therefore — 
until the body was cast aside. Christ taught \ 
that the spirit and not the flesh was responsi- q 
ble for sin, that only good was primal and in- 4 
finite, and that good could overcome evil that a 
was finite, and that it was better to enter into q 
life halt and maimed than having two hands { 
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and two feet to be cast soul and body into hell. 
The scars of self-conquest are better than a life 
of sinful gratification of the lusts of the flesh. 
The glory of Christianity is that it teaches a per- 
fect salvation of soul and body by the conquest 
of the spirit over the flesh through the power of 
the resurrection. Moreover the heaven it re- 
veals is not one of absorption, of idle and fruit- 
less contemplation, but one of blessed and eter- 
nal fellowship. “Yea, and our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son, Jesus Christ,” both 
here and there. The impersonal is the imper- 
fect. Whatever is lacking of full personality is 
that much lacking of full perfection of being. 
Christ came to give life to our entire personal- 
ity, and he does not need to cast any of it aside 
as beyond the power of his salvation. We are 
saved by hope. If we have no hope for the 
body, we soon regard it of the earth, earthy. But 
our Lord who is from heaven bore his human 
body to the throne, the pledge of our full re- 
demption, even the redemption of the body. 
Pantheism which robs man of his personality 
robs God also of his, for the personality of 
God and of man stand and fall together. Out 
of the perfected and glorified humanity of Christ, 
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and only from him, could the Holy Spirit come 
to guide us into all truth. The Spirit who 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God, 
can now teach at once the truth and the fact of 
the personality of God and the realized person- 
ality of man. The incarnate Christ alone can 
reach the whole depth of the human tragedy, 
alone can show the celestial heights of glorified 
humanity. 

What nature can surpass that perfected hu- 
manity which belongs to the Son of God for- 
ever? What possibilities appear in our nature 
since we see what Christ made of it! And that 
nature is complete only as it reveals our immor- 
tality, not the immortality of the soul, but the 
immortality of our persons, soul and body wear- 
ing his glorious image. It is not an honor to 
be passed by with little thought when it is re- 
vealed that God made man in his own image 
and after his own likeness. The gospel of crea- 
tion, “Let us make man in our image,” preceded 
the gospel of redemption, “The seed of the wom- 
an shall bruise the serpent’s head.” Whatever 
it means, this is true: man is the embodiment of 
God’s best thought, of his highest ideal of cre- 
ated being, created a little lower than the angels 
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here, but in our realized and perfected humanity 
appointed to judge the angels. “Therefore are 
they next the throne and worship him day and 
night in his temple.” When Father Taylor, the 
sailor-preacher whom the most gifted men and 
women of Boston delighted to hear, was on his 
deathbed, some one said to him, “You will soon 
be among angels.” He quickly replied, “I don’t 
want to be among angels; folks are better than 
angels.” Such a healthy moral nature as that 
never lost faith in humanity nor cursed the day 
he was born. He knew what it meant to love 
and be loved and to have comradeship and kin- 
ship. It takes bodies and souls to make folks. 
The separation of the soul and body is unnatural 
and temporary. Even the body of our dearest 
friend we wish put out of our sight as we see 
that decay and corruption begin when the soul 
is no longer present. The thought of his disem- 
bodied spirit affrights us because there is some- 
thing so uncanny about it without his usual or- 
gans of thought and speech. A human spirit 
unclothed upon seems to us incomplete and in- 
capable of high achievement or perfect happi- 
ness. A permanent separation would be an un- 
speakable calamity. The carefully embalmed 
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bodies in the massive pyramids and costly tombs 
of Memphis and Thebes tell how the ancient 
Egyptians deemed that some sort of relation must 
be reéstablished between the soul and the body. 
The Greeks saw no rest for the shadowy spirits 
until the proper burial of the bodies of the slain 
insured some sort of corporeal life in the fields 


of Elysium. Even Plato, while he ridiculed ex- 


cessive concern for the body after death, held 
that the soul must return to it in time, perhaps 
after four hundred years. Cold and comfort- 
less as are all these pagan speculations, yet they 
were the best possible to the human mind in 
these most advanced nations of antiquity, with- 
out an incarnate Lord to honor the human body 
as a necessary part of himself while living, and 
so necessary that he could not ascend to the Fa- 
ther without it. The body is not for fornication, 
mere fleshly uses of whatever sort, but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body; and God both 
raised the Lord in the entirety of his being and 
will raise us up through his power. There is a 
sin against the body. This startled the voluptu- 
ous Corinthians, among whom sensual practices 
were part of a vile paganism, until the word 
“Corinthianize” meant to play wanton. Know 
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ye not that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have 
from God? and ye are not your own; for ye 
were bought with a price: glorify God there- 
fore in your body. No wonder that it was to 
the Corinthians that Paul wrote his master- 
ly argument for the resurrection of the body. 
The redemption of the body was the last stage 
in the work of redemption, that great proc- 
ess of adoption whereby we are made sons 
of God. 

The Greeks to whom Paul wrote at Corinth 
asked, How are the dead raised up? Paul not 
only answered that question in his most master- 
ly statement and argument, showing that if there 
were a natural body there was also a spiritual 
body, with no loss of identity of being, however 
necessary the changes of adaptation, but he has 
answered, and frequently, a far more important 
question, Why are the dead raised up? How 
asks about method, why about end or purpose. 
When you know the great end and purpose to 
be served, the mere mode seems a small matter. 
The larger question involves the smaller. The 
purpose of God will lay hold on the wisdom and 
power of God for its accomplishment. The mir- 
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acle of the resurrection belongs to the same or- 
der as the miracle of the creation, while the pur- 
pose of the resurrection brings up the larger 
question of the purpose of the creation. It can- 
not be kept too sacredly in mind that the gospel 
of creation, the creation of man in God’s image 
which made the morning stars sing together and 
all the sons of God to shout aloud for joy, was 
preached before either the gospel of redemption 
or the gospel of the resurrection. Sin which 
made necessary both redemption and resurrec- 
tion was not to make abortive God’s eternal pur-  __ 
pose and gospel of creation. If man is God’s q 
offspring, sin must not triumph over him while 


living, and the grave after death. Christ must — | 


rise from the dead both on his account and ours 
—on his because the grave could not hold him 
from his destined full fellowship with the Fa- 
ther, and ours that through the power of his 
resurrection we might receive power to become 
the sons of God. With such a champion nei- 
ther sin nor death could thwart God’s purpose 
when he made man in his own image. “For of 
him, and through him, and unto him are all 
things.” The Bible reads, “From God unto 
God.” bi 
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The mental expansion of the apostles came 
with faith in the risen Lord, whom God raised 
up, having loosed the pangs of death, for it 
was not possible that he should be holden of it. 
Before that, even after the Transfiguration when 
our Lord charged them to tell no man of it 
save when the Son of Man should have risen 
again from the dead, they questioned among 
themselves what the rising from the dead should 
mean. But when they knew the resurrection as 
a fact they could not conceive the contrary. It 
seemed almost like a necessary truth. More- 
over, it explained every other truth and fact 
about which our Lord had bidden them say 
nothing until after the resurrection. Every 
miracle was made clearer in the light of this 
greatest miracle next to the miraculous person 
of our Lord. Moreover, it so illumined his per- 
son that not only did they now understand why 
Jesus could not possibly be held in the tomb, but 
it interpreted his entire life and ministry. From 
that time, as they preached Jesus and the res- 
urrection, they proclaimed the Lordship of Christ. 
They did not argue it, they declared it. Men 
give out truth as they themselves attain it. If 
by slow processes of reasoning, then by argu- 
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ments they seek to bring others to the same 
convictions. But if truth comes by experience 
or revelation, then it is simply declared. It was 
a necessary condition of being an apostle that 
one be a witness of the resurrection, and the 
complete mental quickening and spiritual enlarge- 
ment that followed such an experience confirmed 
the testimony, “I have seen the Lord.” Just as 
a graft dominates the tree of which it is the 
second or added life, until henceforth all its 
fruit is of the quality and flavor of the graft, 
so with the intellectual and moral life of those 
who have tasted of the good word of God and 
the powers of the world to come and have known 
the power of the resurrection of Christ. The 
stone can never be rolled back to the door of 
that sepulcher, and on that empty tomb is built 
the Church of God of whom every family in 
heaven and earth is named. This is the law 
of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus that frees 
from the law of sin and death. Christ is draw- 
ing all men unto him because he is lifted up. 
Lifting power is the final test of the Saviour 
of men. Does he lift them by appealing to the 
best that is in them? Does he lift them out of 
sinful associations and lives? “Every one that 
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is of the truth heareth my voice.” His sheep 
follow him, for they know his voice. 
The greatest of all the scientific discoveries in’ Spirituat 


Lravitationas 


the history of human thought is the discovery LO 
of the need of a revelation. What science can- ical gravita- 
not discover God reveals, for Christ is that reve- ”” 
lation. Men pursue their investigations until 
they ascertain by the help of a sufficient num- 

ber of facts what they call a law of nature. It 

is really a law of God. For the world is not 
ruled by law, but according to law. When we 
find out one of God’s laws or ways of working 

we should uncover before it, for we have dis- 
covered the footprints of God. God has been 
along that way before us. So it was when 
Newton was about to verify his calculations 
which were to prove the law of gravitation. An 
overwhelming awe seized him as he realized that 
God was about to make known to him a secret 
unknown to any other being. When that law 
was tested it not only explained the moon’s orbit 
about the earth, due to the attraction of grav- 

ity, but it explained every orbit in the heavens, 
whether of planet or satellite, the attraction of 
material bodies being proportional to the sum 

of their substance and inverse to the square of 
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their distance. No distance has yet been found 
so great as to annihilate this principle of gravi- 
tation. Neptune, the outermost of all the plan- 
ets, its orbit being 2,800,000,000 miles from the 
sun, was located and discovered by means of this 
law, as men knew just where to look in the 
heavens for some unknown body whose influ- 
ence on the planet Uranus had been known for 
sixty-five years, since its irregular movements 
could not be explained by the gravitation of any 
known bodies. This wonderful law of physical 
gravitation is applicable throughout the universe 
despite the fact that distance diminishes its force, 
but no distance has yet been found so great as. 
to show exemption from the operations of this. 
law. Now the moral law is just as real and as 
universal as this great physical law. The same 
test applies to each. You break the law of grav- 
itation and it breaks you, but no more truly than 
does the moral law if you break it. Christian- 
ity no more damns or punishes those who do 
not believe in it than does the law of gravita- 
tion. In the one instance the result may appear 
sooner in broken limbs or a hopelessly mangled 
body. But the fatal results on character of bro- 
ken law appear in both soul and body. The sad- 
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dest of human sights is “the dead who have not 
died.” 
There are shroud and flower and stone 
To hide the dead from our sight, 


But these are ghosts that will not be laid— 
They come betwixt us and the light. 


But they first came between their own better 
selves and the light, the light that lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world, and illumines 
every step of the way to heaven. They have 
trifled with the law of spiritual gravitation; they 
have rejected the Lord of glory who said, “And 
I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” 
Man alone among earthly beings is subject to 
this higher law. What more ghostly resident in 
nature than the sense of right and wrong? Who 
can account for it on natural or physical grounds? 
Mozely in his great work on Miracles said: “Man 
is alone in nature; he alone of all the creatures 
communes with a Being out of nature; and he 
divides himself from all other physical life by 
prophesying, in the face of universal visible de- 
cay, his own immortality.” “Man while in this 
world is placed in relations to another; which is 
a supernatural relationship with nature.’ “So 
far from the two worlds standing totally apart, 


Man natural- 


izes a miracle, 
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human reason itself places them in connection; 
and this connection naturalizes a miracle.” For 
this higher law man may feel an obligation to 


sacrifice himself; and while the murderous stones — 


may obey the law of physical gravitation as they 
fall upon his devoted head, Stephen is caught 
up by the law of spiritual gravitation as he sees 
in the sky the face of the Son of Man, and cries, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!’ Countless mar- 
tyrs with the same prayer upon their lips have 
been caught up by the same embrace. Only he 
can rule this world who is a subject of the oth- 
er. Man’s capacity to know and obey and love 
the unseen makes possible that reverence for 
nature by which she is ruled. He is then like 
Agassiz opening his Penikese school of natural 
history with silent prayer. He is also like some 
great surgeon who is aseptic to his finger tips 
as he reverently pauses before some temple of 


the Holy Ghost ere he performs a capital op- | 


eration which will either save or take a human 
life. That man is properly reverent toward his 
fellow-men and toward nature who is first rev- 
erent toward God. “Nothing can properly edu- 
cate man but the appeal of the Infinite, which is 
revelation, and the response to the Infinite, which 
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is religion.” “You can only get rid of religion 
by abolishing God and man.” 

There was a beautiful tradition in the early 
Church that after a time the bodies of Nicode- 
mus and Gamaliel and of Stephen were all found 
together. They were far more akin even in life 
than they knew, and so in death they were drawn 
to each other, and in time were found to sleep 
side by side. This noble tradition could only 
have survived through catholic-minded men. Yet 
the men who handed down this tradition were 
wont to read in the Acts of the choice of one 
“to take the place in this ministry and apostle- 
ship, from which Judas fell away, that he might 
go to his own place.” The son of perdition fol- 
lowed his own law of spiritual gravitation. The 
stronger attraction was there for him. So shall 
it be in the last day when the record is fulfilled: 
“These shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
That was their own place, made so by their find- 
ing themselves more drawn by it and to it, al- 
though never intended for fallen man. Fallen 
natures are drawn together in all worlds where 
they are found. 

The power of spiritual gravitation brings to- 
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gether kindred spirits, and in all worlds, who 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Chris- 
tianity is the religion of divine sonship and hu- 
man brotherhood revealed and realized through 
Jesus Christ. All nature is interested in the 
final consummation of this religion which shows 
life whithersoever the river cometh. What we 
shall be who can tell, when the same divine pur- 
pose that makes impossible the utter annihilation 
of a single particle of matter shall realize be- 
yond what we can ask or think the earnest ex- 
pectation of the whole creation, as it awaits the 
manifestation of the sons of God? Not even 
man’s sin shall defeat the purpose of God, al- 
though the whole creation groaneth and travail- 
eth together in pain until now awaiting the re- 
demption of the human body, the very crown 
and glory of material things. We shall be raised 
in power, but not in our own right. Man shall 
yet fulfill his destiny, but as a new man in Christ 
Jesus created anew unto good works. Man shall 
yet find himself, not by virtue of his nearness to 
the swine, but because of his conscious kinship 
to God. He comes to himself as he is drawn 
toward God, and says, “I will arise and go unto 
my Father,” Man then realizes how much near- 
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er he is to God than to material nature as the 
power of spiritual gravitation awakens responses 
in his best thoughts and purposes and desires. 
The magnet no more draws to it the kindred 
metal, separating it from the dust and grime 
of earth, than does our Christ gather about him 
his own. “Every one that is of the truth hear- 
eth my voice.” 

This life has a morrow! The evening and 
the morning make the day. The planets are 
still rising toward the zenith when they are lost 
to sight in the splendor of the day. Are human 
spirits less blest than they? 

Robert Hall said, “I buried my materialism in 
the grave of my father.” The incomplete life 
of man here requires a morrow. The soul’s deep 
longings must have some reality to which to 
cling. God will no more leave us in intellectual 
confusion than he will disappoint these “homing” 
instincts, the passionate longings for home, the 
home of the soul, as the soul cries out for the 
living God. Bernard of Cluny in his “Celes- 
_ tial Country” has voiced that longing, that very 
homesickness of the soul, calling, “Whom have 
I in heaven but thee, and who on earth that I 
desire beside thee?” 

17 
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I have the hope within me 
To comfort and to bless! 

Shall I ever win the prize itself? 
Oh, tell me, tell me, yes! 


Exult, O dust and ashes! 
The Lord shall be thy part; 
His only, his forever, 
Thou shalt be, and thou art! 


“T shall be satisfied when I awake in Thy 
likeness.” The swelling spirit filled with hope 
and love is like some mighty aeronaut preparing 
for his flight until the time is ripe to sever the 
cords which bind to the earth, when, caught in 
the embrace, not of one of God’s laws which is 
but one of his ways of working, but in the 
embrace of a Divine Saviour, we are borne to 
heaven our home. For what shall separate us, 
what can separate us, from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord? 

The members shall find their Head that has 
suffered for them and suffered with them. “For 
it became him, for whom are all things and 
through whom are all things, in bringing many 
sons unto glory to make the Captain of their 
salvation perfect through suffering.” Our as- 
cended Lord fills all things with his glory be- 
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cause he first filled all things with his presence 
and his love. Touchstone of human hearts, he 
has swept the universe of being that he may 
draw all men unto himself. Nay, he has so re- 
alized for them through his incarnation the mean- 
ing of humanity that as we are compelled to 
acknowledge that he could not be held of the 
bonds of death, but must be received up into 
heaven, so he must bring with him all who hear 
his voice. He is ever near us through his Spirit, 
the Spirit of Christ that perfected his humanity, 
to perfect ours as well, that Christ may be formed 
within the hope of glory. Man’s power of self- 
consciousness so far from being the great mal- 
ady of nature is its boon. Self-consciousness at 
its best is when the soul is conscious of his Lord 
as well. It is the perfect love that casts out fear. 
Possessed of this, I fear “no moaning of the bar 
when I put out to sea’; 


But such a tide as moving seems alseep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 


For tho’ from out our bourn of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crost the bar. 
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127. 

Mencius, teaching of, 137. 

Mental elevation of Christ, 
the great, 65, 66. 

Milan, the cathedral of, 191. 

Milligan, William, 223. 

Miracle, man naturalizes a, 
253) 254- 

Miracles of Christ, 
worked, 66, 67. 

Miracles, the greatest of all, 


how 


226, 237, 238. 
Mohammedanism, 91. 
Monogram, Paul’s, 197. 
Morrow of this life, the, 257. 
Mozely, in his work on Mir- 

acles, 253. 

“Musts” of Jesus, the, 165- 

167. 

Mythology and the gods, 31, 

32, 126. 

NAME of Christ 


with the human race, 124, 


shared 


125; 
Nathanael, 19. 


National characteristics not 


Index. 


found in Christ, 74, 75, 
122, 123. 
Neptune, the’ planet, 252. 
New setting, our redeemed 
humanity to have a, 220, 
221. 
Newton, Sir Isaac, 251. 


Nicodemus, 7, 19. 


OLYMPUS, not a gentleman 
on, 31,32. 

One Christ, only, 38. 

Other religions and ours, 


Pe AO 


PaGANIsM, Greek and Ro- 
man, overthrown by the 
worship of the incarnate 
Saviour, 209, 210. 

Palestine, typifying sacred 
song, 41. 

Pantheism, 204, 206, 243. 

Paracelsus, Browning’s, 142. 

Paul’s gospel that of a Per- 
son, 196-198. 

Peabody, Professor David, 
85. 

Pearl of the sayings of Je- 
sus, the, 199. 

Perfectness of Christ’s hu- 


manity, 81, 82. 


Index. 


Person of Christ, tributes to 
the, 22-24; the reality of 
the, 94; men should have 
a correct view ofthe, 198- 
201; the advent and as- 
cension in perfect keep- 
ing with the, 237, 238. 

Personality, perfect, in God 
only, 106; the highest be- 
longed to Christ, 122. 

Peter’s good confession a 
personal one, 195, 196. 

Philip, Captain (later Rear 
Admiral), 193. 

Plato, views of, on the re- 
union of soul and body, 
246. 

Pliny, the Younger, 121, 167. 

Power of spirit over matter, 
the body of Christ showed 
the, 227-229. 

Power of spiritual gravita- 
tion, the, 256, 257. 

Prayers to Christ as God, 
188, 189. 

Preéxistence of Christ, 29, 
30. 

Prenatal influence on virgin 
mother and child, 54-56. 

Priesthood, Christ’s eternal, 


149-151. 


269 
Prince of life, the, 134, 143. 


QUESTIONING Christ, 185, 
186. 

Quickening spirit of hu- 
manity, the, 82-84. 


RAPHAEL, the masterpiece 
of, 228. 

Redeemer of men and Re- 
vealer of God, 219, 220. 
Redemption, the Incarna- 
tion in order to, 131, 132. 
Reign of the Lord from the 

tree, 126,437, 
com- 


Religion, a_ great, 


manding ideas and a 
strong personality nec- 
essary to, 3-5; ours Chris- 
tocentric, 12. 

Religion, the, that human- 
izes God makes man more 
divine, 145, 146. 

Renan, Joseph Ernest, 22. 

Renewal of life, the essen- 
tial fact of the resurrec- 
tion, 235-237. 

Responsiveness, life is, 140, 
I4l. 

Responsiveness of man, the, 
in his threefold nature, 


152, 153. 
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Index. 


Resurrection, our true life | Second Adam, the, a new 


a, 138, 139; Christ’s com- 
both 
worlds, 224-226; the es- 
sential fact of the, 235- 


237;aglorious experience, 


pleted, illumines 


239-241; the why of the, 
more important than the 
how, 247, 248. 

Revealing Christ, passion 
of the Holy Spirit for, 
(eet Wis 

Revelation of God through 
human nature, 78-80. 

Right conduct, fellowship 
essential to, 113. 

Roman Empire, the, 4. 

Romanes, George J., 85, 92. 


Rome, Imperial, 6. 


SALVATION through the In- 
carnation and by the 
Cross, 146, 147. 

Samaria, the woman of, 19. 

Satan, the claim and appeal 
of, 45. 

Saviour and Example, 137, 
138. 

Schaff, Dr. Philip, 23. 

Scientific discoveries, the 


greatest of all the, 251. 


creation, 51-53, 56; a 
quickening spirit, 139, 223. 

Seeing and revealing God, 
106-108, 

Sensibilities, Christ gives 
life to the, 162-164. 

Shakespeare, William, 108. 

Shekinah, the true, 153. 

Socinianism, 206. | 

Son of man and Son of God, 
how Jesus is, 143-145. 

Songs and architecture the 
enemies of forgetfulness, 
42. | 

Sonship of Christ eternal, 
183-185. 

Soul and body, the progress- 
ive blending of, 232-234; 
the complete blending of, 
234) 235. 

Spain, our war with, 192. 


Spiritual Gravitation, or 
the Ascended Christ. 
215-259. 


Spiritual intercourse, pos- 
sibility of, with the as- 
cended Christ, 218, 219. 

Stoic, religion of the, 162. 

Strauss, David Friedrich, 


174, 203. 
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Supernatural, Christ is the, 
168, 169, 174, 218. 
Supernatural faith, trustees 


of a, 39. 


TAYLOR, FATHER, the sail- 
or-preacher, 245. 

Teacher or Master, 7. 

Tennyson, Alfred, 172. 

Theism, 203. 

Thought, a new world of, 
160. 

Thoughtofthe race, Christ’s 
influence on the, 24-26. 
Touchstone of human 

hearts, the, 259. 

Trajan, the Emperor, 121. 

Transfiguration, the Mount 
of, 30, 44, 174, 186; Raph- 
ael’s masterpiece of the, 
228. 

Trinity, origin of the doc- 
trine of the, 98-100; when 
first defined, 190, I91. 

Truth the law and life of 


the intellect, 157, 158. 
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UNIVERSALITY of Christ, 
120-122, 

Universe, Christ the very 
soul of the, 37. 

Uranus, the planet, 252. 


VARRO, the Roman consul, 
25% @ 

Virgin mother, the, repre- 
sented what was best in 


human nature, 53, 54. 


WALKER, President James, 
85. 

Weiss, Professor Charles, 
81. 


Westcott, Brooke Foss, 216. 
Will, the true life of the, 


164, 165. 

Words and character of Je- 
sus, the wonderful influ- 
ence of, 21. 

Work and person of Christ 
inseparable, 132-134. 

Worship is true fellowship 
with God, 114-116. 
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